The Journnl of Jgeiculture {ov Hobu Seoti,

v

weross with & Princo Albert, Suttolk and o
Chester Co,, white Sow. The progeny off
ot thiz cross come early to maturity. With
an abundant supply of goud fond given at
stated perivds, they will at the age of thirteen
wonths tuen the seale at 400 pounds,  They
are well adapted tor hams and bacon, and
for the pork barel all that can be destred.
The phease that *the breed goes in at the
wmouth’ contains more trath than poetry, but
itshould be borne in mimd that the mouths of
SOME pigs are more extravagant than others,
requiring a greater amount of fvod to pro-
duce hike results  There is one important
}mint worthy of notice—these grades as
weeders are not to be trusted. Theie fertility
may not be smpaired, but the results are not
always satisfactory, sooner or later they are
stre to revert—henee the remark so freguent
with farmers— bad luck with the pigs.” “This
is further confirmed by the anxiety of pue
chasers to have the ¢ fist pick,’ and also, in
the faet, that in a ve-crossed litter it is rare
to find two pigs alike.

"The funds of this Assuciation having been
apprapriated, for many yeas, to the purchiase
of improved breeds of cattle, the subject,
naturally, is in connection wath this report, 2
few remarks relative thereto may be not in-
appropriate.  Stock raising is a promineat
feature in our agriculture, but the system
punacd by farmers gencrally, it it can be
calted a system, is very undefined. A man
who gets the credit of being a stock-raiser
docs so from the circumstance of his being
possessed of a greater namber off poorly fu
anitmals than his neighbor, and, in whose stock
are to be foundas many varieties of shapes and
shades, as there were in the flocks of Jacob
when he left the service of his father-in-law.

The advautage derived from crossing is
not questioned, but it satisfactory results are
expected, it s essential that antmals of the
same breed, not closely allied, should be
chosen.  The Directors regavd the character
of breeding stock as the first point for” con-
sideration by farmers. It is geatifying to be
able to state that more attention is given to
this subject now than heretofore.  That an
tprovement so far as stock foe the stallsand
for draught are requisite is perceptable, but
we have failed to discover that the gquantity
of butter, and cheese has been angmentel.
Individual enterprise has contributed much
towards improving the chavacter of stock in
this Proviuce, laying a foundation upon which
the infelligent tarmer may build up a flock or
herd, best adapted to the condition of his
farm—without this collateral assistance many
districts wonld have remained notoriously
backward in agricaltural progress.  The
officers of this Socicty may be not in posses-
sion of facte sufficient to warrant some por-
tions ol this disquisition to be constraed in its
broadest sense—but we are satisfied that,
with some hionorable exceptions, the breeding
of famm stock as an art is not yet kuown
among us.  Onc remarkable feature in the
Agricularal Deparunent of Nova Scotia, is
the absence of statistical information and
accurate data by which practical truth may
be known. The institution ot Agricultural
Socicties was designed, among other finpor-
tant object., to furnish and diffuse informa-
tion on all matters, not speculatice,in connec-
tion with Agriculture and  Horticulture.
Hitherto the intellectual food provided for
farmers has been like the thorough-bred
animals imported—it would be quite a relief
to have some of our own * get-up ~—this bor-

rowed information i« at very well as far as
1t geaes, hut tn conuection with Nova Scotia
practice, our firmers need the details quite
as mneh as the tails. We ‘go for them fiets,”

Tt is rather discouraging to intelligent fir-
mery, and othess not diveetly engued i
agriculture, who have been at the expence of

woenring animals of” high character, to find,

mstend of receiving the patronnge of their
neighbors, their  Pedifree-stock  viewed
ouly as extravagant curiositivs—unot unfre-
quently accompanied with invidious compari-
sons and dispavaging remarks, by pessouns who
think, and guess they know, but guyht to kuow
better, It 13 plain that all thus crosdng amd
amalzunativg has not effected any peraanent
improvement.  We have no  better  cows
uow thun we had 40 years ago, neither have
we it Jarger proportion of them. If a good
cow turns up occasionally, may it not be
attrivuted to * luck * more than good manage-
ment. It is not expected that fiwmers who
keep more or less stock of o mixed chavacter
can be breeders of fivst-class aninals, neither
would it be pradent for them to do so. As
yet, it has been the privilege of a2 fow only,
to furnish animals of high chamcter. It is a
hranch of husbandry that to rush thoughtlessly
into, would be folly. It requires long-practice
and study, and a peeuliar temperament tor @
person to become funiliar with the art.  The
progeny of a full-blood sive with good native
stock i3 generally buetter than anticipated—
while that of a grade sire is in most instances
inferior to the dam.  Economy appears to be
the governing principle with many farmers,
and a 25 cent mougrel in a neighborhoad is
sure to be patronised to the utmost of his
powers. Therefore the attempt to establish
an uniformity in stock or iuprove the dairy-
cow, =0 far, has been o failuce. The increns-
ing demand for the products of the dairy
should induce farmers to devote more atten-
tion to that portion of there stock from whence
so many of the luxuries and esseatials ot life
arederived.  The question has been asked—
o we ke butter and cheese suflicient to
supply the local demand, the latter we do
not, and the ruling high price of hutter is o
strong indication that the dairy is receding
further every year from the point of improve-
ment.

The officers of this Society desire to impress
upon the minds of farmers the importanee of
aiving this subject their fullest consideration.
We, also, desire to enter our protest against
an error generally ceuntenauced—that s,
permitting drovers and butchers to select the
best of their flocks and stocks for the
shambles.  If this ¢ penny-wise’ practice is
allowed to continue we shall have to *drive
up’ this importation habby. conspicnously
sheep—otherwise, the stock of the country
must inevitably deterorate.  Societies  are
spending large amounts annually for this pur-
pose, and the results are far from being com-
mensurate with the expense.  Farmers cin
alter these figures if they see fit to do so, and
they had better see the point at once. Every-
one who keeps stock can improve it by due
care in selection and atteation, that is, by
liberal feeding and mood Lreeding—selling
the poorest, and brcc«Ting from the best.

GROPS.

The crops in this section of the County
have been, the past season,in some cases
abundant. Barley and oats have not been
up to an average.

Wheat.—So0 much hag been said against
raising this crop that fwmers, it appears,
lave come to the conclusion to take the word
for the deed, amd ook upon wheat growing
asa thing of the past. A few cm‘cl'\{(l_\' cone
ducted experiments, we are satistied—would
plaee this business m s more Lvorable light,
sned =hunt labor into mare profitabls digains,
Litvor, no doubt, citn often be emploved at a
better profit in some other pursuits, and buy
bread, but these other pursuits ave not always
to be velicd upon, and persons who rely on
them are not unfrequently cornered.

Corn—23ay be reported an average crop,
nothing more, the severe deabbing it received
in August was a sevions drawback.  No extra
labor or attention appuus to bo given to this
most indispensible article of food. In its
culture, soil and situation are two important
considerations, as also the variety and ting of
planting. Indian corn like a true friend im-
proves upon long acyuaintance, therefore our
fzrmers ave not disposed to trouble them-
selves much with new varieties.  In sclecting
the seed, their practice is to preserve the
carly aud most perfeet grown cars—the best
kind to plant—the distance apart, and after
culture ave iacidents with which Old Home-
spun-coat is quite familiar. In social con-
verse upon these, and the value of meal as
feed for cows, he will dilate with mental
exertion both orally and bodily—be will give
you to understand that @ peck of corn meal
with cut hay is as good as a bushel of carrots
any day, tapering off' his peroration with a
friendly adwonition and significant nod to be
sure that the cars you select for sced are
gatliered before they are fully ripe. It is a
matter of regret that so much common sense,
practical kuowledge, which mauy of our far-
mers possess in connection with this crop,
should be little nrore than metaphysical, That
snch is the case may be known from the fact
that their potato fivlds are their pet-lions—
an cffete attachment which, no doubt they
cherish in fond remembrance ot the past,
when o dollar in the pocket was not con-
sidered as an equivalent for a busbel in the
bin—palmy days.

Hay—This on the uplands is 2 fair aver-
age, and housed in excellent order.  Grand
Pre still languishing from the effects of Saxby,
n 1869, not up to its usnal quantity by one-
hall.  Grass in this district is a staple com-
modity, amd should be first in importance.
On all cluy lands which have received liberal
attention, & paying crop. IDilficult as the
sloprs amd ridges are of management for all
cultivated crops, they may be made to yicld
heavy burdens of grass for many years in
succession by care jml proper surface man-
uring, attention here cannot be too strongly
urged. .

Lotatoes.—This season they speak for them-
selves.  Hitherto they have been king, and
reigned supreme. A great breadth was
planted, and the result a Jarge crop. No
doubt for some wise purpose; but wo would
prefer to see their calivation reduced to
comprehensible bounds, and intelligent farm-
g wore generally substituted.

Root Crops.—>Mangold Worltzel, Tarnip,
Carrots, and others.  In these essentials of
the farm we begin to pereeive a gleam of sun-
shine. Mangold Wortzel, this root is being
cultivated for stock, with some degree of
interest, but we are impressed with the belief
that it does not receive the attention its im-
portance demands. By somc farmers it is
considered a more exhausting crop than thoe



