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THE GENERNAL ASSEMBLY.

After devotional eaercises, the retiring Moderator, Rev, ‘Thomas
Wardrope, D.1)., preached ihe following sermon

Christ—whom we preach, warnng ¢very inan, and tew Inig e mr
wisdom, that we may present cvery man pale in et Tesu

Thete words lead us to cunsider the theme, the mannes, 2wl the
olyect of apostohe preachsng , the theme, * Clutst, whom we
preach 3" the manner, **warmug cvery man, and waching esery
wan in all wisdom :** and the vay €1, ** that we iy present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus.”

1. THE TIRME OF AVOSPOLIC 1 REAC HING,

¢ Christ, whom we preach.,” ' We preach not ourselves, but
Chust Jesus the Lord.” Io was not themselves, tut Chnst, that the
aposties sought to commend. I was not their own glory, bu
Chuist’s, that they sought to prumote.  They were dete mined not
to knuw anything amony thuse v whom they preached, save Jesus
Christ and Him crucified. ] )

The aposiles preached Christ. The p eaching uf Christ includes
all the truth relating to wau’s salvation by Jesus Christ: It in.
cludes the declaration of man's fall from th# state of huliness and
happiness in which Gud created him 5 of the misery and puilt and
condemnation in which he was cunsequently mvulved 5 of the way of
salsanon opened up for falien man through Jesus Chnst 3 of the in-
finite love of God in giving 1lis only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. It
includes the declaratiun of Christ’s «quality with the Father , nf the
glory which He had with Him belure the wotlds were made, of the
willingness with which He offered ilimself to carry into effect God's
purpose of grace to man, saying . ** Lo, I come, 1 delight 1o 4.1 Thy
will, O my God;" of His actaally appearing in our warld in the
fulness of time, and svjouraing bere, ‘*a man of SAUCIWSE and
acquainted with griel;" of tHis holy hfe, His nbedience unto
death, His resutzection frum the dead, His ascensiun into heaven,
His suting down at the right hand of the Majesty an high, His
ability and willingbess to save unto the uttermost all that come
unto God by Him, since, having been delivered fos ther offences,
He is nisen again for their justihication, and ever liveth to make in-
tercession for them. It includes the declaration of cur need —our
cunstant and urgent need—of the Hul, Spint, to convince us of our
sin and misety, to enlighten ous n.nds in the hnowledge ot Christ, to
renew our wills and 10 persuade and cnable us to embrace Jesus
Christ freely offered to us in the Gospel 5 and to carsy oa in us the
wark of grace wheieby we ate made meet to Le pastakers of the in-
hetitance of the saints in light. It includes the declaration of
Chiist's coming at the end of the age to teceive His people to Hum-
sell, and of His final appeating af the judgment of the * great
white throne,”” to cunless before the assembled wnations those
who have not been ashamed to confess Him here, and to sentence
the impenitent to evetlasting destiuction from H-s‘prcscncc and from
the glory of His power These, and ail ather Gospel truths con-
pected with them, are included in the ** preaching of Chast. .

To preach Christ is to make Him the centte to which all Gospel
truths converge, or from which all Gospel truths radiate.  If we
speak of faith, Christ must be presented as the Author and the Fin-
isher and the Object of our fasth. 1f we speak of repentance, we
must point men 1o Christ exalied to the right hand of God, to
give repentance and the remission of sins, It we uiter furth the
thieatenings of God's law against the wortkers of iyquity, it must
be with the real and earnest putpose of inducing men to seek refuge
in Christ. In the system of divioe truth Chust must be made by
uz, wust Le esteemed by us, asthe Alpha and Omega, the beun.
ning and the end, the lugst and the Last.

Such was the preaching of the aposties, and the fist misters of
the Gospel. Chust was their theme, whether they reproved or ex-
horted or warned or entreated—whethes they eaplained holy duc-
tane or enforced holy pracuce. Toey were never weary of sttung
forth His almighty power, 1is amazng prace, Iis unspeakable
preciouspess, Iis matchless love. And so should it b: with minis-
tets now, They should be constrained by the same luve, they
should be ammated by the same spirst, heir suals shuald be tilled
with the same exalted exhaustless theme.

And we may safely add that Chnst s people will never be weary
of heating Christ preached to them. 1 the pure ductuine of Christ
be obscured or concealed, whether by rhetune, or lugic, or by phila-
sop'.y, the belicver complairs: * They have taken away my Loudd,
and [ kaow not where they have bud Ihim.” U.hers may weary
of the Gospel of Chust n its punty and stmplicuy —:ihuse 10 whom
Chust 15 only as ** a toot out of a dry ground, having no lurm nor
comeliness, and no beauty that they shuuid desire Him.”  Lut the
humble believer will not be weaty. *Can a muther f.rget her
sucking cluld?” Can the miser forget tus treasure?  Much less can
the believer forget s Savieur. 1t he loves to luok upun the wonders
and beauties of creation, 1t 1s because the heaveas deciue His glory,
and the firmament showeth 1iis hand sutk, and all ratare speaks
Ihs praise.  If he Joves the Scaptutes, it 15 because they teshfy of
Chsist.  If he loves the ordinances vf God's appuinimenty 1Les be-
cause 10 them he meets with Chnst, and seceives communiucaiion of
His grace and Jove. 11 he desires to degpur, itis that he may be
¢t with Chiist, which 1s far better.”

1. 1HE MANNER OR 5)1ki1 N wilol 1HE ALvHTLES TREA MED

¢ Waing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom.”
These words let us kanow abuut the faithiulness of then preactang,
and the care with which they adapted their wsteacuuns Lo the case
and circumstances of thuse whum ey addeessed,

1. Faubfulness : *warniog every man.”  Thus was the word of
the Lotd 10 Isannh long ago: ** Lty aleud, spate noi, hfc up thy
voice hike a trumpet, and show my peuple thew transgicssivas, and
the house of Jacob their sins ;" and v Laekicl . ** Hear the word
at my mouth, and give them warming fsum me. ' What was re-
quired of prophets ugder the Old Testamaut wispiisaliva ts ao less
required of preachers undes the New. And perhaps no mnure subtie
temptation comes to us than this. to aliow vat people with whum
we hive 1n pleasant selativns, and whumn we leel to have s many
claims on vur confidence and esteem, v reman uwawaaed of the
danger of **neglecuing so great saivanwn.” A auvte ol wammg
svunds throgghout the whole Wuid fruin Genesis 1o Revelatoon |, aud
weare 1€creant 1o out trust of we fail 1o let vut hearcrs hiuw, if
we fail to say to them in language that they cannot but wuderstand,
**the wages of sin is death.”

You know, fathers and brethren, huw Chust preached.  Whose
heart ever yearned with compassiun fut pershing men hike 1?2
And yet, i His teaching, the ** wornm that dicih no,” aad the
*stire that is not queached, ~ and the " wvadasiay tice prepared fur
the devil and his angels,” are subjects more frequently introduced and
mote plainly spoken of than 1 any ut the wriings ur sesmuns even
uf the prophets and apustles.  1ou we not hence learn how listle thuse
understand of the ** mind of the Spus, who would make faithiul
and solemn warniog 0o part of the preaching of the Gospel ;. And
do we not learn how pernicivns o Chrst's ministers 1y thai austaken
tendetoess which makes them dechine ot hesitate to place the guilt
and danger of the impenitent in theut true hght, and wain them to
** fice from the wrath to come ¢ The mote they compassiunate the
misery of those who arc far from Gud--thc more wividly they
realize the awfuloess of the desttuction impending over them—the
more carnestly they long for their deliverance, su much the less will
they besitate to call sin and the pamshment of sin by thewr true
names ; snd so much the more platnly will they declare to thenr
hearers that ** it is & fearful thing to fail into the hands of the living
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God.”  Thus it was with'the apostles: ** Knowling the terrors of the
Loid,” they **persvaded men.”  1lad it not been s), how could
they have appea’ed (o their hearers in words like theses ¢ I take vou
to record this day that I am pure fiom the blood of all men. For
1 have not shunned to declare unio you all the counsel of God."
** 1 have kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, testifying
repentance toward Gud, and faith towards our Lotd Jesus Christ.”

2. The care with which they adapted their instructions to the case
aml circumstances of those who heaed them : ** Teaching every man
1 all wisdom.”  After men are warned and awakened, they rejoice to
Le taught.  And it 1s when men are awakened and convinced of sin
that they caperly attend to the truths of the Gospel, It is when
they anxiously enquire, ** What must 1 do o be saved?* that
they pratefully hear the Gospel message, *¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Chnst, and thon shalt be saved, and thy house.”

In the teaching of the apostles there was a stct avoidanee of
everytiung  hike darkening counsel by words without knowledge.
Awakened uinners especially require to be carefully dealt with and
plamlv,  Tney must not be left to suppose that 1f they avoid certain
sins to which they have heen addicied, and become more circumspect
n their deportment, all will be well with them, They must not be
left to suppose that, by attending upon ordinances, goiog to the
house of God and sutting down at the sacramental table, they will
tind rest to their souls.  Such ordinances will be observed and prized
by those who have come to Chnist.  In them they will have comuu.
nion with Goil.  They will bie to them, through grace, as wells of
salvation, when they shall draw water with joy. But such ordi.
nances may alio be observed with all externai reverence—and we
cannot cdloudt that they are thus obsetved—by many who really
n;]:vcr come to Lhast, Awakened sinners must be plainly told of
this.

To those that labour and are heavy laden Christ says: ** Come
unto Me, and I will give you rest,”  When the Jews enquired of
Hum: * What shail we do that we might work the works of God 2
Jesus answered and said unto them: *¢This is the wotk of God,
that ye believe on Fhim whom He hath sent.” And you need *not
say in your heart, who shall ascend into heaven ? (that s, to bring
Cheust down from above) or, who shall descend into the deep?
(that 1s, to bring up Chnst again from the dead).  For the woid is
nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart, that is, the word
of faith which we preach ; that if thou wilt confess with thy mouth
the Lotd Jesus and shalt believe 1 thine heart that God hath
raised Ihim from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto nghteousness, and with the mouth coufession is
made unto salvation.”

But the same carefulness and discrimination (*‘teaching every
man in all wisdom ") ate requisite also in instructing those who
have really teceived the Lord Jesus, and have cordially embraced
the offers of mercy through Him. They need to be ¢ built up on
their most holy faith."” The weak need to be streogthened, the er:-
ing to be admonished, the mourners in Zion to be comforted, * Ye
know,'” says the Apostle Paul, * how we exhorted, and comforted,
and charged every one of you, as a father doth his children, that ye
would walk worthy of God, who hath called you into His kingdom
and glory.”

111. THR OBJECT —THE DRSIGN AND DESIRE
of the aposties in thus preaching Christ : ¢* that we may present every
man petfect in Christ Jesus.”

Tnis *“ presenting of every man perfect in Christ Jesus" carties
vut thoughts furward to the great day of Christ’s appearing, * when
He shall come to Le glorified in His saints and admired in all
them that believe.”” So says theapostle. * The very God of peace
sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God, yout whole spitit and soul
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Loid
Jesus Chnst.,” The work of sanctification carried on by the Holy
Spuitit cleanses, elevates, transforns the whole man. It will be seen
ints completeness when in body, soul and spirit we stand holy and
unblamable and anrepravable in the sight of (god. This blessed con-
summatiun we are taught to expect, not during the life that now is,
but only at the coming of our Lotd Jesus Christ.

It seems asuf the apostles had been almost always thinking of the
day of Chnst 1o connectivn with their labours, Reference to this
day is introduced in connection with almost every topic. It is
nunisters of the Gospel who are exhorted to be faithful to the peo-
ple of their charge? They are reminded of that day. I charge
you,"” says the apostle, ¢ before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appsaring and His
kingdom : preach the word; be instant in season, out of scason ;
teprove, tebuke, exhort with all long-suffering aud doctrine.” Is
1t hearers ol the Gospel who ate exhorted affectionately to cherish,
and duufully tu regard, those who minister to them? They, inhke
manner, are reminded of that day: ** Remember them who have
spoken unto you the word of God. . . . They watch
tor your suul as they must give account.” Does the apostle exe
press his jay in those whum he had been instrumental 1n bringing
under the power of the truth? He cnaects that joy with Christ’s ap-
peanng. ** For what is our hupe, ot joy, 0. crown of tejoicing ? Are
nut even ye in the presence of our Lutd Jesus Christ at His com-
ing 2 And again he exhorts them to be blameless and barmless,
the suns uf God without rebuke, 1n the midst of a crosked ..ad per
verse gencration, among whom they were to shine as lights 10 the
world ; holding forth the word of life that 1,” says he, ‘““may te.
juice 1n the day of Chrnist, that 1 have not yun in van, not laboured in
vain.

But why, ut may be asked, should he have postponed his rejoicing
to the ** day of Chast,” and cuanected it therewith 2  To this 1t may
be seplied that all his rejuicing was not postponed to that day. Even
while he cuntinued on carnt, he did greatly rejuice in the resulis of
his munistry.  Thus, writiog to the Colossians, he says * Though I
bLe absent in the flesh, yet am I wath you in the spusit, joying and be-
holding yous urder, and the steadfastness of youc-faith in Chuist,”
Bu', whilc he icjuiced here, he tejuiced with trembling.  While he
contemplatcd wih satislaciion the progress of Chuist’s cause gener
ally, and Liight pasticular examples of Christian faith and patience,
he cuuld sut but remember many things calculated to grieve and to
duicourape hum.  Demas, who had once been his felluw-labourer in
the Guspel, had fursaken the cause of Christ, having loved this pres.
cou wourld.  Many who once seemeu to * rua well * had by various
adverse intlucnces bees hindered.  Many, hawving put thei hands to
Uie pivuih,had wrned back, and become manifestly unfic fur the kinge
dum of Gud. 1= therefure losked away beyond the present scene of
things, 1u which he was often perplexed, although wot in despair—
ulien cast down, althuugh aut desiroyed.  He looked forward to the
day of Chust, the glunious, the biessed day, when, ia the presence of
the Lotd, with thuse who had been given him as seals of his nunis-
try, lus juy, utalloyed with geicf, would indeced be ** iy unspeakable
and full of gloty.”

** That we may present every man perfect in Chirist Jesus.,” This
is the great object of all teue mimisters of Chost.  They kauw that,
whaiever theuretical knowledge of divine thiogs may be imputed,
whatever exiernal seformatiuns iway be effected through their instra-
mentality, nv saving tesulis have been aceqmplished —none such as
cause juy in heaven amoog the angels of God —unless thuse among
whom they labuuc are, in the great day, preseated perfect in Christ
Jesus. Taey know that,, without this, they may take up the lamenta.
tion, so fat, at any rate, as regards the lost : ** We have laboured in
vain, we have spent our strength for nought andin vain.” The place
of worship 1n which a2 mivister preaches may be crowded—what he
says may be admitted to be true and imourtant—credit may be given
to him for having preached with all eainestness and all faithfalness—
deep impressions may at times be produced on the minds of many ;
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but oh, {athers and brethren, what of all this?  What—if souls are
not saved, i men are not constrained to turn out of the broad road
that leadeth to destruction, and to eater upon th: way that leads o
eternal life and glory ?

Christ alone 1s able efliciently, and in the highest sense of the
words, to present {Iis people perfect before the throne—petfectly
justified by His blood, petfectly sanctified by His spitit ; and thus He
i3 said to * present them to Himself.” [e ¢ loved the Church and
rave imself for it, that He might sanctily and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the Word, that 1Ie might present it to Hnnself 3
glotious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; b
that it should be holy, and without blemish,”” But we are employed
by Him in the furthierance of the great work, ¢ We are ambassadors
for Christ.,”  Aad, speaking for Him to those whom we address, our
appeal must ever be . ¢ As watkers together with Him, we beseech
you that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.” We must ever say,
The salvation of 1he soul is precious, precious beyond all price. Tha
your souls may be saved, you are living under this dispensatinn of
grace. Fur this end the Gospel is preached to you, For this end
the Spirit pleads with you, and conscience utters its remonstrances,
“ Quench nout the Spitit.” * Tv day, il ye will hear His voice
harden not your hearts.”

“ Now, unto Him that is able to keep you from fallicg, and to
present you fauliless before the presence of Iis plory with exceediag
freat jry.  To the only wise God our Saviour be gloty and majesty,
domininn and power, both now and ever.” Amen.

After the Assembly had been constituted Dr. Wardrope briefly
addressad (he coust, and atimated that time had now come for the
appuintment of his successor. Principal Caven and Rev. Thomas
Seduwick were nominated  Principal Caven was elected by a ma
jonty uf twenty-three. The newly clected Moderator then buiefly
addressed the House, making reference to the loss sustained by the
deaih of De, Cook, Dr. Dunald Fraser, Principal Caitns and C. H,
Spurgeon, A vote of thanks was cardially tendered to De. Ward-
rop: fot his excellent discou se and fur the very efficient manner in
which he discharged the duties of his office,

A letter from D¢, W. Fraser, the venerable recording Clerk of
the Assembly since the union of 1861, and of the United Preshyter
ian Chuech for many years previously, in which he tendered his de
mission owing to 1llness and advancing years, was read, The matter
was remtied o a special committee to be considered by them and
reported to the Assembly.

THURSDAY, JUNE 9.

The first hour was occupied with devotional cxercises, several
memberstaking part.

An application from the Presbytery of Pictou for giving Rev.
George Patterson, D.D., a seat in that Presbytery was tead.  The
application was cordially granted.

A delegation was appointed to convey to the Congregatinnal
Union the fraternal regards of the Assembly, It coasisted of Lis,
Cochrane, MacVicar and Rev. Robert Murray.

Applications for the reception of ministers and on behalf of a
number of students respecting their standing in the theological
classes were remitted to the resnective committees appointed for
their consideration,

An overture (rom the Synod of Toronto and Kingston praying that
the Assembly be relieved of a considetable portion of the business
that may be transacted by the Synods was read. Many appeal cases
could be disposed of hy the secondary courts. Principal Grant
spoke in support of the overture. Drs. Proudfoot, Jackson, Laid
law, Rev. A. McLean Sinclair, Rav, T Sedgwick, Dr. Gregg,
Dr. McLuen, De. A. B. Mackay, D¢, Reid. Dr. MacVicar, Dr,
King, Revs. D J. Macdosnell, Finlay McQuaig, J. Carmichael,
Noewosd ; L. G. Macneil and Mr G:o Hay all took part in the dis
cussion of the question raised. Oa motion of Dr. Gregg it was re
solved to send dowa the proposal for consideration of Presbyteries
and be reported on next year.

Principal Grant thea proposed that a committee be appointed to
consider whether any or what matters strictly belong to the As-
sembly, or can with advantage be transferred to the Synods to be
dealt with by them. The motion was discussed by Dr. McCrae,
Walter Paul, Dr. Laing, Dr. MacVicar, Dr. Forrest, Dr. 4. B
Mackay, Dr. S. Lyle, Dr King, W. Adamson, Robert Rae. Rev.
J. Fleck, Dr. McLaten Dr Proudfoot, Dr. Warden, Rev. George
Sucherland and Principal Grant replicd, A vote was taken with the
following result : for the motion, 126; against, 29.

An overture from the Preshytery of Stratford to the effect that
Conveners of Assembly committees forward blank forms for the
answets from which the annual reports are compiled, befo: * the 1st
of December. Rev. A. F. Tully, who was appointed to support
the overture was called upon to speak, when he showed how
necessary it was to have the blank forms fo. warded before the close
of the congregational yeur. Rev. A. C. Henderson also spoke in
suppurt of the overtute. D. G. McQueen spoke in support of a
similar overture froms the Presbytary of Calgaty Dr Bryce moved
that the blank forms be issued not later than Decemuer 15.

When the Assembly was constituted, after the transaction of some
routine business, the first matter of general interest was the report
of the committee appointed to deal with the matter of Rev. Dr. Fra.
ser’s resignation, which was presented Ly Rev. T. Sedgwick, and is
as follows :—

That, takiog into consideration the long and valuable ser
vices of Ds. Willian, Fraser as Recc:ding Cletk of the General As-
sembly as well as his position as a veneratle minister of our Church,
who has {or more than fifty years dischargzed the duties of a pastor,
and for about forty years has occupied the position of Cletk in the
vativus branches of the Church, the General Assembly should, in
accepting his resignation, as they now do with the deepest tegret.
place on record an adequate estimate of his services, and should, in
recognition of them, ask Dr. Fraser to accept during his life the sal-
ary which he now receives as Clerk.

On motion of Principal MacVicar, Rev. Dr, Robert Campbell
was udanimously appointed to the office of Recording Clerk of the
Assembly, vacant by the resigoation of Rev. Dr. Fiaser. Dr
Campbell tendered bhis thanks for the action of the Assembly by
expressing its confidence in him, and promising to discharge the
dutizs of the responsible office to which he has been sppointed.

Rev. John MacMillan presented the seport of the Home Mis-
sion Committee, Eastetn Section. The census returns show & de-
cicase in the last decade, a total of 6,548. The total of Presbyter-
ian membesship at present in the Maritime Provincesis 152,663
This decrease was unexpccted, and, great as the exodus bas been, 1t
does aot altogether explain the appaceat decrease. The census of
1891 was takea differently from that of 1851. Many were theo
counted who should not bave been counted. A compatison of the
state of the Church ten yeats ago with its condition now will show
that there has been far larger incresse than the census of 1591 will
show, In congregations, ministers, officers, Sabbath schools agd in
contributions there has been a matked increase.  For example, the
total contributions in 1881 were $232,000 ; last year the amoust
was $350,000, Ten years ago the contribution per family averaged
$12; now they aversge $57. Atthe beginning of the Iast decade
the average irdividual contribution was $8.50; now it is $10.
Mtz MacMillan gave an interesting account of missiopary work in
Labrador carried op by the Church in the Maritime Provinces
Missions to lumbermen were also maintained.  In an elcqueot ad-
dress he gave an encoursging account of Home Mission work
throughout the field under the cace of the Maritime Provinces




