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WE sce it stated that Mr George Munro, the well-
known publisher of New York, whose liberality has
more than once gladdened the heart of Dalhousie Col-
lege, has decided to endow a chair of Ethies in that
institution, and that Mr Robert Murray of the 1%52ness
will be appointed Professor.  We hope both of these
things are true,  Mr. Munro 1s a princely giver, and
when he has a few thousands to spare he always re-
member- his native Nova Scotia,  We wish some of
the other Canadians whoe have made fortunes under
the Stars and Stripes would follow Mr. Munro's ex-
ample. Of course, a Canadian who has made money
in the States should support the Church there with
which he s connected, as Mr. Munro no doubt does
quitc liberally ; but 1t 1sanice thing to see a rich man
send some of hus spare cash to lns old home. As re-
gards Mr. Murray, we hope he may get lus professor-
ship and every other good thing he wishes to have.
If our genial friend sees his way clear to descend from
the chair editorial tw the chair professorial, we have
no doubt he will teach the young Blue-noses sound
ethics. It always gives us pleasure to sec a good
brother of the quill offered a good thing, whether he
takes it or not.

PROFESSOR GREGG'S opening lecture in Knox Col-
lege gives usaforetaste of the * History of E'resbytenan-
ism” which he 1s writing. Someof t..¢ terary qualhties
that we predicted would be found in the history may
be found in this lecture in a marked degree. The
first thing that stnkes one n reading the lecture 1s
that a vast amount of time, labour and patience rmust
have been expended in gathering the material. The
facts and figures are there gathered frum ¢very section
of the Dominton -between Nova Scotia and Briush
Columbia. It would be almost a muracle were there
not a few mistakes, and yet we venture to say that all
the critics in the Dominion 'ron't find more nustakes
than may be counted on one’s fingers, if they find any
atall. Perhaps the next thing that strikes one is the
admirable arrangement of the matter.  You know just
where the Professor is all the time, and he is neverin
a fog. While the arrangement as a whole is admir-
able, each paragraph, in fact every sentence, 1s clear
as noonday. You start with the traveller of 1817 across
the Continent and find him a mast entertaining com
panion who never utters a turgid or foggy sentence as
he describes the Presbyterianism of those carly tunes.
The traveller of 1885 who takes ycu from ocean to
ocean and describes the Preshyterianisin of to day is
equally entertaining an”. instructive.  The lecture was
a rare trrat for evers Presbyterian ; but must prove
specially good reading for the old people who remenn-
ber many of the events and persons described.

THERE will be no brighter page in the history of
Presbyteridnism in Canada than that on which 1s de-
scribed the efforts made by our Church in Manitoba
and the North-West. Of Inte years we certainly have
donc something to atone for the neglect of the Pres-
byterians in that region in the early days. The facts
are well stated by Dr. Gregg m Ins opening Iecture.
Referring to the North-West, he said .
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But the trial which the Red River colonists felt mowt
keenly was their long-continued destituticn of 1eli sious ondin.
ances conducted by ministers of the Presl 'lct!nn Chutch,
to which they belonged.  One of the great Inducements by
which |hc} had been led 1o emsgrate fiom Scotland was the
promise of o minister to accompany them.  But for fosty
years, notwithstanding repeated applications and petitions
1o the ministers in Scotland, to the heits of Lonl Selkitk,
and to the Hudson Bay Company, no Presbyterian minister
was sent.  The first ministes of their own Church whe ever
set foot in the Great North-West was the late Dr. Joba
Black, of Kildonan, who was sent chiefly theough the ex.
ctitons of the late Dr. Robert Butns and tae Missionary

Society of the students of Knox College,
Now mark the contrast :

, At present, there are in Manitoba, and other parts of the
Nur,:h West, nut fewer than ailty-cighy ordasned teshytenan
ministers, besides lhhlr\ six probationets, students and cate
chists having charge of cighty congregations, and of mission
ficlds, 1 connection with which are meze than 250 points at
wl}uh seivicesare held,  Thete are now twice as wany ors
dained Presbyterian min _is s che Nosth-West as there were
in the whole of Butish Nutth America in the year 1817, A
Vieshyterian College has also been established at Winnipep
1 the traamng of addional mimisters as nussionaties,

Uur young Church has reason to be thankful for many
things ; but for nothing niore than for the work we
have been honoured 0 do in this new part of the

Dominion,  Ihe foundations of a great country are
bemny Llud there and we are doing our share by preach.
ing the Gospel at 250 points.  That is our contribu-
tion to the future prospenty of the country, and it 12 a
good one. Nobody sends a better  As the settle-
ments increase we must increase the number of
points.  Ere long the new college will make stself felt
i this work,

THE most telling blows given to the enemies of
orthodox Christiamty are often dealt by laymen. We
have szen nothing better in this line than a speech re-
cently delivered at a public dinner by Mr. James Rus-
sell Lowell, ex-Minister of the Umted States to Eng-
land.  Some sueering atlusions to orthodoxy had been
made by previous speakets and Mr. Lowell took up
the cudgel and struck the imodern scoffers in tis style;

The worst kind of religion is no ,zligion at all : and these
men, hiving n caseand luxury, indulging themselves in the
amusement of gaing withmut religinn, may be thankful that
they hive in lands where the Gogpel they negieet has tamerd
the beasthness and ferocity of the men who, hut for Chaist
unmty, might long ago have caten their carcaswes like the
South Sca Islanders, o7 cut off their heads and tanned their
hides like the monsters of the French Rev lution.

No professor of Apologetics ever put the pomt any
better than that, These men who try to destroy Christ-
tamity take good care they remain in a land in which
the influence of Christianity has made their hides safe.
Hear Mr. Lowell agamn ;

When the microscopic search of scepticism, which has
hunted the heavens and sounded the seas to disprove the
exstence of a Creator, has turned its attention to human
socter”, and has found a place on this planet, ten miles
square, where a decent man can iive in decency, comfort and
security, supportng and cducating his childien unspoiled
and unpolluted—a place whese age is reverenced, infancy re-
spected, manhood respected, womanhood honoured, and
human life held in due 1egard —when seeptics can find such i
a place ten miles square on this glohe, where the Gospel of
Chnst has not gone and cleared the way and laid the !
foundations angt made decency and security possible, it wiil
then be 1 order for the sceptical literati to mave thither
and there ventilate their views

These *en miles square have not been found and are
not likely to be, and the sceptics will in the meantime
reman m Chnistian countries and enjoy the blessings
which Christianity confers upon society while they do
all m thew power to undermine the Christian systen.,
Mr. Lowell adds -

So long as these very men are depenident upon the reli-
gion which they discard for every privilege they enjoy, they
may well hesitate a httle before they seek to rob the Christ-
ian of his hupe and humanity of 1ts faith 1 1t Savionr who
alone has given 1o man that hope of hife ¢crnal which mahes
life tolerable and saciety vossible, and robs death of its
terrors and the grave of its gloom.

Our neighbours nught do a much worse thing than !
gwe Mr Lawell a chair in Apoiogetics in one of their
many colleges,

PRESBYTERIANISM IN CANADA~-PAS 1
AND PRESENT.
DEPARTING shghtly from the academic usage, Pro-
fessor Gregg, instead of taking as the subject of his
inaugural Iecture at the opening of the present Session

of Knox College some theme of an abstruse nature,
selected a hustonical subjecr.  W.iile no doubt the
exhaustive and formal discussion of some important
doctrine, or a phase of speculative thought, may be
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cmnently sroper and much rehshed by the students l
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and the many representative ministers belonging to
the city and from a distance, it is obsesvable that a
large number of those engaged m bustness pursuns
and their fanulies mvanably attend on these oc-
casons, the scating capacity of Convocation Hall
being taxed to the utmost, it 1s wise to make an oc.
caswnal mcursioa mto other and less recondite
realins and thus secure a more general interest,  "I'he.
subject of Dr, Gregg's lectura and itsmethod of treat-

et were quite appropriate to the occasion and in.
teresting (o the entire awdience. It secused, as it de-
served, the closest attention. |t was clear, concise
and methodical.  He sompressea into moderate com-
pass the results of wuch pamnstaking and laborious
research.  Phe law of proportion was strictly ob.
served, no part of the vast field was overlooked, and
no part received undue prommence. In stiucture,
style and spint it wasa model of what a historical lec-
ture should be,

The first trace of Preshyterianism on the North
American Contment s suggestine. lis proneers came
reither from Scotland nor Ireland, but from France.
A eompany of Huguenots, headed by Lieut.-General
De Monts, settled in Acadia who worslpped God i
freedom according to the solemn and sunple forms of
the Presbyterian Chureh.  Many of the best and the
worthicst in France embracell the Reformation doc-
trines ; but bigotry subjected them topersccution and
extle.  Is the futh of the Huguenots a thing of the
past, and have their history and its sublime lessons
no meaning and no monition for ihe French-speakng
people on both sides of the Atlantic to-day? May
not the good sced of the Word sown by the De Mants
colony yet reappear on the Continent in an abundant
harvest ?

The contrast between the nuinerical strength of
Presbyterianism in 1817 and the present year is very
striking.  From the small beginnings of the former
period and the eapanding growth of to-day those at-
tached to the Presbyterian Chureh have good reason
to thank God and take courage. Ina review of the
past it might, under certain circumstances, be pro-
fitable as a guide for the futwe to note the failures,
the mmstakes and the remissnesses that a candid survey
might make appurent , but even the critic strenuously
resolved on the discovery of flaws would, in spite
of himself, find his heart beginning to glow with enthu
siasm as he recalled the many excellent men whe
self-denyingly gave themselves to the apostolic work of
going everywhere preaching the Gospel to the scat
tered remnant, founding churches and ordaining
clders in every place.

These devoted men, who laid the foundations of
Presbytenianista i the Provinces by the seain the
Lower and Upper Canadas of former times, did their
work as ever “in the Great Taskmaster's eye,” with
but slun hope of carthly recogmuion and slimmer ex-
pectation of adequate earthly support.  They did their
work well.  They laboured abundamtly, and other
men have entered into their labours. Through the
whole extent of the older Provinces, the names of
these early labourers 1n the Gospel field are still
mentioned with kindly rememorance, and numerous
are the wstances recited of amable trants of charac
ter, pithy saymygs that dwell in the memory, good
deeds accomplished, privations endured and struggles
herorcally and uncomplainingly borne by those who
left the impress of their Chnistian personality on the
carly settlements of Quebec and Ontano.

The contrast between Presbytenanism past and pre-
sent shows the wondrous vitality and adapuiveness of
the system.  Its success on this Continent is ample
evidence that it 1> not circumscribed by geographical
boundaries, that 1t1s not the rehigion of a clan or
race. It can go wherever the Gospel is destined
to go, and that is throughout the world. They would,
however, misunderstand the meaming of this success
who make 1t a matter for vainglonous boasting, or
pharisaic exclusiveness. In 2 most commendable
spirit the lecture clesed with the following redection
to whivh every true Miesbytenan will heartily say
amen ;

Surely a comparison of the state of things in 1817
and in the present year is well fitted to awaken profound
gratitude to God forthe great things He has wrought for and
by our Church, and to encourage us 1o prosccute our work
with incrcasins; vigour in this land, and also to carry on
in other lands the missionasy undcnakmgs 1n which we have
heen permitted to engage, and which God has abundantly
blessed ; and ought we not 10 feel deeper gratitude and in-
creased encouragement from the fact that the growth of our
Church lias not ‘l‘,\ccn achicved at the expense of other Evan-
gelical Churches, but that, on the contrary, they have simi.



