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A SH-ORT BED AND NARROW COVERING.

A. SEICMON

]3Y REV. RO3ERT CAMPBELL> m. A.) D. D.

" .For the bcd is shorter than that a man con ýli-cich himsef Uoni it; and tha covcring
wiarroiver thon that lze con ivrap hiiwself inii.'Ia xxviii. 20.

T HIlS is nanifstly an e-astrii provrb. It pithily describes, a
situlation of poi-plc-xiby and discoinfort.

Thie Oricntal beds consistod of niattresses laid on thec floor; and.
in summner people d.Irwr a linoen shecet over thein, -while in winter
they w'rapped theniselves up in a carpet, whichi was part of the
bedldiing. T1hose whio have hiad exporience of short bed, do not
m'ishi to repeat it;- while, on thie othier liand, a narrow coveringr is
wvith us, ini our cold Gaainclinate, a- mnore serjous (lrawbaek thian

it couli possibly ho to the eastern nations. So thiat this sententious
verse is well fitted to strikze our iindcs and find a lodnient in our
hlearts zias truly as it wvas adaptcd to the intelligence and sympathiy
of the fl iof Isritel in thle days of old.

The~ propJ)hf y, x'm i,hiyonant text, wishied to impress upon the
peo(ple the folly of 'Itzvingc recourse to any otior hielper than e
Lord I-iniself. Restir.g on- false refuges was Illke a man's tryiigr to
strueh on a bcd. thiat ý\vzs too short for Iiiii. Making preteiices to
spirituahity, Nvlien thecir hecarts w'ere turned ztway froin God, wvas as

ifone, should ende-avour to, w'rap hiiiiself witlî a eovorig too narrowv
for hlmii.


