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miles long, three broad, and is
undulating throughout. Ttis:com:
pletely surroundéd by magnificent
mountainsceiiéry, capged-by; clouds
formed from 'the mists which ide
in from the sea. To the horth, the
mountains rise some four thousand
feet above the level of the valley,
and -we are lookihg upon them
under aspects varying with every
hot, V‘? hein covered by the clouds
of silver and grey which crowsn
them, or roll down their green
steep sides, or where torriential
forces have grooved and wrinkied
the slopes, you have a picture whick:
the northern eye surveys with
delight. Ever and anon a cloud
sitc ‘on the peaks, then lowersto
the bosomi of the Andes, leaving
the pinnacles open to the fierce
sun of the tropics, In the centre
of the valley lies the fow flat-
housed city of Caracas, stretching
from cliff to cliff at its broadests
biit not extending eastwards and’
westwards far enough to .occupy
more than half of ‘the available
spice. To the west are beaitiful
green plantationsof banana, coffee,.
€ocad, ‘cocoanut and oranges;. to!
the eastward are- patks, -drives;
plantstions, race course and'ceme-
tries, The population of the ¢ity
is 90,000, ‘Half of the inhabitants
ire negroes; while a third are
Venezualean, Sponiards, and the
remaining portion are of various
origity, ‘but it ‘would: be safe to say
that:negro blood tinges the whole,
The earthquakes, which are frég-
dent and. destractive, have taught
evéiybody-caition, and the houses
are nearly all of a single storey.
Tke walls are-about two feet: thick,
and built to crumble rather than to,
tiumble, and are composed of sun-
dried bricks, mud, stones and clay,.
plastered-over with- a 'sinooth-mud:
concrete; and painted in various.
colors, a gloomy grey predomina-
ting.’ %he bars of: 'the windows
project to the peril. of passers by.:
andithe dodrways-are yawnihng and:
forbidditg. Eew openings are on.
the stieet, 'and frequently but one’
solid- liie of gloomy low walls
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greets the eye of thestranger, The
roofs are cqvered with red, dirty,
rusty clay tiles of a hupdred years
ago. To a northerner, the aspgct
of the city is flat, ugly, dense,
dirty, forbidding. Some of the
streets are narrow enough to pre-
vent people to shake hands across
them, while the sidewalks are of
concrete, just wide énough for two
passengers, until a window pro-
jecting; as all do, or an’ obtrusive
lamp-post bars or narrows the-way.
But notwithstanding these apparent
obstacles. to all comfortable ‘pro-
gress, tram-cars, of Curacao size
and appéarance, thread the city-on
manyof the streets, and toot pass:
enigers aud carriages throng the
highways; Negroes clad in calico
or - unbléached cotton, bearing
burdenis upon their heads, and
incessantly smokihg cigars, elbow
each other and fdlk in loudest
tones, Richly, even if not taste:
fully dressed Spanish senoritas and
senioras, ‘are occasiohally met-com-
ing from mass; Evéry woman
paints her black or olive face in a
disgusting manner, an inch thick,
from the bridge of theé nose down-
wards, Some of the sénotitasare
pretty, and’ luxurioisly arrayed in
silks, satids, laéés, diamonds and
Parisian:shioes. Bitthesearerire,
Spanish Dons, with negro blood,
fine handsome fellows, Very often
intelligent, polished and "‘compan-
ionable, are frequently met ‘in
sociéty,- turn -out’ dressed in the
height of last year’s European
fashion, withsitk hat, Prince Albert
coat, patent leatBer shoes, collars,
ties and cane all complete.. Car-
riages by hundreds; nay thousands,
pass and repass, filled with these
finely dressed, darkly handsome
men and woinen, ' S

Every rerson is polite and well
behaved, and none is seen in
anrintoxicated condition upon the

street. All are honest, agreeable

and cheerful in appearance, hut'
beneath this pleasant exterior there
is a hot-blooded discontent that ig
worith feariig. In another letter
T'hope to tell more of the people,



