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No department of our Chureh work has prospered
in such a marked manner as the Woman's Foreiga
Missionary Society. In 1876 —the year alter the last
Union—the Weutern Section of the Church raised for
Foreign Missions $14,811 85  Last yea, the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Socsety 1aised $25,657 54 ' “I'hat
is to say, the Woman's Society and the Mission
Bands now raise nearly double as much as the whole
Church in Ontanio and Quebec gave twelve years ago
for Foreign Missions. “The society in 1877 —the year
it made its tirst report to the General Assembly -had
eighteen Auxilianies, three Mission Bands, no P'resby
terial Society, and 81,005.29 m its treasury., It has
now 33t Auxtharies, with a wmembership of 9,025 ;
124 Mission Bands with a membership of 3,829 ;
twenty-one Presoytenal Societies and $25,057 1n the
treasury. ‘Faken together, the memberstip of the
Auxiharies and the Mission Bands aimvunts 1o 12,854,
We may add 12,000 as loyal and carnest workers as
can be (ound on the face of this globe. Ihey dont
make long speeches, nor bning m long, wourdy reports,
but they 4o push on the work and bring «n the money.

MANY of our readers lock back with pleasure to
the few days they spentin Philadelphia visiting the
great Centenmial Exposition of 1870, Fhat visit was
well worth ad that it cost. Ihere is to be another
centennial next month, which will repay a Presby-
terian who has time and money to spend in making
a visit to the Quaker Cny. The Une Hundreain
General Assembly of the Great American Church
meets there on Thursday, May 17, and the centenmal
celebration will begin on I hursuay ot the foliowing
week, It goes unsaid that the celebration wilt be
worthy of the occaston and of the great Church whose
supreme court meets next muntn tos the hundreath
time. Our neighbours know well how to do :hese
things., Most heartily do we congratuiate them on
the happy circumstances under wiich they meet ana
on the noble work which their Ctiurch has done dur-
ing the last hundred years. We suggest that our
geotal Moderator sena a teiegram ot congratulation
from the Presbyterians of CLanada on the evening ot
May 24—the birthday of our beloved Queen, by the
way. We all know the mmmatable styte n which our
Moderator could draw up a telegram of that kind. It
would bring down the house. No doubt 1 Burns
will attend to this pleasant duty.

THE torture that has been inflicted on an unfortu.
nate mumster and his famly for some days past in
Toronto by newspaper interviewers may well lead one
to doubt whether, after all, civiization 1s an unmixed
blessing. The very :himax of brutahty was reached
when the scribes exam'ned the unfurtunate wife in
regard to her husband's absence and probable re-
so:n. And be it remembered all this was done in the
interests of the “reading public.” There 1s no man,
we hope, connected with the Tosonto press so much
of a thug as to enter that woman’s darkened hume
and ask her questions of his own accord about her
{amily trouble, And the way the unfortunate man
was degged from Toronto ‘o Niagara Falls, and his
every movement telegraphed to and published in
journals that pose as moral .cachers, is enough to
make a decent man ashamed of his species. How
that unfortunate man is outraged if he is innocent of

- a

anything mote than indiscretion {  Even if guilty he
is a human being. 1 guilty of the wolst, surely his
stricken family should have been treated with some
show of mercy, But wha' is the use of discussing
the matter.  As well expect merey from the Russian
tyrant whe fogs half grown girls for political uffences
as from the ave.agdaly newspaper when it 1s work-
ing up a clerical scandal.

T'o go from Toronto to Hamilton 1s one thing ; the
manner i which you go 1s another and yuiie differ-
cnt thing.  You may go by train, or by boat, or in a
buggy, of, if o mnchned, you may walk, To testrict
or abolish the hiquor traffic1s one thing ; the manner
1 snhieh you do it s quite another and diflerent
thing.  The clectors of nine counties declared last
Lhursday that in thewr opimon the Stott Act 18 hot
the best way to do at. That s cxactly what their
verdict amounts to.  We dont for one moment be-
heve there 1s any reaction in favour of the hquor
irafhc.  Hundreds of eclectors voted for the repeal
of the Scott Act on Thursday, not because they
thought it was putting down the hquor traffic, but be-
cause they thought it was doing just the reverse.
Iheir objection was that the law inciessed the traf-
ne. Tosay they aie tistaken won't mend the mat-
ter now. lhey thought so vn Lhursday and governed
themselves accordingly. ‘e don t believe the peop's
of Untanio arc one whit more friendly to the hiquor
trattic than they were thiee years ago. Sume of them
have changed thewr nunds i regara to the Scott Act,
and thats all.  l'he carrying of a reform and the
manner of carrymy it are different things. A man
who cannot see this difference had better tet temper-
ance matters alone until we have quieter times,

Tuosk people who think nothing can be done with-
out a “crowd’ mught learn a very useful lesson
from the history and progress of our Woman's
Faraiga Missionary Souety.  Twelve years ago the
sate Dr. ‘Topp and Dr McLaren, then Convener of the
Foragn Mission Comnutiee, met in Knox Church,
Toronte, to orgamuze the society. There weie not
£ty ladies present.  Some men would have gone
home because there was no crowd, no noise, no demon-
strauon of any kind.  But Dr. Toppand Dr. McLaren
were not men of that kind. Ihey had lived long
enough to know that a smail mecung may have an
immense amount of moral and spirtual power, and
may start a great work. o they organ:ized their
society, and it started to grow and has kept on grow-
ing until it has become one of the best organizations
in counection with Lanadian Fresbytenanism. That
Iittle meeting held without any noise ~r fuss s uow
represented by 12,000 carnest workers and 235,000 of
mission money. \We doubt very muchif any meeting
hed in Toromo duning the last twenty years has had
such results, And yet there are Presbytenians who
think that the moral value and 1nfluence of a meeting
depend entirely on the * crowd ' and the noise, and
the length ol the newspaper report.  Quite frequently
the newspaper report 1s the biggest thing about the
movement.

IN a country in which the people rule there is no use
in quarrelling with their verdict. Nor is there any-
thing to be gained by asking them for their opinion,
and then scolding them because their opinicn 1s not
what we think 1t should be. Last weck the e.cctors of
nine countics were asked to say what they think about
the Canada Temperance Act afier having tried that
law for three years. They kave given the.r opinion
in the mast unmiscakable terms, and those who be-
lteve in government by majonities must just bow to
their decision as gracefully as they can. It will not
mend matters to say that majonities are right when
they agree with us and wrong when they disagree
with us. Rught or wrong, majoritics rule, and unti)
we find some better way there 1s nothing gained by
quarrelling vith decisions from which there 1s no ap-
peal. There is no reasonable doubt that the Canada
‘Temperance Act was defeated in these counties
mamly by the disappointment of its former support-
ers. The liquor interest alone never piled up those
overwhelming majonties. It would be paying the
Scott Act a sorry compliment to say that the influence
of the liquor traffic has made thousands of votes dur-
ing the three years it was in operation. For vanous
reasons many who supported the Act three yea.s ago

lost confidence in it.  The law did not do all they ex.
pected and they rem.ned at home or voted againg
it.  Many of them expected too much.  They did ng
form a correct estimate of the difficultics the Act hay
to work against. They assumed that the law wouy
do many things that it was perhaps impossible fo;
to Jo under the circamstances, and because it dy
nct do these things they thought it should be e
pealed. Perhaps some of the friends of the Act wepe
net as carcful as they should have been in describimg
the good effects that would fellow its adoption, e
that as it inay, the Act has been repealed in these nine
counties and the best plan now is to try something
clse. In a very short time the electors who voted
down the Scott Act last week may vote for something
much mare radical and effective.

VATICANISM IN MONTREAL AND
TORONTO,

THE proposal to crect a great monument to the
Madonna and Child, in one of the most commanding
sites in the public park at Montreal, has created much
excitement and not a little indignation, There 1s 3
general feeling that the Romish authorities are becom.
mg more than usually aggressive, and in. whateye
direction that disposition mamifests itsclf, there is cer.
tain to be a bold and outspoken protest agamnst the
desigring encroachments of a Chu-ch that constantly
sccks to impose its domination on all who will yiely
to its usurpation. A statue ike an 1dol is nothing i
the world.  Placing an efligy of the Virgin Mary og
an eminence that might outtop Liberty Enlightenin;
the World would convince no ane that the worship
of her who was blessed among women is in harmony
with the saying of Christ, * Thon shalt worship ik
Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.” Ther
arc many people who are very susceptible to outward
impressions, who are imposed on by show and pretes.
sion, on whom such visible evidences of Romish
doginas cut in stone or cast in bronze might havean
injurtous effect. It is not right that people of the im.
pressionable sort should be unnecessarily exposed to
such influences as the erection of an exclusively sec.
tarian religious monument, and the public obser
vances its position in a park that belongs to the
ciizens would inevitably impose. It may be that eg
the subject of Mariolatry Protestants and Roman
Catholics are far apart, that the average member of
either communion cannot understand the views and
feelings of the other he erection of the statue could
not lead to a better understanding between them. Og
the contrary, where opinions are so diametrically
opposed and irreconcilable, it is clear that the step
contemplated would give rise to mutual rancour and
hate, and might culminate in deeds that neither
rehgion nor common sense could sanction.

In the circumstances it is manifest that Protestants
of every degree of intelligence and all shades of
opinion are a unit as to the inadvisability of erecting
a statue to the Virgin Mary in Mountain Park, Mont.
rcal. The park belongs to the citizens, and as many
of them regard the proposal as insulting to their deep-
est religious convictions and an outrage on their feel
ings. They do well to protest in the plainest and
most outspoken manner possible. ‘The majonty of
the inhabitants of the city of Montreal belong to the
Roman Catholic Church, but that gives no warraat
for a wilful and inconsiderate disregard of the relic
gious convictions of a large, influential and’ law-abid.
ing minority. In some quarizis there appears 2
disposition to attack those who have been moyt
prominent in protesting against the action of the
zealots with whom the movement originated, but
this surely is bypercriticism run mad. If those who
comprehend the significance of the proposal, and the
conseruences to which its accomplishment would lead
were to keep silent, the same over-sensitive critics -
would be the first to upbraid them with remissness and .
indifference, once the effects of such silence were
clearly seen. In voicing the general sentiment of the
Protestant people, the clergymen of all denominations
in Montreal kave shown, and that at the proper ume,
that they comprehend their duty and that they did it
fearlessly. It is gratifying to observe that these
strong and open protests are not ‘hikely to be withot
result.  They already have had the :Ject of rousing
those with whom the movement took its nise from.
their self-satisfied and complacent dream. It has con
vinced the most funastical and unreasoning zealots)’




