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that they would not sec death, but would be changed
alive. [fthere were such it is evident now that they
were mistaken in that hope. The coming was not
near as they thought it might be, but eightcen hun-
dred years off.  We know this, and their evident
mustakes should surcly teach men now not (o assert
too strongly they may never die but shall sce the
coming,

But 1 think we may go further and show that some
of the apostles at least expected to dic and so could
not be swatching for the coming of Christ an least till
the year A.D. 62. Paul knew inthe year A.D. Go
that hie should go to Rame before Christ should come
{Acts xxiii. t1); alter that he meant to visit Spain,
When at Rome he spoke of dying (2 Tun. iv, 6), of a
desire to be absent from the body (2 Cor. v, 8) ; but
he never hinted that Christ might come before he died.
How could he then be every moment lovking for the
coming as if it were *‘liable” to come then. So
with Peter—~Christ told lnm expressly that he should
die (John xxii. 19) ; he Aneww that he * must shortly
put off this my tabernacle, as the Lord hath showed
me.” (2 Peter i. t4.) How could hie then expect not to
dic but to be an angel? John also took pains (John
xxii. 23) to correct the false idea which some about
the year A.D. 6o or 70 entertuned that he should
not die, but that Christ should first come. What-
ever, therefore, some mistaken men may have thought,
the Scripture does not represent Chyist as “liable to
come " before the death of Paul, Peter, or John.  The
apostles at least were not mustaken, They did not
think that the conung was “immunent ¥ or might oc-
cur at any moment during their lifetime.

Once more, on page 42, 1 find abundant reference
to the “appearing ” of our Lerd, as meaning the com-

ing of Christ  the body. 1f so, then, it cannot be an_

invistdle coming for the rapture of the saints (if such
a thing there be), 1t must be the event of Rev, i 7.
Now, by the “brightness of this coming? the “law-
less one "1sto be destroyed. (2 Thess. ii. 8.) But where
is this “lawlessone” n the ycar 18852 Has the apos-
tacy not yet culminated in the revelation of the Man of
Sin? 1Is he to be found sitting in the temple at Jeru-
salem where he is to be destroyed by the brightness of
the coming ? How, then, can any sane man be looking
for that coming to-day? There is no Man of Sin now
to be destroyed ; no temple in which he may sit, If
Christ may come to-day, then He may come before
that can take place, which the Holy Ghost says will
take place at His coming. Mr. Muller was nght
when he told a meeting in Shaftesbury Hall, Toronto,
that he did not expect Christ to come until the Man
of Sin should sit in the temple of rebuilt Jerusalem.
But if this 1s so, in what sense is the coming im-
minent ? Itis sof * hable to occur at any moment,”
not unt1l after the Man of Sin is revealed. But shall
1 be told of an “mwvisible coming for the saints,” to

take their bodies to heaven, an interval of great
tribulation, and then a “visible coming wit4 the
saints” for judgment ; and that thesc are one event 7
Then words have lost their meaning, and argument
is useless. But of this another time.

THE REV. FAMES BAIN.

Another of the fathers of the Church has fallen
asleep and passed from our view, old in years and
ready for the summons. We allude to the late Rev.
James Bain, formerly minister of St. Andrew's Church,
Scarborough; but, since his release from the active
dutice of his office, a resident of Markham Village.
He departed this life on the oth inst., in the eighty-
fourth yecar of his age and sixtieth of his ministry.
The deceased possessed a remarkably vigorous and
healthy constitution ; so much so that he has often
been heard to say that during the whole course of his
active mmistenal duties he was not once absent from
Tus pulpit through illness.  And it is only about eigh-
teen months ago since he began te suffer from the
sickness which terminated fatally,  Altnough notcon-
fined to the house all that tume he was unable to move
about much during the past year. About five weeks
since it was apparent to all that his cnd wasnear. He
was aware of this himself; but death to him had lost
its sting, and he passed away in the full assurance of
a blessed immortality. .

The deceased was born in September, 1802, in the
parish of Maderty, Scotland, He was an only son,
and 1t was his mother’s carnest desire that he should
become a minister of Christ.  Shortly after his birth
his parents removed to the town of Auchterader in

Perthshire—a place afterward famous in the ecclesi-
astical bistory of Scotland. In 1812 he wassent to an
academy-~celebrated in those days—in the parish of
Mecthren ; a man distinguished for his learning and
piety at that time presided over the academy, Rev,
Dr. Malcoim.  In the autumn of 1816, then only four-
teen years of age, hic entered the University of Edin.
burgh. His collegiate and theological course was
mainly pursued at that University ; but in addition to
the ordinary course at Edinburgh he attended classes
at the University of Glasgow, which were presided over
by men famous in the subjects they respectively taught.
So ardent a student was he that, with no idea of fol-
lowing the medical profession, but solely with the de-
sire of perfecting his studies, he attended a course of
lectures on anatomy and other bianches of medical
science. Upon leaving the Hall, he was considered
too young to cnter upon the serious dutics of the
ministry, and conscquently taught a school in the
parish of Strathmiglo, in Fifeslure, Scotland, iere
he first met William Barne, who afterward became
the Rev. Dr. William Barrie, numster of Eramosa, in
this Province.  With hum the deceased formed a long
and close fricndship, termmaung only by the death of
the former in 1880. In 1825 he was licensed to
preach by the Umited DPresbytenian  Preshytery of
Perth, Shortly after he reccived a call to become
the minister of the congregation of the Union Chapel,
which had been recently org.nized in Kirkcaldy- then
containing a population of about 12,000, and distant
from Edinburgh twelve miles.  In consequence, how-
ever, of a long and scrious illness, his ordination did
not take place until the sth of April, 1826, when he
was ordained and inducted as the first minister of
Union Chapel.

Here he remained for upward of twenty-seven years
until the year 1853, when he emigrated with his family
to this Province. At the commencement of his ministry
the congregation of Union Chapel was small in num.
ber ; but under the powerful ministry of Mr. Bain its
numbers were greatly increased and at the time heleft
formed a largo and flourishing congregation. During
lus long residence in Kirkealdy, Mr. Bain took a pro-
minent part in all enterprises forined for the social
and religious welfare of the community. In the year
1832 he took an active part in favour of the Reform
Bill of that period. Being an eflective platform
speaker, he took part in many of the local meetings in
favour of that measure, acquiring a great influcnce
with the people, which he always exercised, however,
temperately.

In educational matters he always took an activein-
terest, and was largely instrumental in procuring the
cstablishment in Kirkcaldy of an academy designed
to teach the higher branches of education. He made
a thorough examination of the Prussian and other sys.
tems, and about the year 1840 he published a work on
the subject which obtained more than a local celebrity.
About this time, the Town Council of Aberdeen, being
destrous of making changes in the system then in
use in their chief academy, applied to Mr. Bain for
his views on the subject. He communicated these at
some length, and very many of his valuable sugges-
tions were adopted by the Council. For this work
he received & vote of thaunks from the Town Council
of Aberdeen. During his residence in Kirkealdy, he
was an occasional contributor to the Edinburgh Re-
view, Chambers's Journal and other publicattons. He
always took an active interest in scientific and other
subjects—delivering from time to time courses of lec-
tures upon various popular subjects suitable to the mass
of the people for whom they were intended.

A man of broad views, of kindly disposition and ami-
able temperament united to great strength of character,
he was esteemed by all,a favourite alike with the people
at large and his brethren in the Presbytery and che
ministers of the various denominations in the town in
which heresided. During the time and after the Dis.
ruption in Scotland, there was but little kindly fecling
between the Established and Free Church parties. He
was fortunate, however, in retaining the esteem of both
in his own locality, and was frequently the means of al
laying the animositics existing between them,

During his residence in Kirkealdy and before lea.
ving, Mr, Bain was made the recipient of many testi-
monials of regard and afiection from his congregation
and, at alarge and influential meeting held just before
his lcaving Kirkcaldy, in which ncarly all the minis-
ters of the town and neighbourhood and many of the
promiueat citizer.s were present, he was presented
with a purse containing a large suin and received the

kindly greetings and best wishes of the whole commu.
nity.

During his residence in Kirkealdy, Mr. Bain had
several opportunitics offered him of larger aned wider
spheres in which he might'have been brought more
prominently forward ; but he uniformly declined them,
having long formed the intention of emigrating from
his native land, but which intention he deferred carry-
ing out in the lifetime of hisaged father.

He emigrated to tlus country in the year 1853, ar-
riving in the city of Taronto in the month of Novem.
ber of that year.  Although a minister of the United
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, he shortly after
cominyg here applied for admission to, and became
connected with, the Presbyterian Church in Canada in
connection with the Church of Scotiand.  He adopted
this course only after a thorough investigation of the
subject, and upon coming to the conclusion that there
existed no difference in dectrine in the Churches and
no sufiicient reason in his mind why the three bodies
into which the Presbyterian Church in this country
was then divided should continue separate. Asmay be
supposed he was always a strong advocate for the
union of the Churches, and when, at length, inthe year
1873 the proposition was brought prominently forward
which resulted in the union of the Presbyterian parties
in the Dominion, lie was. in his own Church—a pro.
minent supporter and advocate of the measure.

Shortly after arriving in this country he accepted a
call to become the pastor of the congregation of St.
Andrew'’s Church, Scarborough.  He entercd upon his
dutics as pastor on the 18th of December, 1853, al-
though, owing to the necessary formalitics incident to
s being received into the Presbyterian Church in
Canada in connection with the Church of Scotland, he
was not inducted to the charge of St. Andrew’s cone
gregation until the month of October, 1854, Previously
to his receiving the call he had only preached oncein
St. Andrew's Church—nviz,, on the 12th of December
—and itis a singular coincidence that the services cons
r.ected with his own funeral should take place on the
same day of the month—-cxactly thirty-two years
afterward and in the same church in which he then
preached.

He continued pastor of St. Andrew's Church until
the month of December, 1874, when, after nearly
forty-nine years in the active service of his Master,
and feeling the oncrous dutics connected with the pas-
torate of so large and wide-spread a congregation too
great, he resigned his charge, taking up his residence
in the village of Markham, where he resided up to the
time of his decease.  Although the tic was then
severcd, the congregation testified their esteem for
him by the presentation of many beautiful and costly
gifts on the completion of his fifty years of service,

\Vhile minister of St. Andrew’s Church, Mr, Bain,
in addition to the dutics connected with his own charge,
took a very prominent and active partin the Presbytery
and Synod of the Church. His influence was gredt,and
his opinions upon the many important matters brought
before thuse courts were always received with the
greatestrespect.  He was the first to suggest the idea
of a Home Mission Scheme to the Presbytery of To-
ronto, and from this Presbytery 1o the Synod, and
upon its adoption he, along with Dr. Barclay, of
Toronto, the Hon. Alexander Morris, then of Mont-
real, and others, were sent to advocate the Scheme
before various congregations in the then Provinces
of Upper and Lower Canada. It would be safe tosay
that up to the time when he retired from active duties
no man exercised a greater and few men as great an
influence upon the work, welfare and well-being of the
Church with which he was connected.

He was a man of keen perceptions, of wide know-
ledye and expericace, of scholarly attainments, of
good business abilitics, a fluent speaker, possessed of
a clear intellect and good voice, a powerful preacher
and an able debater. At kome, alike in the pulpit,
in the church courts and on the platform ; powerful in
prayer, it has been said of him that his prayers were
better than a sermon. Unselfish, sympathetic, kind
and generous, ic was a true friend and counscllor,
and many in the time of trial and bereavement have
{eit the benefit of his counsel and consolation. Al-
though Mr. Bain ceased to have the charge of a con-
gregation, he was, until within the last year, tnoquently
called upon to officiate.

Mr. Bain was married on the 2st of July, 1828, up-
ward of fifty-seven ycars ago. He leaves his aged
partner in life and four children living. One sonm,
Mr. John Bain, Q.C,, of Torento, and three daughters
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