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changed, ard men are changed too ; but we have high char-
acters of our own. Follow me,”

He led me into the underground church, where, during
four centusies, not a prayer was deliveted nor a taper burned.
A shudder seized me when I found mysell in a dark, damp
underground passage. The lower we descended the more
stifling the air was. Finally we entered the church, which
was a dark, drippiog vault.. The severe faces of the holy
images seemned to tremble in the weak light of the oil lamps
that hung before them. * And here for centuries God was

lorified, and men tried to silence the voice of their nature,”
ought 1. Suddenly I was startled by a strange appearaoce.
There slowly approached us a figure clad in a wide, dark
cloak, ornamented with white insigoia~—the skull and bones
and white crosses. It was a schema-monk,
 \Who is hete 2" he asked in a hollow voice. .
f;A monk and a layman, holy, father,” answered my
uide.
B Layman? Whylayman? Go and pray that you masy
be received into the convent. Hasten, for the axe is laid
unto the root of the tree.  An unquenchable fire is blazing,
?ﬂ)d dthe' guashiog of the teeth of sinners is heard, O Lord,
td ¢

‘The schema.monk prostrated himself on the earthen floor
and sobbed. We left the church. My gmde told me that
the schema-monk had lived in the catacombs for over thir.
teen years, ‘

‘We entered another underground apartment.
door was seen at the ead of a passage.

¢ In that ccll,” said my guide, ** the hermit John lived for
seventeen years.  He was bora in 1795, From boyhood he
seemed to be a religious eathusiast, yet he stayed in the
world unul his thuty-cighth year. Then he entered the
copvent, put letters upon himself, and began to morntify his
flesh. The meanest and hardest work he performed joyfully
He prayed to be permitted to shut himself up in the eata.
combs, but the Pior submitted him to various trials for
years. At length, in 18ou, he was blessed and allowed to
shut himself up in this cell, A coffin with a little straw in
it was put in lge tell, and daily biead and water were given
to him, Hoere he remained in the winter without avy stove,
He prayed day and night. Finally he looked lske a skeleton,
and then he had visions. Vanous saints, and even Christ,
appeared to him and comforted him. There is a ittle hole
leading from hus cell to the underground church.  Applying
his ear to that hote, John used to histen tu the divine scivices
in the church, At last, 1n 1877, be died, and was bLuried in
the cell.”

My guide opened the iron door, and there in the flyor I
saw the black grave of the hermit. Heavy fetters lay on the
floor. A dark panting of the crucifixion hung on the wall,
which was lighted by an oil lamp.

‘When we emerged from the catacombs we met a stout,
handsome monk, with two young womea leaning on his
arms,

An iron

RELIGIOUS LIFE OF FREEDMEN.

The vast majority of the blacks are Baptist. Next in
point: of numbers come the Methodists. Lastly, though
vastly in the minonty, stands the Presbytenans and Episco-
palians. In fact the later admit and deplore their inability
to carry out an adeguate system of missionary work among
the negroes. In only a few of the large towns do we Sad
Afncan Episcopal churches, True, all the white Episco-
pal cburches have galleries set apart for the negroes, but
they are nnused, ot at most sparsely occupied. It is not
uncommoa to sec a white Episcopal church with one or
more colouted members ; but the chances are that one will
turn out to be the well-paid sexton, and the rest a couple of
:uPerannunlcd carriage drivers, who, having in {ormer days
¢ sociated wid ne quality,” scorn to * take vp wid poor
folke 2nd viggers.”

As a rule the doctrine and ritual of the Church seem
utterly incomprehensible, and therefore repellant to the
pegro. He harbours an vadisguised distrust of it. He does
not consider it religion at all.  He has not the faintest idea
that it can save anybody. There is too little heat and too
much form ; and the pegro is the truceless enemy of form
in religion or ovt of religion. He is & creature of emotion,
impulse, noite. Restraint is odicus, insupportable. Aaapt
text, a familiar allusion, or simply the shout of a fellow
listener, plunges him into cestacies, and henceforward he is
alive only to the sound of his own voice.

As an illusteation of what the mass of the negroes think
of Episcopacy. 1 will give a colloquy 1 once overheard be-
tween an old Baptist negro and his former master’s son. It
had been nearly a score of years since they parted, and the
affectionate old man had made a long and weary jouroey on
foot to see as o manthe one he bad doted on as a child.
Before scparatiog he gave the talk = religious turn, express-
1ng much anxiety lest the young man should be fost.

“Why, Uancle Ned,” responded the youth, “I attend
charch regularly, and endeavour in all things to do what is
right.  What more cap I1do?

*Ah, Mars Tom, Mats Tom,” s2id the old man fer-
veotly, * whendid ye getligion? Whar was it yer went
down under the water? ‘Member, child, de good book
says 'pent and be baptized, else yer ¢a’ enter de kingdom
ot heaben.”

** Trae, Uncle Ned,” was the rejoiner; *‘but you must
remember that we Episcoy Jlians, while as devoat and eam-
estas you are, have different notions of what repentance
and baplism mean, We are less demonstrative though
moze deliberate than you are.”

*¢Child,” said the old wman solemnly, * yer talk is too
hifalatin fer me. Bat the Bible is plain as A, B, C., whar
it says yer is. got to 'pent acd be baptized, er yer'll be
damned. Ise feared, fact I knows, yer's not done nuther.
It’s dat Pisterpalium church what des matter longer.  Fer
what wid- ges gittin’s op and yer sittin’ dowp, and yer
‘sponsin’, and yer prayin prayers dat er man up Norf made
and put *ém in cr book, and yer mcllgdoxium: cr playin’ all
ther time, yer's so tuck up ther Sperit ca’ come nigh
yez. \Why, .boney, dese same old eyes” ‘tonching them
thoughtlally) *'is seed yer preacher lookin' oa at folks

dancin’ avd breaki' der commandments, And dat af’
all. My Poily says sbe seed him fiogerin' un er fiddle
hisself, and moughter nigh 'bout ter play, ‘Member, honey,
ther Scripture says keep yer lamp trum an’ er bumnin', an’
yer ile.can full ter pour in it.

*“ Now, Uncle Ned,” was the evasive reply, I hope
you don’t think my lamp is without oil, do you?”

“ Child, tai’ even got no wick in i{t. Fac'is, Ise erfeared
yer at’ even got no lamg,"mullercd the decripit old negro,
as he moamfully shambled off. —Atlantic Monthly.

AN INDIAN SUMMER LOVE.

As in the chill November's shortening days,
When summer's gold has faded from our sight,
And thickening gloom, and speedy omiug night,
And guihering leaves along the gusty ways,
And poon-day sun, half shorn its ardent rays,
With prophecies of winter’s death affiight,
There sudden shines, amidst the dark and blight,
A suramer radiance on the astonished gaze,
So to my heart, in life's autumnal time,
When passion’s wasting fire burns faiot and low,
Thy late found love, my darling, brings again
The spriog’s bught promise and the summer’s prime ;
Kindies my soul to an cthereal glow,
And wakes my lute to unaccustomed strain.

~—~Independent,

ROMANCE AND REALITY.

Proceeding on our trip tawards the Yellowstone Park we
reached a place named Dickenson. Here was a party of
seven Crow Indians. They were standing about the station
10 a helpless, listless way, as if the world had gone wrong,
Ve learned that they wese waiting to goon, and were either
without money or hoping for some chance by whic?, to save
what they had and perhaps pick up a tnfle besides, They
wanted to move forward to Little Migsouri. Mr. Rufus
Hatch kindly offered them places in the last car of our train
—which was very carefully cleaned when they left.  They
d:d not understand a word of Eoghsh, but by the Government
papers which they carnied, and a truly comical pantomime,
we ascertained sumething about them, The child, who had
a face hike o prece of kaotied, stained mahogany, showed me
a paper which was a United States Indian Service Permis.
sion., It was dated Fort Berthold, Auvg. 17th, 1883, and
sad, * Permission 1s given to Crow's Bieast, Rabbit's Head,
Porcupine Head, Kidney, Young Wolf, Big Bull and Dog
Bear 1o be absent from Agency for twenty-five days, to en-
able them to visit their friends at the Crow’s Agency.” In
romance the Indian is picturesque, he is a poble savage,
brave, if cruel, with such enduring qualities as an athlete that
. o civilized being could for one moment compare with him.
He istail and fleet and strong. Under torture he never
winces, he endures all ills like a stoic. If slightly treacher-
ous to a foe he is kind and true to his friend, and his one
weakness is & love of scalps, feathers and trinkets. In actual
fact he1s a durty and loathsome object, a being carious to
look upoan once and then 1o be avoided forever. A man with
as much nobiity and kindaness as the wild beasts which roam
over his pranes. Such, at least, were my impressions,
judping from the specimens 1 saw. They looked like ani-
mated bundles of btankets and moccasias, with long, tangled,
matted hair, dirty straw and felt hats, dirtier ribbons, bits of
finery and feathers, They wore big Lrass finger-rings, brace-
lets and ammlets. They were tall, broad-chested, strong-
limbed looking ruftians, whom no sane being weuld trust
for an instant.  They showed that they were a greedy, if
no1 a thievish, crew, and were certainly an ungrateful set.
Some of the ladies and gentlemen made them presents of
knives and useful articles, and offered to buy their rings and
moccasins at twenty times their value. The rascalsdemanded
such prices that the iadies quitted them in disgust. At Little
Missoun, whea requested to leave they statked away with-
out a word of thanks for the ride, looking as if they bad
been defranded. A lady who had joined the train at an
outlying station, 2ad, haviog passed some months in one of
their wretched, miserable camps, styling herself an Indian
princess, explained that the creatutes were ofiended becauss
we did not take them farther on their way.—LZendons Tele-

groph.

THE SOURCE OF LONGFELLOW'S LAST
INSPIRATION.

San Blas is hatdly more than an extentive thatched village.
On the Biufl beside 1t exist the nuns of an ancient, substan-
tial San Blas shaken to preces by an carthquake. Some old
bronzs bells from its church have been brought down and
sct up oa some ruic wooden trestles ontke ground in front
of the poor chapel, without 2 belfsy, which now fills the
ccclesiastical needs of the place.  Thisarrangement is some-
times referred to as 2a Lorre de San Blas—the steeple of San
Blas. My slight skewch of these bells made oz 2 fly-leaf
of ray note-book 1n the first instance came to have an impor-
tance far beyond its own merits, I have the gratification of
koowing that it proved to be the source of the last ipspima-
tion of iongfellow. The great 2ad good poet died on the
24th of March, 1882.  In his portiolio was found his finad
wotk, ** The Bells of San Blas,” dated March 15, which
afterward appeared in the ** Atlantic Monthly.” His memo-
randum~b$>k conl;incd ?l rdcrcn‘c‘cl. ﬁu a suggestion [?f ’;'

m, to the anmber an ¢ o arpes’s Magaziee T 0
fr?:mc moath, in whichptalfc sketch was publigcd.—w.
. Biskop.

Tus Rev. J. L. Rentonl, M. A., of East St Kilda, Mel-
bourne, bas been uparimously nomtnated by the Melbourne
Presbytery for the new professorship of  Biblical Criticaym
and Apologetics ” in the Ormond College. Thiscollege will
soon be amoagst the most richly eadowed 1a the world. It
has lately received additional donations smouating to
§283,000.

Srrrisn anp Fonmien <Ermes,

Tug gitls of Puinceton, Indiana, bave piganized an anti.
chewlng gum socicty.

MR. WALTER PoLLOCK has been appointed editor of the
1t Saturday Review."

It is sald the successor of Bishop Jackson in the bishopric
of London, will be Bishop Temple,

D=R. MONK, the retired oiganist of York Minster, is to
receive an annual allowance of $1,500.

THE rew facade of the cathedral of Florence was uncovers
ed on the 15t inst. It has cost $200,000.

A MARRIAGE took place recently at Portsea, England, in
which the puncipals and whole bridal party weie deaf
mutes.

TuIR1Y per cent, of the suicides in France take place in
cafés and alter the intendsog suicide has first partaken of a
hearty meal.

THERE are two cats at the crystal palace exhibit of Lon-
doa priced at $50,000 each. Five hundred dollars is & com-
mob ptice fixed on the exhibits.

ACCORDING to the Vienna ** Med. Blatter,” the most ex-
peasive drug now in ths market is ergotinin ; it costs $3.35
a grain, or nearly $1,500 a pound.

TuEe title of ** Grand Old Man' conferred on 2. Glad-
stone was originally given by Dean Hook to Archibishop
Theodore, of Tarsus, who died Sept. 16, 690.

ON the feast of St. Edward the Confessor a large num-
ber of Roman Catbolics visited his tomb in Wesminster
Abbey, wnere they prayed, counting their beads.

Ebpymunp KiRKE opposes the idea of piving education to
the negroes of the South, because he thinks that 1t hifts them
above their condition and makes them dissatisfied.

Dr. Jacuisovicz, of Kiew, Russia, died recently at the
age of one hundred aud six. He supenntended his large
aod successful practice until within a year or two.

THE two western piers of Peterborough cathedral have
been condemned. The 1euovation of the structure will cost
$350,. 20, of which only about $85,000 have been subscribed.

An Sias, a Chinaman of rate Moagolian attractions, liv.
10g n Lafayette, Ind., bas been espelle. from Chinese so-
ciety 1o that city on account of his betrothal to a white girl,

Tue Bishop of Liocoln has put humself on record, that in
his opiaton the bill to lepahize marriage with a deceased
wife s sistes 18 a blow aimed at Chucch aad State conoection.

Tugr vaveiling of the Luther monument at Eisleben took
place on the 11thwst. The Crown Prince, Pance William,
the Mioistess, and many high officials were present at the
celebration.

PRINCE GORTCHAKOFF wrote at the bottom of his report
on the Berlin treaty : * This is the saddest page in my whole
career,” and under it the Czar Alexander 11, wrote : * And
in mioe too."”

Mjss FOrD, of the ¢¢ Irish World,” is in Dablin distribat-
ing to the families of the murderers of Lord Edward Caven-
dish and Mr. Burke the money collected for them in the
Uugited States.

THE jubilee of Dr. McGavin, Dundee, was celebrated
lately, when Principal Cairns passed a high eulogiom on his
hfe and wotk. Oa Monday Dr. McGavin was presented
with an address and £3500.

THE amount subscubed towards the deficiency in the
fuads of the friendly society of Dissenting ministers, caused
by the defalcations of Mr. Donald Peddis, has now reached

13,27S. About £2,000 more ate required.

IN Waizaw a ladies’ school, which 1s under the patronage
of the Empress, has been searched by the police, and oze
Russian teacher and eight pupils were arcested on the charge
of haviog helped to propagate Nibilist writings.

THE inventory of the estate of the late Roman Catholic
Archibishop of Ediaburgh and St. Audrew's has been re-
turned. It shows that he had £gS lelt after deducting his
debts.  He gave all his large revenues to the parish poor.

AFTERsix months' trial of 2 harmonium in Rothesay charch
a plebiscite of the congregation has resulted in 182 voting in
favour of the continuance of instrumental music, 43 against,
and 31 neatral. At its introduction some of the peaple left.

ONEofthe chicf features of interest at 1 recent county exhi-
ibtion in England was an iron watch, which had been turned
out by a Kiddermioster firm for the parpose of showing the
extraordinary malleability of their metal. The watchissaid
to be pesfect.

AFTER a temperance sermon had Leen preached in an
English country town two weeks apo, a collection was taken
up for the beaefit of one of the temperance societies. Three
gentlemen passed the plates. Oae was 2 wine merchant, one
an excise officer, and one a brewer's travelling salesman.

TanE 1dols worshippzd by the heathen of Africa and India
are neatly all manufactured in Eogland, and pay a very
handsome profit. It is stated that the commeraal valoe of
the brass and cast-iron gods shipped to heathen lands far
exceeds that of the Bibles, books and tracts which reach the
same destination.

THE recent Florida enactmert forbidding licenses for the
sale of intoxicating liquors, except upon a petition of 2 mz-
jority of the voters of the election district, has beea consid-
cred by the Supreme Cozrt and the constitutionality of the
Act afimed. The people in any electiun district may heace
declare absolate prohibition if they choose.

A CORRESPONDENT 3t Dalkeith informs us that the stu-
dent labouring as missionary in connection with Buccleach
Street Church in that town has been refused the use of the
schoolin the village of Easthouses for his services, The
peorle of Dalkeith seat 2 enanim.us petition to the Margnis
ot Lothian, asking the use of a school for holding wission.
services,  His lordship, after a long delay, replied that anly
alliccnxcd preacher would bo sllowed to cfficiate o the
place,




