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Iay them with. There they are, the twenty five
bricks and the mortar, going from many a man’s
pocket over the public house counter every day.
Such men will never be freeholders. In Birwing-
ham we have bobght freehold land at the rate of 1s.
6d. per yard—two quarts of ale and a paper of tobac-
co exacty.

I remember some time agotelling the coalhecavers
and the limestone quarrymen, in & meeting at Dud-
ley, that every quart of ale was equal to half-a-yard
of frechold land. One man got up at the far end of
the room and said, ¢ What is that you say, mister ?’
I replied, ¢ Why my dear fellow, with every quart of
ale you drink you swallow half-a-yard of land.

¢ Well, then; said he, ¢I have swallowed many a
ficld in my time.

Upon a calculation, we find that the loss of
money alone to a man spending 6d. a day in drink
(a pint of ale for instancc) amounts at the end of
twenty-seven years (with compound interest at five
per cent.) to the large and handsome sum of five
hundred and niue pounds, sufficient to buy half-a
willion of bricks, which would build, say twenty-five
houses ; or at one shilling and a penny per square
yard, it would purchase an estate of two acres of
building ground, or land enough for forty respect-
able houses and gardens ; or it would purchase three
good houses all complete.

Workingmen !isthere not some inducement here
to leave off this drinking ? Remember that in the
above calculation there is nothing whatever put
down for loss of time and health ; this wounld amount
to far more than the actual cost of the drink.

THE DOT GAME.

A correspondent ‘of Heurth and Iome describes
the following simple amusement, which will train
the attention as well as afford attention,

Each player must be provided with pencil and
paper, or slate and pencil. Let one of the party
read aloud—distinetly and not very fast, and as he
or she reads, let the rest each make a dot for every
word read. ¢« Lasy cnoughtodo that"—isit? Try.
Probably at thefirsttrial not one of the party of ten
boys or girls will succeed in following a moderate
veader accurately, even for a single page. When
the page is read, connt the words, and then let each
player count his dots, and see who has been accu-
rately ¢ up to time.”

Doxr ne Too CerTaIN.~Boys, don't be too certain.
Remember that nothing is casier than to be mista-
ken. And if you permit yourself to be mistaken a
great many times. everybody will lose confidence
in what you say.

“ Jolin, where's the hammer ?”

“«1t ig in the corn-house.”

¢No, it is not there; T have jnst Leen lovking
there.”

“Well, I know it is: I saw it there not half an
hour ago.”

# If you say it is there it must be there of course.
But suppose you go and feteh it.”

Jobn goes to the corn-house, nud presently re-
turns with & small axein his hand :

I have said that a quart of aleis equal to twenty-
five bricks, and a paper of tobacco is the mortar to

1

% Oh, it was the axe I saw. Tho handle was
sticking out from a half-bushel measure, I thought
it was the hammer.” ,

« But you said positively that you did see it, not
that you zhought you saw it. There is a great dif-
ference between the two answers. Do not permit
yourself to malke a positive statement, even about
small matters, unless you are quite sure ; for if you
do, you will tind the habit growing upon you, and
by-and-by you will begin to make loose replies to
questions of great importance. Don't be {o certain!”
—Young Pilgrim.

SOME PUZZLES.

Our sharp-witted young readers will enjoy cracl.-
ing these nuts, which we find in an exchange.

Some of them have thick shells, but some will
crack casily.
I
Dreaming of apples on a wall,
And dreaming often. dear,

T drecamed that it I counted all,
How many would appear ¥

.
A stick T found, that weighed two pound :
I sawed it up one day
In picces, eight, of equal weight,
1low much diQ cach picce weigh ?
[Everybody eays *a quarter of & pound,” which is wrong.]}
1L

John gave his brother FJames a box:
About it there were many locks.

James woke, and gaid it gave him pain ¢
So gave it back to Jobn again,

‘This box was not with lid supplied,
Tet eaunsed two 1ids to open wide:

And all these locks had never a key—
What kind of box, then, could it be?

w.

What is most like 2 bee in May ?

< AVell, let me think : perhaps—"" you say,
Brave! yonu're guessing weltl to-day!

v.

Phrec sisters at breakfast were feeding the eat.

The first gave it sole—Puss was grateful for that

he next gave it sulmon—which Puss thought a treats
The third gave it herring—which puss wouldn't eat.

{Explain the conduct of the cat.]

VL

Said the Moon ta the Sun,
**Js the daylight begun ¥

Said the Sun to the Moon,
¢+ Not a minute too soon.™

*You're a full moon,* said he.
She replied, with a frows,
“AVellt Inever did seo
So uncivil & clown 1™

{nery : Why was the moon so angry ¥]

vit.
When the King found that his money was nearly all gono,
and that hie really znust live more economicslly, ho decided
on tending away most of his Wise Men. There were some
hundreds of them—very fine old men, and magnificently
dressed in green velvel gowns with gold buttons: If they 2a@
a fault, it was that they always contradicted ono another
when he asked for their advice—and they certainly ate and
drank enormousty. So, on the whole, ho was rather glad to
gct id of them. But there was an old law, which he d1d not
@are to di~obey, which said that there must always be
“Seven blind of both eyes 3
Ten blind of one eyes
Five that sco with both eyess
Nine that seo with one eye.”
{Query : Xow many dld ho keep?]

—~1arth and Home,




