
Tan AM&1ANoeE.

LAST DAY 0F EVE.

IT approachied the eveninig twilighlt.
The inother of ffiankind ivas placed by
lier descendants in. front of ber tent, re-
clining on a rude couch. The western
wind fanned lier pale cheek and played
axnidst ber grcy locks. Near lier sat
,ler husband. Eye turned bier oye upon
hira with, a look of sadness, yet of deep
aflèction, and as suie Saw hus ,vritikled
browv, bent foria, and head of snowy
wvhiteness, seuned te caîl te mmtd other
days.

lnwardly she repruachied bersef-
"Ah, not thus was it 1 sawv inu, when

first given ' e hira by our God. Whlere
bas vanished that manly ferin-wlicre
is tue elastic stcp-where the eyu that
beamed wvith lbrightness-wlere nov'
the midi and me]lowv voice? Alas, lxoi
changed! And it -mis 1. wvho tempted,
wvho destroyed lira-I due wife-the
chîemished corapanion; 1 bade hini cnt,
and notv what is hie, who but for vie lad
knowil neither pain, nersormowv, nom agre.

'Auid %vliat remains of lier oi- whese
beauty lie then gazed witlh urtsated de-
ligIît ? A treunbHin, wrirlLled feria,
Just sinking ie the grave.

'«-VW4ere is new thut paradise witlî
its fruits-tirai bah-ny air whiclîb: ougbit
on evemy breatlî a tribute to ecdi happy
s!ense-those rays whlîi wariuned but
riever scorchied ? And sadder, madder
still, wvhere now is that blissfuld inter-
course wviîh PhM~, who inade us ricli in
the happiness of living? His voice id
ne longer in our ears--diven froin
bliss-froun scenes se lovlv-tiie earilî
cursetl-sin, serroNvi sud deaili, the in-
heritance of our echildren'.

Our mother %vas overcoine by the
rush of recollecins lier eyes, long

dr, eud ewfetutuiis aud lier a
= hî loo fl deep CxAotion.

ht may bce that Adoa lhad been in-
dulgiing in musings net unlike te duose,
for lie ivas starm.led as if frora a reverie
by the ernotions of bis wiife. The old
inatu plazed iînself beside lier. Shie
laid bier beaud on the bosoin, which had
â;e ofiemu soot:hed its throbbin g.

mvst'hee. LÈVQ?

"lOh, my huisband, how canst thou
show kindness to her wvbo lias done al
this? Thiou %vast young andlkncw only
ha ppîness, and ail around was formed to
delight our very sense;- and 1, wvho
should have strengthened thy virtue,
fell, and draggred thee with me, the
partnier of m-y sin, to this dcpth of rum.
And afrer a few years of toil and an xiety,
wve are about to lay theso worn out
frames ini the dust.

"lBut for siai we had lived in per-
petual youth, and feared no change.-
The th-reatened death has worked slowv.
ly but surely, and now with us bis
wvork is nearly done.

IlThe first te sin, it was meet that I
should frst returai te dust. Had the
guilt and the ou-rse been only mine, 1
might endure it. But 1 sec thee, now,
and i compare thee with wvhat dîou wast,
as it seems te me but yesterday.

lA few days wvilI lay thec low. LPet
our children place us side by side in the
cold earth. 1 linow flot why it is, yet
it seems te mec there will bc comfort in
our bodies dissolvingr t egether, as if
there were somethingr of consciousaess
in the lifeless dust.

'lLittle of comfort as is 110w left iII
life, yet 1 cannot endure the theuglit 1
shial utterly cease te bco!

IlAdam, thou hiast often given me
words of consolation. Is tiiere auglit
that eaui cheer me, now 1 arn te bid thee
farewvel?

IlThou seest yonder suni-hou wiIt
agaili sec Jura risc and set, lic is bidding
WLC a last adieu. Sense shall 50011 cease
for ever, and no liglit shiall again enter
tiiese eyes.'

The old inan wiped the tears which
fell on the wrinkiled brow of biis partuer.
A suddeni ligrht %vas on bis countenance
as if a new lanip liad beeii lit iip in his
sou]. Eve saw it, and itbrouglitto lier
a gleam oflhope ; sh o gazed on bis face
as if death. had lent new powers te lier
faded vision.

IlFirst of women," said Adam, Ilclaimt
ne pre-eminence in guilt-togcther wc
sinnue-togzether we have borne the
pun.ishmnent.


