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ASA GRAY. the eminent scientist and prolessor of
botany at Harvard College for many years, and author
of numerous works, died of paralysis at Roston Iast
week, aged seventy-seven years.  He had been it for
some time. Deceased was a member of almost every
famous learned saciely at home and abroad

TiE second concert given under the auspices of
the Toronto Conservatory of Music was in all respects
most successful. The audience in the Pavilion was
large and appreciative. ‘The varned piograinme was
well selected both as regards the style of rausic and
as a test of the skill of the performers, who ac-
quitted themsclves admurably and with great creditto
the Conservatory.

For two nights in succession the hall of the Y.
M. C. A, was filled last week with enthusiastic audi-
eances assembled to hear Mr. George Belford's reor-
tals. Heis endowed with the qualificanions requisite
for brilliant success in his chosen field, a tine pres-
ence, a voice of much flexibiity and compass, thor
ough good taste and culture, together with the power
ot entering into the purpose and sprrit of the authaors
whose masterpieces he so admirably interprets What
enhances his artistic accomplishment is the charm of
naturalness, which 1s always delightful.  Mr Belford
is worthy uf the success he has achieved, and 1s sure
of a hearty welcoine when he again visits Toronto

AN aggressive Home Mission movement of quite
a novel kind has been commenced by Bow Road
Church, London, the result of which will be watched
with deep interest. The debt on the church build-
ings having been removed, the Rev W M Smith and
his people resolved to prosecute wigorous evangehs
tic work 1 their densely-populated ne.ghbourhood,
but they found themselves greatly crippled for lack
of workers. This fact coming tothe knowledge of the
Rev. Dr. Munro Gibson, of St. John's Wood, he made
a special appeal to his own congregation for workers
who should go to the assistance of their brethren in
the East end. The appeal was promptly responded
to. A number of workers (including sufiicsent to form
a choir) volunteered their services. A managing
committee, consisting of members of both Churches n
equal proportions, was appointed ; and a tea meeting
was held at Bow Road to maugurate the campaign.

THE death of the Rev. Wilham Wilson, D.D,
senor printipal Clerk to the General Assembly of the
Free Church, and also Convener of the Sustentation
Committee, the Brifish Weekly remarks, recalls to
our memory how much that Church 15 indebted to the
co.. .ty of Berwick for some of her most disunguished
missionaries, professors and mimisters. The late Dr.
William Wilson was born at Westruther, The late
Dr. John Wilson, of Bomba,, was born in the adjom-
ing parish of Lauder. The late Rev. stephen Hislog,
who perhaps all round was the most distinguished
missionary the Free Church has yet had, was born at
Duns. Dr. George Smith, secretary to the Foreign
Mission Commiltee, is at present engaged on a hie of
his friend and early acquintance, which, with the witer-
esting materials he has at his command, cannot fail to
be one of great interest. The late Prinaipal Faur.
bairn, of the Free Church College, Glasgow, was born
in the parish of Greenlaw , whilst Professor George
Smeaton, D.D., of the New College, Edinburgh, was
born in the samic parish. The late Rev. Andrew
Cunninghame, of Eccles, and the Rev. James Hood
Wilson, D.D., of the Barclay Church, Edwnburgh,

were also born in Duns.  And tlus doces not exhaust
the list.
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REFERRING to the cordial welcome extended to
Mr. Spurgeon on his return from Mentone, and the
celebration of the publication of his 2,000th sermon
in conncction with the Mctropohtan Tabernacle
Pulpit, the Presbpterian Messenger says : Evangelis
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ml Lhnsmns of svery name throu;,hout the world
will sympathize with the congratulations oftered to
the great Papiist preacher on the occasion.  Mr
Spurgeon ases rank amony the most enunent no-
abilities of the Chnstian Lhurch  Few can be com
pared with hure. 1o regard to the tovang vorce , and none,
unless it be fohn Bunyan, w regard to the popular
uy of the punted page.  He has been a mighty force
i support of Gospel truth, and long may he be
spared to souud forth the beart-searching and cheer
mg word of saivattion. While saying tius, however,
from ou: 1most heart, we must not be understood as
endorstng all he has done n the * Down Grade”
comtruversy, \We ventwe to thunk that to make gen-
eral charges without speaitication of names and direct
proof of the matters alleged s a very questionable
way of dving good. I'me wil show whethet more
benetit will accrue to the cause of truth, or njury to
the brethren of the Baptist Union, by the course that
has been taken.

CaNtpaeIne and all that it imphies 1s foreng st-
self on the Churches in other lands besides Canada.
A Correspondent wates to the Chicago duterior . The
subject of mmusterial candidating is one that should
be more fully discussed through our Church papers.
A friend writes me that he s losing faith in the
Chureh and n mimstenal itegnty.  Like a number
of other excellent men, he s looking for a field of
labour, but after repeated failures, he has come to the
concluston thit he nught, with equal confidence, apply
for a government office He says * It is only thnse
who have influential friends n the vacant church, or
among nunisterial acquaintances, that can secure a
pastorate.”  On account of wire-pulling and other un-
mentionable mnethods resorted to 1n order to obtain a
call, he says he is on the pont of abandonming the
minstry and going 1nto some purely secular business.
This brother 1s a man of ability and has served the
Charch with credit to himself and success to the com-
mumity  Sotne might say, Why does he not scek em-
ployment i some of the ncedy home mussion fields ?
Simply because he could not support his family on
the meagre salary paid home missionaries. A young
man, single or marned, might hive on a salary of $7c0
10 3800, but a man with a fanuly of fonr or five chil-
dren to clothe and educate cannot. Is there not
some solution to this vexing prablem ? Can we not, as
a reliious body third in pumbers and first 1 every-
thing else, devise ** a more excellent way ”?

A CONTEMPORARY says : Two prominent Scotch
ccclesiastics have passed away. Dr. Phin steaduy
fought his way through opposition of every kind to
the foremost place mn the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland. No man could have gained the
position without possessing high qualities, and those
who knew D.. Phin best speak most warmly of his
high principle and feehing.  He undoubtedly had the
joy of seeing the Church which he loved so w "and
served in a spinit of such true self-sacrince greatly
revived under his gutdance. De. Wilham Walson,
of the Free Church, was the last of the great leaders
ot the Disruption--one of the most remarkable
groups of men ever given by the Redeemer to His
Church. In wmany ways he was not nferior to the
greatest of them., His most notable charactenstic
was bis calm sagacity, which made hamv i the town
of Dundee, where he hved and numstered, o his
Church, and throughout Scotland generally, one of
the most mmphatly trusted of men. ¢ was also
remarkable for his power of continuous labour, and,
by the observance of strict rule, he was able to get
through, without any appareat effort,’an amount of
work probably greater than that of any ecclesiastic
of his time. A~ a preacher he was singularly im-
pressive, and liad a great power over many strong
nunds.  His gift of silence was as remarkable as his
gifl of specch, aud that is saying much. Dr. Wilson
did not wear his heart on his sleeve, was quict and
reserved 1n manuct, but no man was more beloved by
the wner aircle of friends.  Cfe did not need ta know
him long before perceiving that he was not more wise
and keen than tender and true,
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THe New Yark /ud. fendent cannot be accused of
communisue leanings, neither is it oblivious of the
wrongs that e done under the sun. It says : The
doctrme of Cardimal Manning that a starving man
has a nataral right to fcod where he can tind i, even
as David toak ot from the altar of shew-bread and is
approved for it. 1« bewng exemphtied w an alarming
way i the Hebredes We mentioned some weeks ago
how the crofters of the istand of Lewss had raided a
deer forest to supply thew hunger Dy English law
and custom unthig e 15 so sacred as a deer
forest, for that suppie - the pleasures of the class that
has blue bload and it these profane and
hungry peasants, angty hecause the land has been
taken ta feed deer, wstead of people, killed the deer
i one great slaughter and salted the flesh for food.
Of course they will be pumshed, and six of them have
been sent for trial to Edinburgh, where, for want of
funds, they can cali no withesses and will certainly be
condemned.  But they are stll hungry, It is said
that so poor have been the rrops, that in one parish,
not meal enangh cnuld be found te make a poultice
ordered by a de tur Now (- God fearing, Bible-
reading penple have been guilty of another piece of
violence A prece of ground where they had pastured
their cows was nnw taken to raise sheep for the pro-
prictar of the ssland  So a thousand men with ban-
ners and pipers met and quietly drove off the sheep,
not taking a single one for themselves, but just seizing
the land that they mught culivate and graze it. Of
coursc this was lawless, and a force of a hundred
marines anl constables rasisted the hungry peasants,
They took thirteen prisoners, who will fcllow the
others to Edimburgh and to prison, but the sheep
were driven off.  * Doth God care for oxen ?”  Doth
Gad care for deer and sheep? Nay venly, for our
sakes was it wntten, that there may be room for the
poor, and that the nich may not lay field to field till
they they are placed alone in the earth. There will
be legislation far the poor, or Ireland and Scotland
will know the reason why.

iN a recent serm .. in St. Gabriel's Church, Mont-
real, Dr Campbell discussed methods of money-
rasing for Church and benevolent purposes. He
expressea the opinion that lotteries lost nane of their
immnral qualities by being had recourse to under the
gwse of religion or humanity. He condemned raffles
ac bazaars as familiarizing the young with the short
way of getting possessions, whereas God’s law was
that men were to subsist by their industry. He also
condemned the statutes beaning on this matter in the
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, which sanctioned
raffles at sales for religious and bensvolent objects,
This mvolved the vicious prnciple that a practice
which 1s held to be mimoral in an individual seeking
his own gain loses its tmmorahity when it is followed
ostensibly in the service of rebigion. Dr. Campbell
commended the newspapers that had led the onsiaught
on the gambling that was going on in communities in
the name of business, and hoped the young men
would take warning, and not tamper with the tempta-
tion of striving to get rich by any other course than
honest and persevering labour. At the same time,
be could not sec why a company of Christians should
not combine to hold a sale in the interest of the
Church as well as in the interest of their private
estate.  Whatever was allowable for them in other
relatiuns was allowable for them as part of the eccle-
siastical community e did not see any superior
virtne 1 money ; and he kuew there were good
Chnstian people who could give a great deal more

for the Church in the way of time and skill than they

could 1n ready moncy, and he held that personal ser-
vice was of more value i the sight of God than
dollar bills taken from the pocket. The women of
sract spun the gouts’ hair for the service of God’s
house, and he could not see why Chr-istian ladies
should not be allowed to use their needles in making
articles for church sales, and good singers and speak-
ers to exercise their voices in concerts, if thereby they
could do more for upholding ordinances than i any
other way—and did it, animated by tru= zeal for the
Master’s cause,



