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ýaii(I thie classical influence is even more nîarkced in 1bis 1)oetry.

i-I is fiathier, the .Rev. Dr. Arnold, miaster of RubyiadI made

imii fainîijar ini boyhiood wvit1i 1-omier and the Greek trage(Iies,
and the 1)Cst literature of Christendomn, and lie conhiimîued to

study tlhcse thirotighlott biis life. I-Je mnade theni the standard

of poetical composition. 'l'li 1)cSt hunes of H-on;er, Dante, Mi
ton. and Shakespeare lie iad ai lus fingers* ends and(luseci as
touclistonles to try ail poetrv. And Illis shndvl andl practice NviiI

tel muore and more ini bis fawor as timie goes on, for itl belped

to miake lmi wl'at 1)v nature lie \%as aral fitted to be-the

poci. not, of a particular age. or of special social conditions.

or of a peculliar intellecttiai or aestbetic cuit, but of univ'eraIl

Ar-t. .\\hIicbi reaclied its hîghclst (lCvC1o1)ieflt in Greece more

thani two tbousand( v'cars ago--of Ar t, whichi is percuiii-al as

love and1ucagal as tritthi.
just hiow grea t M-\]atbe\v Arnold is as a poet it is difficuit

as '-et to sas'. It is safe ,îo affirin, bio\ever, thiat lie is -iiiucl

greater than lie is genecrally suppose(l 10 be. In our estimiate

of poetry, one of the fi-st tilugs to possess ourseives of is the

principke that colihemporarv. opinion imans alinost absol utely
nothing. Byron was thc rage. then TcunviýsoI, non' Browning.
Buti Shakespear-e nmade no biit inIi is da.and %ve bave -no,

i cason to bl)Cieve that I-Tomner <11(. Thli extravagant ju(lgment

o'f Tennyson wliicl prevailel ln the popular niu(l five and hen

vears ago is aled.one is temj)ted to tliuk, in process of rc-

version. Tennyson "'as a great pocI in the eycs of theEgls

-lmiost. iu fact, a poet of the first rauk-but incvcr s-) great

in the e"-es of othier peopies, the Frencli, for instance. And

posterihy wvill lik-elv decide thiat the %vorild is larger than 1E ng-
lisli ininers and Eugilclisli tastes and( Englishi tîhology h h

latter hall of the ninecteenth centiiry. Tie more thougltu -
T]enuivsou'ýs recaders, mvhile noue cail ever becoine iini.c-liet t o

tie cbarmi of bis poetrv. bave iu great imcasure deserted to
flrowning.r And whiv ? Because Browning is stiîuulating,

and people wvith bealtlbv iiiinds Nvant simiulation. And good


