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Our ?oung folk$*
STRJVE »I'TH A P(JRPOSE.

Strive wiîh an earnest purpase,
In every task ta excel;

That wbich is worîh the doing,
Is wortb the doing well.

Where tbere's the will for winning,
Surely the way will came ;

That which is Worth beginning
1. well warthb eingda ne.

Think that bowever humble
Tasks wbich around you lie,

Half.bearted work wili ever
Vield but a poor reply:

Then lct us strive with fervour,
Toil witb wboîe-bearted zest

That wbicb i. worbb the doing
Is Worth aut very best. -Mary L. Warner.

MA GNA N/MI TY.

That is a very big word for litIle people but il bas a very
Simnple rneauing. Il means Iargeness of mmnd, soul-grealuess,
iOffiness of purpase. A magnanimaus persan is above every
Ihiràg utIle, law, and mean. He is above doing an unkiad act
bel-ause somnebody bas mistreated bim. Sucb a man takes no
110tice of smaîl offences. He daes flot bear a grude against
any body, and neyer tries la take reveuge. A man wiîh a big
'OUI is always quiet in a storm of trouble. He neyer gels dis.
Couraged because peaple misunderstand bîm and he keeps
C-alniwben nmen îry ta barm bum. A great bearîed man does
god ta those wba do hlm wrang. Shall I tell you about a
littie boy wbo bad a big heart? Henry Gray was bis name.
lie lived lu a large city and was every day thrawn mb bbch
societY of a greal many other boyi. He was bigb tempered,
bUt be bad a strong wiîI and wbenever be was insulîed be
would Say to birusef : IlNow, that is a litîle Ibing and I will
lose cantral of my lemper on account of il. I will nat
slOOP ta return angry words for angry wards but I will îry
20ft anSwers and sec if îhey will ual turu away wratb. I will
flot allow myseif ta bale auybody and I will neyer do a mean
lhing because anoîher boy bas been mean ta me." Henry's
school.mates respected him but îhey îhougbt he was un-
Iiianly. Tbey tld lies about bim, but he took no notice of
thetn. He would flot say unkind îbings about those wbo
talked unkindly about hlm but be would say and do gaad
tbiugs about bis enernies. Il îoak people a long lime ta learu

iabout bis noble nature, but be did not mind that. He
WOUld say when abused and insuiîed Ibat he must have
Peace wiîb bis awn conscience even if every body turaed
ega3,n5t bim. It shows a little soul ta be aîways freîîing and
Withing under trouble. Great ruinds are 100 busy wiîb great
th1ougbîs and deeds ta be annoyed mucb by smali insults.
The greal men of tbe world bave always been misrepreseated
,"id nlisunderstood, but they bave lived grandly notwilhstand-
lflg. Small, vulgar miuds arc always full of anxiety and
trouble, and are afraid bhey will be misuaderstood ; but the
great saul always bas a brave heart. He keeps rigbt on bis
Way wheu everybody turus against him. He neyer worries
about whaî people in the sîreet will say about hlm. He just
icaves everytbing iu the bauds of God, wbo neyer lets aay.
tbing but good came ta any of bis chiîdrea who lave and
trust lu Hlm. A îarge-minded persan knows that notbing cvii
cafi ast long. He cares but 11111e for a great naine. He
Walks wilb uprigbîness of heart, and looks abead for bis re-
ward. Such was the life of Henry Gray. Sucb 100 was tbc
life Of tbe Saviaur of meni, wba bas set us the best example of
fllagnanimity.

MOTHER NOT TO BLAME.

Tom bhad been an idie, careless, miscbicvous boy in scbool.
lie did flot mean ta be a bad boy, bub be wanted ta do about
as he iked, witbout seeming ta care bow mucb be troubied
others by il. He bad a seatmatc wha was quite unlike bim,
in that be was careful ta îry la please bis leachers.

Que day Tom beard the teachers talking about sanie of
their pupils ; be heard bis own name mentianed, and then that

-tisaI uother isr't a bit to biame. Don't lay ilta omy niother
-ail my bad ways, 1 mean."

-rHE CANADJA PRESBYTERIAN

1 don't îbink Tom thought at ail what a brave tbing he
was doing ; he did not tbink of anything but the wisb 10

defend bis moîber ; but wben the teacher îook bis haad and
said : "YVour moîber must be a brave lady, Tom, for ber boy
bas shown himself brave to-nighî, and 1 shahi expecl good
things from bim in the future ; " be hought, I wonder if
the otber boys know tbat, good or bad, ail tbey do is laid to
their moîbers."

PRA YlNG AND D OINO.

"Bless tbe poor cbildren wbo baven't gaI any beds ta-
night," prayed a ltlle boy, just before he lay down in bis nice,
warm cot on a cold, windy nigbt.

As be rose from bis koces bis moîber said: You bave
just asked God to bless the poor children : wbat will you do
10 bless bem ?"

Tbe boy tbought a moment. IlWby, if I had a bundred
cakes, enougb for ail the family, I would give tbem some."

"lBut you bave no cakes ; wbat, then, are you willing ta
do ?>'

IlWben I gel money enough 10 buy ail the tbings 1 want,
and bave some over, 1 will give them same."

"But you baven't enougb money 10 buy ail you want
and perbaps neyer wiil have ; wbat wili you do to bless the
poor now ?"'

1 wiii give them sorne bread."
"You have no bread-tbe bread is mine.1 '
"Then 1 could earn money and boy a loaf myseif."
"Take tbings as tbey now are-you know wbaî yau have

ibat is your own ; wbat are you willing 10 give 10 help the
poor ? 1

The boy tbougbl again. I l'il1 give îbem bal my money,
I bave seven pennies; l'il give theco four. Wouldn't that be
rigb ?"

1 LOVE T/JE BIBLE.

lî bas been said that a pebble in a sîream may change the
course of tbe brook, so a single act of faitbfulness on tbc part
of one of God's children may change tbc current of buman
life.

When Mr. Houe, wbo wrote the IlEvery.day Book," and
was of sceplîcai views, was travelling tbrougb Wales he
sîopped at a collage ta ask for a drink of water, and a little
girl answered him : "Oh, yes sir ; 1 have no doubt mother
wili give you some milk. Come in."

He wenî in ani sat down. The littie girl was readiug
the Bible. Mr. Houe said : Weil, my 11111e girl, are you
geîîing your task ?>"

INo, sir ; 1 am noa," she replied ;"Iarn reading tbc
Bible."

IlVes, said be, Ilyou are geîîing your îask ouI of the
Bible."

"lOh, no," sbe replied, Ilit is no task to read the Bible
I love the Bible."

IlAnd why do you love the Bible?" said be.
Her simple, childlike auswer was: 1I îhought everybody

loved the Bible."'
1Ber own love ta the preciaus volume bad made ber inno-

cently believe that everybady else was equaiiy deligbted ta
read God's Word. Mr. Hone was sa îoucbed with tbe siacer-
ity of that expression that be read tbc Bible himseîf, and
insîead of being an oppanent ta the îbings of God, came ta be
a friend af divine îruîh.

TUJE CAMEL AND T/JE MILLER.

Did you ever hear the fable of the camel and the miller ?
Once a miller was waked up by bis camel %r~yjfg ta get ils
nase bibt te teal. "Iî's coîd out bere," said the camel, 44i
only wanîta stick my nase in." The miller miade no objec-
lion. Aller a white bbc camel asked leave ta bave bis neck
ln, then bis fore feet ; and sa, luttle by litîle, il crowded in
ils whole body. Tbis, as you may well think, was very dis-

agreabl 10bbcmiller, and he biîterîy compîained la the.

use Beecham's Pulls, tbe great and universal cure for the many
weakaCsses and irregularibies common t0 women. If your
druggist does flot keep theni a box will be mailed you for 25
cents by B. F. Allen Ca., 365 and 367 Canal Street, New
york, Sole Agents for the Uuited States.
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GOLDEN TEXT.-Youf iniquities bave separated between
you and jour God.-Isaiah liX. 2.

INTRODUCTORY.

Hosea pirophesied during the reigns Of Uzziab, Jotharn, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, kings of Judah and of Jeroboam, son of Joash, king of
Israel. His prophetic career extended therefore over a long terni of
yesrs. Very litt le is now known of bis liue. His father's naine was
Beeri, and belonged to the kingdom of larael.

I. Israel's Sir.-During the reign of. Jeroboam, the kingdom
of Israel bad attained its greatest material prospeuity. Its religiaus
and moral interests, however, showed no corresponding advance.
ment. Instead the people were ever sinking deeper into idolatry.
Jehovah, the God of Istaei, was still nominally worshipped, but it
was with heathen rites, and aIl the abominations attendant on the
worst forms of heathenism were common among the people. The
prophetic denunciations against the iniquities of the people make it
clear that injustice, cruelty and oppression were alarmingly prevalent.
Every species of wickedness was comnion. The holy Iaw of God
was trampled underfoot. It was Hosea's mission to bring the people
to repentance. To effect tbis he denounced their wickedness, under
various images hie endcavourcd to show them how hateful it was.
lie made known to them the fulness of the divine mercy and willing-
ness to pardon, if only they would listen 10 God's message and turn
from their sins. He also uses the language of stern rebuke, and
warns them faitbfully of the evil consequences of their continuance in
sinful courses. He opens bis prophecy by comparing Israel to a vine
-a comparison frequently uscd in Scripturc. It was an empty vine.
[t had deep rmots, wide-spreading branches, abundance of leaves. It
was beautiful t0 look at, but il was virtually useless. lîs fruit was
for itacif. This betokened the outward prospcrity of tbe nation, but
the people had only grown the more selfish. God bcstows his
blessings on men that they might use themn aright for I-is glory and
for the good of others. The words of the prophet also indicate tbat
as the people prospered in temporal tbings, they bccame more
idolatrous and superstitious. «'He bath increased their sItars."1
Their idolatrous worship was extended and made more show7«« they
have made goodly images.OP" "Their heart is divided." ~e out-
wardly professed to worship God, in reality tbey served Baal. As in
Elijah's days, there were some wbo still balted between two opinions.
This profession of service to God and living pracuically as heatbens
could not long continue. The national prosperity was beginning to
wane when they should "'be found faulty," that is, guilty,. and their
guilt would bc brought home to them. Then altars and images were
to bc thrown down in one comnion ruin. Wben calamity came upon
the people they would then bc convinced of their folly. The anarcby
and confusion that followed the overthrow of successive kings
brougbt theni to confess that their miafortunes hsd corne upon tbem
because they feared not thc Lord. They bewailed the lawless con-
dition into which their land was plunged. Tbey said "We bave no
king, . . . what then should a king do to us?" Another of
their sins is pointed out in that they had been guilty of making rash
and sinfui engagements, " they bave spoken words, swearing faisely
in making acovenant." lu consequence of this "judgmenî springeth
up as hemlock in the furrows of the field. Sin and ils punishment
are as inseparable as are cause and effect. The people of Samaria
had been proud of the golden caif and the gorgeous temple Ilsat had
been set up aI -Bethel, bere called Bethaven, signifying instead of the
House of God, the House of Vanity. The idols in whicb thc people
bad reposed their trust wouid beconie 10 tbem a source of weakness
and fear. Wben Assyuia sbould prevail aver Isuaei bbc idols would
bc carried away as spoils of war, as a prescrnt to the king. Then the
people would undersband their own foliy and that of their rulers Who
bad established idolatry. Like foam on the water, bbc monarcby of
Israel was to be blown away by Ussyria. Aven, that is, Bethel,
bere described as g«the sin of [srael,"e was to be desîroyed arid
where thc idolatrous altars stood sbould be a scene of desolation,
tbouns and thistles covering the places where tbey stood. Sa terrible
would be the sufferings of the people that tbey would cali on bbc
mounitains and cry ta tbem " Cover us ; and to tbe buis faîl on us,"
preferring deatb to the endurance of the maiscries that would corne
upon them. The people had persisted in their sinful ways for a long
lime. They had gone on i nprfligacy sînce the conflict in Gibeab.
God had lengthened out the day of mercy to the sinning fsaalites.,
Their condition bad been pleasant, temporal prosperity bad been
given them, but they bad continued bo transgress and now they are
warnrid that punishmenb will overtake them if they continue unre-
pentant.

II. A Cal to Repenta.nce.-God i. infinite in mercy. judg.
ment is His sîrange work. Long and determinpdly as these people
had sinned, fan opporbunity is stili afforded thein for escape. Kcep.
ing up the agricultural fiures already employed, the people are
exborted b "'«sow to yourselves in rigbteousness." Unrigbteousness
bad been ramnpanithtroughoub the land. It was lime it should ceaie.
Tbey were urged 10 live rigbteously hencefortb. The law is unchange.
able that what a man sows he wili also reap. So if tbey 50w
righteousness, they will rcap its fruit, mercy. Tbey are also urged
to " break up your fallow ground." While they had been pursuing
iniqity, they had allowed their better nature 10 remain uacullivated,
and insbead of tbc fair flowcrs of a good and virluous lufe, evil
passcins like burtflul weeds had flourishcd there. <61Tti. 0ime to

God's mercy is unwilling t0 leave People in their sins. He sends
His messengers 10 warn îbem and point out tbc way of deliverance.

The Israelibes sought 10 serve bath God and idols. it cannaI be
donc. -"Yc cannai serve God and Mammon.',

F'aise religion produces bad moral&. " As mcn uow they shahl
also reap.",


