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CHAPTER XXXVI. —Continsed.

They were riding along a sheep-track, which rounded the
shoulder of the lull, and for a few nunutes had lost sight of
their companions, but a turn in the path brought them into
v'lc\v again, where they had stopped on alittle knoll t await
them,

Rex was talking earnestly to Innorentia, his fine face
glowing with excitement, and his splendud figure showing to
advantuge as he sat firmly on his fiery steed; while lano-
centia, with her sweet serene countenance turned towards
hum, seemed histemng with pleasure to his words.

*Is not that a charming picture?” said Vivian, checking
his horse that he might pause a moment 1o look at them.
**What a handsome couple they are.  Your brother is a
magnificent-looking fellow, Anthony. I have seldom seen
a more perfect specimen of manly beauty; he is more re.
markable 1n that respect even than lus father was, and he
was one of the most singularly attractive men I ever knew.
I think Kex has some of the power of fascination which was
so conspicuous 1n Francis Erlcslcxgh; I hope he will use it
to better purpose,”

I feel sure he will,” said Anthony, warmly. ** Rex has
admirable quatitics, and the sweetest temper possible; his
greatest faing s a certain weakness of character, which
renders hum hiable to be too eastly lead; but so long as he re-
mans under good influences, as 1 trust he always will now,
that may be an advantage to hun rather than the reverse.”

**Hearcely that, Anthony. IHe cannot be in leading-
stuags all s days, and sooner or later we have every one of
us to act un our v n udament 1n tis defficult world.  But
I hope the escape he has had witl be a salutary lesson to
hum, which wils strengitien tum to play lus part ke a man
in the career taat hies betore ham. ™

They galivged on then to ju n their companions, and An-
thuny succerded s 1anamg s piace by Innocenta’s side,
while Vivian drew Rex vach, i ordes that he might make
mure ntimate acjuantance wati his mmind and feelings than
he had yet tound oppostunity to do.  They had taken a di-
rection as yet unexpiored by any of them, and were sumply
nding over the trachless muuatan-sule towards a point where
they thougnt it probabie they aught be able to obtamma view
of the distant sca, which was a great object of desire on
the part of Innocenua, whu haa never seen 1t so far as her
own secolicction went.  The fresh sweet air and the rapad
muvement were deighttal, as the hones' hoofs buunded
noiselessty viver the short, cnsp heather; and Aathony,
entirely engrossed an his convenation with Innocenua, had
forgoiten ume and space, aad everything but the pure enjoy-
ment of her presence.

They weie a great deal in advanceof Mr. Vivian and Rex,
when the vaice of the former was heard giving a prolonged
shout, to aitract Anthony s attention.  lle did not hear it in
his camplete abstraction til it had bLeen twice repeated.
Then, as the sound caught his ear in a pause of their con-
versauon, he abrupiy cheched his horse. putting hishand at
the same momeat un Inanucenua’s bridle rein, to stop her
prozress, aud looked arvund to know the cause of his un-
welcome summons.

** Lo you not sce that we have lost our way? Where in
the wond are yvou tahing us to?" called out Vivian, as he
came, with Rex, at a quick trot towards them.

*1 have not the remutest 1dea,” Anthuny shouted back.
lavghing.

**Look ahead of you, man,” said Vivian, “‘is not that a
steep ravine funther on with a sudden descent anto the heart
of 1t, which may be dangerous?”

Anthony turned 1o louk in front of hum, and uttered an
exclamation. *‘I dov beheve we are coming 1o an inacces-
sible cliff,” he smud; *‘wait 2 moment, dear Nina, till 1 ride
on and sce if we can advance any further this way.”

Innocentia obeyed, aad sat mutionless, holding in her
doaie Azab, while Anthuny dasted furwaszd to reconnoitre.,
Suddealy he uticred a sharp <y, as his honse plunged vio-
lenily dowa with a soil of convulsive movement, for the
grouad gave way beneath ats fect. A hage piecce of rock,
which had apparently at some recent peniud fallen, from the
upper part of the mountain, had become loosely lodged on
a tedge of canh, that was gradually crumbling beneath its
weight. A touch was sufficicat to overhalance it, and as the
forefeet of Anthony's horse struck upon it, the necessary
impeies was given, which detached ut fiom its place and sent
1t crashing duwa the steep side of the ravine, carrying with
t, as «n neviiable resnlt, buth horse and rider. One mo-
meat Anthony sttove to fliag the animal backward, at the
nisk of failing under hum, but the effort was in vain. The

t brute feil helplessly down the jagged face of the cliff
mxc Aathony could thiow himselfl from the saddle, and
togetner they rolled over and over, amid the falling carth
and stones, ull they Jay i a motwaless heap at the bottom
of the ravine.  Horror-sinchen, Vivian aad Rex saw the
ternble fall from a little distance, while Innocentia, who was
near the fatal spot, uttered a pacruing cry that cang far and
wide over the mouataia slopes, while she usged her horse
forwaid as if abuut ‘o fuillow madiy on the path of destruc.
tion which had lured Anthony to his doom.

Rex saw her intenuon, and galluping madly forward, seized
the bndie of her horse, and drew her back to a place of
safety s while Viwvian, riding up with a face pale as death,
hade hier almost sternly not stir an inch at her perilk.  He
flung himself oF his horsc, and tied it to 2 low stunted tree
which grew nsar, signing to Rex to do the same, and then
once more warming the younﬁngitl 10 Temsin motionless
where she was, the two men hastened on foot to the spot
where Antkony had {allen, and began to scramble down the
face of the rock as best they might, till they reached the
brokea ground, where he { perfectly still beneath his
struggling horse. It was a task of no small difficulty to get
the poor t on its feet, which at last they accompli

and found that, although severely cut and wounded, it was
able to stand.  But Vivian's heart sank within him when he
looked on Anthony lying utterly unconscious, if not dead,
among the stones. Iis face was tumed downwards on his
arm, which was twisted under him in such fashion as to show
that it must be dislocated at least, and his outstretched limbs
scemed siiff and rigid.

Rex was trembling so violently as to be almost incapable
of assisting Vivian, but together they succeeded at length in
taising the prostrate forin, and placing it leaning against the
bank, so that they could sce the white death-like face, with
the closed eyes and pallid lips, that formed indeed a piteous
contrast to the bright glowing countenance Anthony had
turned towards them not half.an-hour before.  There was
a blue livid mark on the forehead, and a thin stream of blood
trickled down from under his dark hair,

Rex uttered a sharp cry as this sad sight was revealed to
him. *‘My brather, my brother, oh, he is dead!” he ex-
claimed, covering his eyes with his hand as if to shut out the
mourn{ul scene on which he had not courage to look.

 Rex,” said Vivian sternly, ‘* this is no time for hysteri-
cal weakness, but for action, if any succour is to be given to
your brother. ‘There is water down there in the brook, go
and dip these handkerchiefs in it, and you have a wine flask
with you, I think, open it quickly and give it to me.” Rex
obeyed without & word; he left Vivian wetting Anthony's
lips with wine while he ran tothe little stream that was flow-
ing near, and soon came back withanample supply of water.
Vivian bathed the pale face and hands, and having loosened
Anthony's collar and coat, 1aid his ear against the young
man's heart, to ascertain if it still beat.  After a few minutes
of agonisinfz suspense, he rose from his knees beside the
motionless form, and said, ** Thank God, he still lives 1"

CHAPTER XXXVIIL

Vivian had studied medicine to some extent, in order to
be avle 10 meet the requirements of his housenuld in that
respect, and render 1t unnecessary that any doctor shonld
everanvade his retreat at Refugium,  He had therefore quite
sufficient shill 10 ascertam that Anthony still lived, and also
tu saiinfy humself, after a hurnied and cursory examination,
that, besides a fracture of the arm, the chief injury he sus-
tauned was the blow on the head which had rendered him
insensible.

Viuan was a man of practical resources, and, in spite of
hus retuiring nature and love of ease and quiet, he cuuld al-
ways sununun up an abundant stuck of energy in any sud-
den emergency.

He let fall poor Anthony’s nerveless hand after he had
succeeded an fecling the faint fluttering of a pulse not yet
exrunct, and stood for a moment iooking round, that he
mught discover the postion of the savine in which the accident
had happened, and its distance from Refugium.

He kuew the surrounding country well, and therefore
soon ls)f:rccivcd that they werenot so fa from home as he had
feared, and he alsu recullectad, with great thankfalness, that
there was a shepherd’s hut not very far from the spot, whesre
he would probably find several men, whose services he could
procure to assist bim in conveying the wounded sufferer to
Refugium,

¢ Rex,” he said, impatiently, to the young man, who was
kneeling beside his biother, vainly besecching bim to Juuk
up and speak, **leave off these ustless lamentatiuns, and
bestir yourself, I have decided what we are to0 do.”

‘“Oh tell me then®” said Rex, stasting to his feet, ““for 1
cannul cunceive huw we arc to get (0ot Aathony hone, in-
sensible as he is.  You say that he is stiil alive, and T am
thankful 10 believe you, Lut surely he will soon dieif we can-
not move him from this place.”

““We shall muve him very speedily.  Listen to me, Rex.
You sece that clump of trees up there on the hill-side at right
angles from where we stand? A short way beyond that
there is a shepherd’s hut, where several of the men in charge
of the mountan flocks assemble about this hour to find
sheltes for the night.  You must go there at once, while 1
kecp watch here beside your brother.  You must collect as
many men as you can find, and bring them hack with you,
to hc!g us in carrying Anthony to Refugium. Tell them to
wrench 2 doc. or shutter off their hut, and carry it bere; it
will make our task much easier.  Of course you can promise
them ample reward for their assistance in every way.”

“Thank heaven, then, there is succour at hand,” said
Rez. ““I will make all spced, and teturn as quickly as
poxfiblc. But, M. Vivian, Innocentia must be in dreadful
anxiety."”

“Yes, I know, poor child. You will have 1o pass the
spot where she is in order to get your horse, which will take
you more quickly to the hut than you could goon foot. Just
give her a few words of comfort; tell her that Anthony is
alive, and that we hope to take him safely home. Bid Fer
reman where she is; she must not attempt 1o come here or
to move from the spot where I left her ™

Rex darted away at once, and scaled the steep side of the
cliff with all the ac!ivity of his youth and strength ; anxious
as he was concerning his brother, he was panting to be with
Innowentin, whom he felt must be in an agony of :us(fcnse.
He found that, in obedience to her father's commands, she
had temained perfectly motionless; and horse and rider alike
scemed cut from 2 block of pure white marble, ar they
stood out in strong relief against the western sky, where the
sun was setting in a lake of crimson light.

Innocentia’s sweet face was colorless as drifted snow, and
her blac eyes were, {or the first time in all her life, dask with
2 look of anguith as she turned them on Rex.  “‘Anthony,
Anthoay,” she murmured fintly, astheymgmanxppmcz-
ed; “where is he? what happened? will he not come
back tous?”

“Yes, yes; I trust he will!” exclalmed Rex; * there is
1o present fear of death, your father says; be is only griev.
ous]y han.”

*““Death! 1do not know what it is1” said Innocentia.
¢ I have never seen it, scarce even beard of ity my father
neverliked to speak of it ; only I know it takes those we
love quite away from us, and we scetbem no more. O, Rex,

you have frightened me! I do not want Anthony to be
taken away by that dark mysterious death!” .

And, oppressed by a nameless terror, the young givl let
her head fall on Rex's shoulder, a3 he stood by her, looking
up with his kind soft eyes into her sad face; he conld not
resist the temptation of passing his arm around her waist,
and pressing ber closely 10 him. ‘Do not grieve, deasest
Innocentia,” he said, ‘1 think—1 hope he will recover;”
and then an impulse of pain he hardly understood prompted
him, hurried as he was, to pause, and gay, **You love An.
thon very much, then, Nina?”

**He is my friend, and he has been very kind to ms,"’ she
answered, simply. *‘I do not want him tobe hurt and taken
quite away for ever.”

And somehow her answer gave Rex a sense of peace from
his momentary mystenious trouble; but for the moment the
brother he loved so well was really foremost in his thoughts,
and he said, hastily, “I must go now, Ianocentin; I ought
not to have lingered even an instant while poor Anthony lics
there wounded.  Your father bade me tell you to remain quite
calm and still until we come for you,”

‘Then he mounted his horse, and galloped off in the direc-
tion of the shepherd’s hut.

Innocentia remained alone in the midst of the fair moun-
tain solitude, whicli had been suddenly filled for her with
images of gloom and terror.  She watched the sunset glo s
fading slowly away from the summit of the hills, while al-
ready the spot where she stood was in deep shadow; and &
strange conviction took possession of her that she had passed
in that sad hour a great crisis in her destiny; that all her
life hitheito had been but an unreal dream, such’as in the
old legends the dwellers ir. fairyland were wont to exist in ©
for years and years. It seemed to her as if now her real
existence was about to begin, and that she was to live ao
more, as it we.¢, in a perpetual sunshine among her birds
and flowers, but take her share with other monals in the
chequered scenes of fitful joys and frequent griefs which
make up the sum of years for most of us on carth. Innocent
and clnn'lhkc as the young gitl was she had no lack of mental
capacity, and many strange thoughts and feclings chased
cach other through her nund during the time {which seemed
to her interminable) that she was left to wait there alone in
her suspense.  She had seen Rex, accompanied by several
men, harrying down into the ravine, and she had hewd
voices and sounds which convinced her that they must be
already muving Anthuny, and yet no one came to her as the
slow muments draggred on, and in her geatle habit of obedi-
ence it never occusred to her to miove from the spot where
her father had desired her to sla{'. It was almost dark when
at last she saw Rex riding quickly towards her by a circuit-
vus path from the bottom of the ravine. He was breathless
and almost incoherent in his anxicty and excitement.

“Anthony has moved " he exclaimed. “‘He will live,
and quite recover, your father thinks, though he is still un.
consuous. We have managed admicably about taking him
home; the men have made a sort of litter, and laid snme
shee-shins on it and he is lying comfortably as they carry
him.”

“But where is he?" said Innocentia, looking towards
;hc spat where he had disappeared. ¢ Was it not there he
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“Yes, but they could not carry him up that steep ascent;
they have been obliged to go out by the end of the ravine,
and they will bxingiim home by a path which leads casily
to Refugium, though it is a little furtherround. 1 am going
to take yout father's horse to him; I shall not be two minutes
absent, and then I am coming hack to ride home with you
by ashort cut.  That is your father’s arrangement~he is
guing to fullow the men who earry my brother, and lead his

r wounded horse. But we shall be at Refugium lons be-
m they atrive, and have everything ready for them. Wait
just one moment longer, dear Mi.s Vivian,” he added, cal-
fmg her by that name in remorse for the freedom he had
been betrayed into when he first came to her in hisagitation,
and, seizing Ms. Vician's horse by the bridle, he galloped
quickly down the slope, and disappeared.

It was, however, in truth, but a moment before he was
again by he. side, and then they started to ride home to-
gether, as Vivian had desired. They were obliged to go
slowly and cautiously in the gathering darkness, and both
felt keenly the contrast of this sad return with their merry
going fo.th irn the morning, when the sunshine was bright
arosnd them, and Anthony's pleasant voice sounded gaily in
their ears as they sped along.

Rex began to talk rapidly, to relieve the gloom that op-

ressed the spirits of both, and he told her that so soon as
gc had placed her in safety at home he was going tostart off
on horseback to the nearest country town lo bring back 2
doctor for Anthony.

A doctor!™ said Iunocentia; “then there is another
man coming to Refupium ?” she said, in a tone of alarm
which made Rex smile in spite of all his grief for his brother.

*f ata afraid it cannot be avoided,” he antwered; *‘we
must kave medical help for dear Anthony.”

**But my father knows how to cure those who are ill," said
Innocentia. “{‘uan had a fever, and he took care of him,
and soon made him quite well; and I fcil down once and
hurt my ankle very much, and he knew how o taks away
all the pain in a very little while.”

“Yes, 1 know Mz, Vivian is very skilfol, and he says be
hopes he may be able to manage Anthony's case himself
when once the doctor bas examined him aud ascertained the
extent of his injuries; hut your father thinks it too scrious a
mattet to be trusted to his unprofessional opinica only, at
leastin the fist instance. Perhaps the doctor will only
come once. Bat do you so much dislike tosecanother man,
Innocentia?”

“*Rex,™ sk answered, gravely. “I know quite well that
T must soon devome like other people, and mix with my fel-
low-creatures, and 1 do not wish to rebe! apainst the necces-
sity, or to hold back from falfilling the ordincry conditions
of existenze becaase my dear father has kept me hitherto in
a beautifal seclusion and peace which hes made my bome
like a paradise; dnt it is impossible that T should not skrink
with terror and bewilderment from the change that is taking



