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“ Glory to God in the highest, and on Eurth peace, good will toward men.
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ALEXANDER M'LEOD, Eptror.

—

Ix an age which with peculiar propriety is denominated,
“THE AGE OF IMPROVEMENT,” and in a Colony of the Brit-
ish Empire, which is now fast nising in importance, and sn
which the meana of knowledgo are increasing and talang a
wider range,—it has been sugpested,—that as trys Religion,
sound principle, end good morals, are the foundation of every
thing that 19 truly great and cxcellent 1n man ; that whatever
has a tendency in any © L0 promote inese, 15,1 R Pro-
portional degree entitled to favourable considerauion, and to
cougtenance and support from the Public. Pertodicals, having
teligious instruction fos ther basis, have in other places been
found to be a most efficient auziliary to the labours of Gospel
Ministers, and havo greatly contributed to the diffusion and
wpread of the sacred aud saving influence of Rehigron, and of
4 whatsosvar things are true, just, lovoly, and of good report.,”

In compliance with the earnest and repeated requests of per-
»mg dceptv interested in thix gubject, and with an humble
bope that 1t may in somo smail measure, at least, contribute
towards so desirable an object, the present work, though with
1auch difidence, .5 intend=d to be undertaken.

The New-Brunswick Religious and Literary Journal, asits
title imports, will be oceupied chicfly with matter of a religrous
nature and character, and as opportuuity offers, with articles

on bterature and , tnorals, d e , and gene
ezl information.  In the religious departmont will be giren,
hot lectd Memoirs and Biographical of

persons of different religious denominations, who have been
ewincot for their piety, 2od their Literary atiainments and uso-
fulness ; well authenticated accounts of the spread of vital reli-
gion ; exiracts from Misstonary and Bibls Society, and Sundey
Bchool and Tract Society publicatons and reports, &e. &c-
In making these selections and estracts, whils 3 proper respect
will be carefully cherished towards the publications and estab-
lished innitutions of Great Britain and her dependencies, yet,
‘having the vast world before hum, the Editor will have no
hesitation in extracting from tho publications of other cosutsics,
whateyet he may suppoze 1o bo applicable to the car

of this and the neighboursiug Provinces, and that may i any
measure conduce to the prosperny of Relimon, to the imprave.
ment of Public Institutions, and to the amohoratioa and im-
provement of morals.

‘That this publicstion will have a fevorable asnect towards
the doctrines which are taught, and the disciphne wiich 15 cx-
escised, among that body of christizns, with which for many
years the Editor has been, and is now coanceted, may reason-
3bly be xnticipated ; but, that it shxll breathe a liberal, catho-
lic, and friendly spirit, towards cther denominations of chris-
tians, may with cqual confideacs, bs cxpected.

As thore is not at present, cither in this or in tho neigh-
bouring Province, in & courss of publiction, any wark of 3
similar character, it 1s presumed that the Editor will not be
thouchs to trespass upon, of even to interfere with, any other
man’s fiold of labowr,  And as 1 a rehigious point of sicw, the
circumstances and the wants of both Provinces are naarly, if|
not quite similar to csch other, whatover may be fouad gub-
stactially useful to the one, cannot bo altogether inapplicable
to the other.  If thisidea bo correct, 1t may uot be considered
88 presumina 10 much, ifz favoursblo concurrence from the
frieads of religion 10 Nova'Scotis, be antictpated.

As urefulzors an the most extonsive scale, in tho departments
already mentioned, 15 the principal object designed an this pub.
ficzuon; articles from any quartor, baving this object 1o miew,
wreil written, and conceired tn x liberal spirit, will bo carefully
sttonded to.  But, as the Editor will solely ho accountadls tn
tho public, for the mstter which it shall contasn, he most al-
ways bo undecstood to have reserred to humwolf, the right of
azercisiog bis owan discretion upon the articles whieh may be

Txaus~—Thoe '{ew-Brunewick Relizious and Literary
Journal, will bs put ushod Weekly, at The City Gazeste Office
io Quarto form, or.a Royz! sheet, at 15s. per annum, cxclu:is-,'
of Postage.  One half payablo ia advance, the other balf in ziz
wmonthe—All arnwrages mott be paid beforo any sobscription
a1 Lo discontinued, except &t tho discretion of the Publisher,

Ministers of any denomination are agthorscd and respesi.
“fally requosicd to act as Agents., To any such, and to other
sathorised sgents, procuring and forwarding to tho Poblzber

» 4ot Tespousible Subecribirs, ope copy will bo sent praus.
" AW eommucications involeing facts, must bo secompanied
. mtﬁ&ogropu names of tho writer,

Bedford Chapel, Cherlotte-Street, for the Benefit of|
the Bloomshury Dispensary, March 1-1th, 1324,

Texr—1 Cor. fut. 13.—And now abideth faith, hope,
charity, these tbree; but the greatest of thesc is charity.

At the first reading of these words, they nppear
to express exclusively the virtue of charity. But a
groat mistake provauls as totho mcnnini;‘of thetext, as
well as concerning the duty itself. Thero are some
who falsely suppose that charity comprohends the
whole or the principal part of religion: who flater
themselves with the hope of happiness with thewr
Mukor, by their giving alms to the puor and the
distressed.  Thoy comfort themselves, saying.
«Though we are not so regular in our attendance
upon the Church, and seldom come to the sacra-
monta) tabls, yot we are members of soveral chant-
able institutions, und spend much of our time and
substance in the relief of the imli?cm 2nd depressed ;
therefore we trnst that a merciful God will accept of
us, and grant us a place in the kingdom of heaven.”

All this, my friends, may be done, and yet all may
be wrong. Charitable works done from improper

rinciples lose both their virtue and their reward.—

hese, however good and vaiuable in themselves,
are nat the whole of religion.  These cannot atone
for neglects and crimes.  The merits of the Saviour
alone can make atouement for transgression. The
performance of one duty can never compensate for
the negloct of the rest.  Are there any here present
ready to say, *Theso sre hard sayings indeed for
me: for during the whole of my life, my only hope
has been built upon my charitable deeds, and upon
the alms that T have so frequently given” ? Be not
decoived ; the merits of Christ and the pracuce of
all the personal and relative duties of rcligion alone
can save the soal in the day when 'we coizsto stand
before the judgment seat.

The meaning of the word ckarify in the original
and eveu in the ancient languago of our own country,
is love—love tv God and man—the whole of the
adcration and service due to the one, and the per-
formance of all the kind offices and sympathies to
the othor. The whole of true religion flows fron
iove. It is the foundation, the progress, and the
pesfection of religion.  Inthe morning of conversion
the lovo of God is shed abroad in the hoart by the
Holy Ghost. This is the principle which should re-
gulate the whole of our conduct towards God and
man, and without this principle, all our char.ties
and good deeds will bo of no avail.

Paul, according to the wisdom 5ivcn unto him,
in a wonderful manner adapted his mstruction to the
situetion and charactess of those to whom his epis-
tles werc addressed. Tho Corinthians, to whom
this epistle is directod, were a very opuicnt people,
and very wicked ; their riches supplied the mcuns,
and they indulged in overy kind of vice. Corinth
was proverbial for hier luxuary, rrofanity, and licen-
tiousness. The grace of God, howover, overcame
all opposition ; many of them wore couverted, and
turned fre~ the service of divers tusts and pleasures
to thes -ice of tho liviag God. Nay, many of thase
who: « been eminent for dhcir vices, now beeame
equally cminent for their gifts and religious attain.
ments. But Satan, the cuemy of man, took occa-
sion even from these to sow tho seeds of pride and
discord. Not a fow becawrs vain of their gifts, and
despised thoir weaker brethen. A spirit of strife

tingling cymbal : and though 1 bave the gift of pro-
phocy, and understanding all mysterios, and all
nowledgo ; and though 1 have all faith, so that L
could even remove wountains, and have uot chariiv,
I aa nothing.” )

‘T'here are three points of view in whicl the apns-
tle presents this grace of love. e tells us what 15
not, what it is, und its superior nature to cither fuith
or hope.

L. Tree and genuine Inve to God docs not consist
in givir b veos and aflicted-=+ "Though 1 be.
st~ all my goods to feed the poor,” and have not
heaveu-born luve to Gad, dwe ling and operating
my heast. * it profitcth me nothing.” 'The man who
possesses it, is not s00n angry with his brother: « .
suffereth long., and his kind,* both to the bodies and
to the souls of his fellow ereaturcs, removing the af.
fictions, or relieving the wauts of the one, and ai-
fording instruction and consolation to the other.—
Whatever are the gifts and attaininents of i fenow
christians, whatever be their wealth, or honour. or
superior advantages, the sounl, under the influence of
love, * envieth not™ noris grieved at the good of s
ucighbour, nor indulzes zu immoderate affectirn
towards any thing that belongs to him. Nav, mo-e.
though he in whose heart love abounds, is favoured
tn an eminent degree with religious gifts and quali-
catious, yethis soul is humbled in hin. + He wani-
eth not kimself*—he is uot easily puffed up weth
pride. The gifts of the lloly Ghost are all produc-
tive of humility. They arc only the hypuenitical
and counterfeit graces which puff up and jucline the
soul to boast ana vaunt iself.  The love of God al-
su produces a eivil, courtcous, and kind behavipur
towards both superiors and inferiors.  * It doth nat
behave itself unseemly ;" instead of that selfish love
wineh is the go~erning maxim of a bad wan, hnd-
ness, generosity, and philanthrophy, role and prevaul
inhis heart. Seeketh not his own:" he Is very
willing to sacrifice his owa for tho good and udsau-
tage of his brother. Instead of being puffed up wath
prde, and ready 10 rise and swell with anger and
wrath, upon the slightest offence, he *is not eusil
provoked,” and puts the best possible constructing
upan the conduct of his brother. « He thinketh s
eril * nor does his love rest in those things wheeh
mercly affect the external characier. He secks the
salvation of the soul. Instead of being pleased to
see another worse than himse!f, or seeing himseif
exceliing in any virtue, he rejoiceth when fie sees 4
sinner turned from sin to God, from false and wretch-
cd ways to the ways of loliness and truth-— R--
joiceth not in iniguity, but rejoiceth in the truth.”

II. Let vs attend to the apostle’s description of
what is love to God—"I1 covers a multtude of sms.™
Whatever may be the faults, the impcrfcctions, wnd
the improprietics of his fellow-chiistian, wluch gl
bo apt to prevent tie « - unuzance of affection aud of
good offices, he overlooks them all, and continucs
unshaken in his attachmeot. « He bearelh all things:"
il he cannot clearly sce the matives which regniaied
the conduct of his brother, and though ke percenes
some of these to be obviously wrong, yet he believ-
cth that his motives and priuciples are” upright and
good, though he may bo mistaken in their applica-
tion. * He belicvetk all things:™ nay, cven though
his fellow-christian should err and back-slide in the
way of holincss, yet even this shall not stop the flow
of Lis affection.  « He kopetk all things " he hopes
and prays for his return t0 God and to daty; anu

sncceeded ; and many of the arguraents and exhorta-
tions of tho Apostle have a direct refaence to the
existing ovils; and the knowledge of them 1s noccs~’
sary to tho full understanding of theso two opistles,
which wore writen to the Corinthinn chareh.  His
resent objoct is to contrast the radical principle of
E)ve with all their gifts and attainments, and to show
us great suporiarity ; therefore, 1n the'preceding ver-

“hough his God may chasstio him, and withhold his
»sacious blessings for the preseny, yet sull his love to
(3~4 remaincthin hissoul. * Ho hopeth all things"

<e return of all comforts and joye ot the timo up-
poinied of s heavenly father.  Noris he svon moved
ir mind, esther by the afilictions he recoives from
tbe hand of the Almighty, nor the afrents and re-
proaches, or improper treatiaeat of his fellow-men

ses, ln says, * Thougb I speak with the tongues of

~ He endureth all things”



