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) t'(!)tology. ! Msny of those heresics consist wmerely 2n:°“c‘

,tho exaggeration of some particulac truth.
- = i No pusitive orror brought forward, but,
RELIGIOUS KRRORS. ;many groat and useful teuths are neglected, i
Crassirieatios asp Cacses or Reri- and the whole aystem of belief s out of|
clous Exrurc—"There ate only four great proportion , atill, thia is nu further heresy |
errors in rehigion. ‘The first 18 the reigion than what snevitably procoeds from aa - )
of the sonsps and the imagmation, or Poly- perfect acquaintance with the truth, ,
thewsm and Vopery. The second w tho, A vory great number of these pretended,
religion of scnee, wmaguation, and reason, hieresies consisl i ditferences G iinute,
combined ; of Panthzivm, with Mysticisn ; tu bo precuncewed by the uaked eye, and,
or Pantbeism Christiamzed. The third i cin bo seca only thruugh the micrvecope,
the contracung revelatwn to our marrow of Sectariansm.  That they du dufer frum,
faculues, or ratwonal Chnistianity.  And the,other Christiaus s but ton evwideat, but,
fourth error 1s the rejecuny Chnstamty|why llwy'dxﬂ'cr. would re.uiro the subtle,
altogether as contrary tu our natural uu-, genws of Thomas A%um.u eatisfactorily to,
derstanding, or Infidehty. The last errorjaccount for. Let but the Iuly Spu,
18 swallowing up the three first; but of ail breathe upon our souls, and the Sun of
ahese orrors 1t hus least subsisience iny Righteousness arse without a clond, and all,
mself,and js continually wasting itself away. | these difterences will disappear as speedily
All other ertors are insigmficant whenyas the morning musts.
compared with these.  Uther herestes aro|  Many of the present disputes and pecu.
but the pecuhianiues of mdividuals, which|lianities uf religion, anae from the turn of!
hive only a partial extent, and a himnted {the publa sund, mure than ever averse to i
doration. These errors, un the contrars,,severe thought or patient exannnation.,
belons to the human mind, re-appear in, Mun has been defined a thinking amimal , |
cvery age and country ; and though theybut real and scere thoug}nt is not cumtnon
frave enrolled 1 their support very distin. | :n any age of the world. ‘The public mind,
quished -nuames in literature aud scionce, s however, 13 more capable of followiny a
are less indebted to any indidund aid, than  train of thoughts at qne ume than anothor.
to thoee penmanent weaknesses and pro.; At present a variety of pursuits distract the
pensties of man’s darkened understanding;attention from steadily fixing on any one.
which orienally produced thom. A vaniet of popular publicatiuns, wrtten
All the mmor sects owe their birth toy with little taleut or power, produce no
persons of very nfertor talends, and at tha spirit-surning effect upon the .rc;lder; the
same time do not take equally deep hold of | languid curiosity 1 easily gratified, and .
the mind itself. They may create a tom.) foriation, such as it is, is prescnted alinost
porary interest and a local alarm. Theyibdefore it iy "(‘&‘:’“_‘l‘d' and passes frotn the
are Jamentable on account of the wnjurv(¢ye or car to {be tongue, without rousing,
they may inflict upon ndiiduals, but theyythe understanding imu dta slumber. In,
are of Do moare tonsequence m retardugry educklion, all dificulties are purposely re.;
the progress of Chr:stiznity, than the losy} o
of one or two eut-posts would be w decid. j for exerlion, and excrtion for strength; and,
i the fate of a campaign.  Many of theso | the maxim of the hesthen toralist 1a for-!
beresies are but the ervors of a fow wrong-j gotten, that the gods eell all thinge, and;
braded individuals, and are cluefly bmugﬁg. that labour s the prece whah they demand.
imto nofice by 1k vehement outcry that 1sy 1t may easily bo suppased, that the reh.
raised aoainst theou . jgous world partake of the character of the
These heresies are trequantly exagge-423ge which thep live, and labour under
rated, not only n thar wmportance andigreater dxsad{a!nmgerpror. they have the
magmtude, i also In their numbers.(8aMme lemptations to a {rivoluus turn of,
Lisls of these are handed about by tho,mind, with the additonal listlessness of not
Papists, ns irrefrazable proots of the enisihaving the same vanety of pursuits and
protuced by the mdiscrimmate readmg opjobjects.  Thesr chief readmg consists in a
the Scriptures, and by makmy the Biblo; number of epheweral pubhicauons, whue
the #ble atthonty 1 Telimous cantroversy.; only excellence very frequently consists
Bat these heresies havo uo mare connec-i therw piety; all whose saymngps have long
tion with the Scriptures, than Poperv itsely been said before, and where an ongina
has. They have altugether their nise from | thought would be as beaotfal and unex.
the folly, the marvow.mindednass, and thetpected as a pellucid Iake anong the dry
pAtty.spirit of men: and the studr of thesand barren eands of ;’\mbm. It 1s not fur-,
Seriptures, instoad ¢F being the occasion of ; PrISIng that the minds winch are nourished |
theso disputes, 15 thes only cure. by such writings snould bave lttle taste or
The fist of heresics, filled as it 12 withiappetite fur perusing the Senptures, and,
barbarous denomuations aud unntelhgible ) should fecl me!ﬂ\'c’ﬁ bewildered mn the
distinctions, 4as mdead a formdable aspect.| Midst of one of Paols epistiex, with the,
Bach of the sects 18 ummportaat 1 atself ;; wagmficent bursts of his imagination, and
but they maks up in numbers for the wanyjthe fervid and consecative energy of his
of weight. Yet when cxamined, these)arguments.
numbers appear of less consequence.y While aruficial syatoms of theology are
Many of thesc sects have no existence buy generally dinnised, the Scriptures are rather
on paper; tbey are merely sanious namesystudied i detached puts, than as a whole.,
for the same demxamdtws, and others are; The present age exults aa 1ts freedun frum
founded entwely upon ruscovcoption. 1the trammels of ancient authority, but s
Others of these sccts aze the oflspring otymoré ™ quick-sighted to discover the ble.
the reveries of some deranged persoss, o1y mishes than the exceliencics of its prede. |
good natural talents, &t may bo, aud of.ploua; comars.  Thiz sys'ems of artificial theulagy |
character, but.wha bave mutaken the deepy have their uscs as well as disadvantages,
impressions of relyyiun upen & disordored s they indeed exaggerated and dirplaced se
unagination, tur new discovenes of diwine, veral scnpiural truths, 2nd gave to others
truth, or $,decper msight nto the sacred;a speculative air ratber than their true and
wntingad Wald'the esenckncss and the|practical bearing, but tkey had a great su.
depth of thest conwwwa bas pru them, penonity eves the partal indocton 0ot uva-
2 faw disc.plea, wis cuitsusied their zearjiroquent in our tme, which sciects pasaages
with the indifferegce of mauy arvund them.  bers and there out of Scripture, and ac-
and folt that gy upmon muntamed wih, commodates. them to gts onwn  pleasure,
sincerity upon the wolapasbioct of elor- | mstead of sibmiting to be guided by the
, as wnec hag e, opmon at allf nhole scope of Scruptare. Qa the contrary,
Su!i 3: folly of mmutely characipruzing the arufiial sysiews excelled 1 fulness ;
these, would be as 1.as that of koeping | it ‘was_not a jon, but the whole of
a ( the saywpge xad ipture, that brongit jnta their me-
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turally exprasucd, and have o d o' the beheving '
y the nstural ordor of 0 Wilo. The and surcly theg will hare thesa,
only advantage of giving up theso aici~at, have them, they will bavo ths
butlca l divluty is, that they chould aake the [3v.oe Splfi€ sl Accn
way for thn study of the Scripturcs as a2 dusne ooarg®, thes wond d‘aoﬁ
whols, and that we should drink tha watees | w.dely cﬁidun‘f to 1ho a.comumi OF Aifke
o ffe m o freshly from theat fountan ;ners, and opeon de woslausubi Ssaugy
Bat they Ind bettar have beeu retaned, [, hr the supply of the wanta of auw\n iavere
nothing was to succecd them, but tho de.!The great smrof the Chust.an toacher is,
tached and scattered siudy of the Senmp. t. n.ﬁd bs sthdtarn acquamtod with the
tures (o detald, and the cullection of a few (&enral acops of the whule Bibley and to
pcked and fav.aritd tegts Lo suppurt gomo, mese them m!&:ﬂ:gcul readers of jt ot
oarticular dogma. The growt nger puw "l'h s sceims (g essoutm! part of Chrighian
i%, that many truths should be smitted, sud, mxiruction . Waicrer can be sddad to thia
hly degorghle, though not so lmperas

pagran

*hat wue ur two tupe.s should be {ns.atad | s bigl
on in the forgetfulness of all the : <t and tively necousary, and the e ¢ .
that to acoapy the dlank thus o asoned, ion and tnforcement of particalar passages
these few topica shuuld be stretched fac, will be most aghantagevus to thoes who axe
beyond the'r just duncasions , as i the -Id, altvady (urnishiod wah a gonacal conpre-
maps of Africa, the names of a few insigai. , hension of the Senptures. .

hich feecta

w is ohe (optatvn w
deuominatione of nu.ghty empires, and ¢.n. | those who haye oftan and cleasly ppsachad
cealed the wa, maker's ignorance of that the Gospol ; A weaningse of
utiknowy contluent, by stretching far be. seme tru ¢ afloy day. and Fear aftex
yond their prper bownds in‘o the interiar, yosr, and aptly {oo with Hitle v.ible
of the country  Thenn, however, are the offtct. The q-'llinh they could yars their

In tio groat, discourses tge' wou

evile of a state of transi wa. 18 roake mcl Jrproa-

u

! chauge which ban takea place, the o Au- mon upon they hearers, and ";m’“‘y
bae m“ ]

thority is discarded, befure the new authority (the Gospel is
18 pruperly recognised. It i necesaars t., and in sowe ¥
have sume aystem. The Jaw of continudty  The resoliitiod
prevalls every where, and if in throwi yracy oud, fur Al who lhave to X to
off th art!§cial dystama of Leolagy wo da, gwmm; siabees, o kaow pothing but
nat follmu the natural aystein of the Serip. Jesus Christwud him crurified. The mare
tures, we shall nnawares follow a system) variéty wilh't®s Gospel, and the lése va-
of our onn, and that .1 all probability ayrety w1 ol the better. Thare I» no
very pitfal one. jthemo th Wit the whole of axigtange,
wuxpy ToR Reuriors Errors.—All where Ch#af) the Croator of gif worlds,
errors in refizion proceed from trusting to) and the Rodosmor of our ot race,.
our wwh undertanding, %nd ail the usefv), not with propriety hold a conspic uous place,
truths we possess, ate drawn from lhc[ Another errv, Will nryo burtful and
fourain of saared trath, the hvely oraclee! aljectionahlag2oneisls laying amdo a
of Gull. Hence the continual sieceanmty of dxctr.ne Tur a tygme, nh& happene 1o be
havmg recourse 1o the law and to the tewti. pc;u!m!{ pat by sowmd who are
mony, and of stady.ng the Serptures asjeateemed heretical. The very conirary ia
wa world any cther baok, &8 2 whule, not| nu duubt «f course what good sesnss would
trking lttle Jetachied jortoms 002 of them, | recomunend, the more a doctring is per.
and putung our own coustructions upnniveru\d. the more need it has of belng foe-
thego ¢rparated frugments  Tho general quently placed in its proper light. " IT the
scupe of Sariptare, aul the Conserutinenons, of the Gospel be exagyoratdd, and
of fuspire § aruwmen®, will preseree us fron pl an absued point of view, ﬂn?e
ere g, that the infinite froencd® of
canly slide. It we mustake the mranung of the Gospel ehould ba clearly and eeriptar-
ane passage, we shall be srt night by that | ally mamtaiond.  If 2 sp.rinus asenancy
whuch foll.wa 02 wo shall hare me openiof faith is gammg grund, the more tecae-
Lng, precest apom precept—liere a hittleisary st a to point out onrwlist grounds
and there alrtlo; and though huwman weak. | scriptural assurance x foundad,
reas may inmtake oue or two pamagrs,!  One Xeeat ongin of herexics s the pro.
asthimgy but wilful and systemmtie penver. tension o novelty.  Now, it 13 mpoestble
sion caft musinterpret then all ‘;: the that there cars bo any thing new in the
Biblo we haio the continual unfddimgr of casentials of religron. Wh.acever is svad,

$yrowh inte the
‘icoun« altogether omyted.
of the Apostle is a nozos-

o same cternal plan, and we sty trace | o paved by belicymy e faudamentsl
the divine purpose- fren the dawn of thew truthe, fm the day the Spotles, to
wanifestaton (o their cloar Ind anetyded the ead of the The only place

digplay.  We lave 2ruthe plarad in mvocy | where novelly can be admittod w In the
vanioty of Lght, and examples under ¢ ory ' luetration, of applieatinn, of theso tryths ;
diversity of cireumetances. ior, an thest truths are facts rel 10
Tt s a areat nstde to thwk vt ans ‘:‘” divine gorernment, '!"‘ are 4a ’8’“‘5'
part oi divin~ truth shoall le wwated. ]3> and endleen in their induenes as's
These purnetes vl hoare ~uppmed 1o by 22 00ty they are presenned of inflnite
the derke~y, a0 mude ~afi 205 desr m{"'}f’)‘- rud allow of radic < digeove .
their gencial dergn by pudic ous imterpre. Binr:- <he trathe by whieh esch believer
torn. Dt even i theis beanag tow ards the | ™ <3ved ane for ever theSame, this idomity
pepons and cients 0 whicts they Neefly of rrhimous views droeden us from cher.
trefer, wure ne o leany diecerued, thes iehing any peculiar notona of “ﬂf.m'ﬁ"
urges us 13 mamntan the samé Mx:g

practc J bearag ton wrls usum nereg douat. | .

tal. Tho partiuar events to who b pro. WOCUsaes and to hold fast the fotro of sou
shecy refere ey require an aulcrpn-\cx,Q“;”d‘ "‘Th"h are rfn?'m&! o ol mez,
ut the wintad Jorantis whe h @ sialiates, ¥O000oF dine or dmid, whethe (stimately

aod the view of the din 80 Clietanter muh: ""’"’,"'M with as, or "'mnmd.far frouy us
it exhibuts, fequre sne. An bauble end) 1 all Ather viewe ”“3"’-'""",“'""' excepl
patient stuay of prophecs, atteaded mihlum which reiate fo cterml lifo.
mudhipr e L e i g the best luaan;  Out bilel i, indend, ot to seat upen
helps mouid af ony be beosedicsl e the the vpinens of aifallibie owen, but cpoa the
Christiad h.mwacf, Sat woald (heck ibe e suro word of God. Yet, sn asing of ha-
of ity of those pemaivua effure and;san asthorny, s grest and at minake
extravagant fancies, ahick, upon this mh e 200 froquent,y
joct ospeciuy, fru time W Lune, iafost the  soekor afer truth
Church of Chrix. ‘ .
Grest s the power of 10 Christian i | perescrs
nistry, if '%my usod, 10 afl thiugs that}favour of himesi Mot
pestain to Tite and godlinear, and nk least | mnuat be right, hocause
i reprsang the growth of héresics. M. [from the Dble; and
nistoex have but To sk for he peayors offall buman authenty,
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