
TIIE PIRIEST.

fouisded uipon reai kstowledge, of tIse suibjeet, ait(d
uposa deep reflectioîs, jet Jili devote to theui a
15crious tutt consclusive wvoisk ; but let hitu notstsutd
up in tihe intsrket.pitsce anad tutti the heads of the
mob by the propasgation of iaif-digested theuries,
,%viieli tise people, froua selfisli motives ausd wasst
of judgsssestt, will bc inucî more proue practically
to experimentalize titan thcoretically to investi-
gate. And tieus, as to tise style of suds books!
titis mnirror of a sensuial exaltation stimuitlited
alinost to intsducess; titis fiowery patchwork, iii
whlicis tiot on1e spark of triat is to bc dletectcd!
1 fistd it perfcctlv detestable. Motntesquieu says,
' Le .st q/e c'est l'hionwe !' If tisat be truc, titen
do I greativ pitv tise French, for thatit style is ais
inane style, atsd ail France is strivissg to iaie it
its owui."ý

Tise carrnage stopîîed, ansi WC aiigitted and
westt iii to stipper. lbsreiy have I beesa more sur-
priset titat 1 %vas to lieaur sticis discossîse as titis
froin tise uouth of a Russi.4ts priest.

Tise iîsts at wli we ls:d aiigltted was of a
cossifort.ible aspect. It was built aifter tise fasition
of our littie Swiss bsouses ; to tise left it looked
onst uspoîs a spacious cottrt-yard, and was cnclosed
to tise riglstby a toierabiy extenîsive hedge, whiclt
suggested tite idea of a pleasant garden. A neat,
ceatsly-dresseui girl, about fiftects years oid, re-

ceiveti us at tise duor; as soon as site saw tise
priest, site ran uap to inan d held out lier bantd
in a frietssly stîsuter, as to ais old acqttaiîutance;
tison site conducted us inta tise stratigers' rooas,
os tite Iirst tloor. The sairs were very clean;
tise roosta WC essteresl was ttot less su. Its wais
were Iiussg rousnd wits ptctures of saints, sontie
paitsted, otisers îîteredy drawts. Soiite lattdscapes
lucress tissrv ;bstt otilu a very tèew wcîe fraîued.
Tise wulole fstrsiture col siSte(i of a table, sotsse
woosien chtairs, a, talitogatty paress, anis a large
mirror, wlsicis lsussghetwveeu tise two, %vittdowvs,
below a portrait of tise Esîsperor. Msy cotupaiffo
walks'd straigltt to tie tuirror, took a coi-iob assd
brusîs froîts iis poeket, attd began to, arranige is
hair. "Excuise mie," lie said, "but We shahl asot
reacis St. Petersburg tili v'ery lite, or ratiser very
early. ansd 1 musst tiot sseglect tnyv liseat-dress." I
turssed away, sud busied tîsyseif looking at the
picttres. Tîsere %v ts no iack of bad drawitig, but
tise coiourittg was livelv, aîsd tise cisoicù of titsts
showed taste. Tise latisscpes, witls tiseir bold
ruases of fsliage, tîseir waterfails assd fields of ice,
inslicated a vivid appreciation ansd strict observa-
tion of nature. As works of art, lsowever, noise
of tîseia were of assy valiue.

Wlsct 1 again turssed to nsy cominion, ise hiad
tigiitlv houud tp lais tisick isa.ss of isair and twisted
it rossîsd lais lie-ad, and wns iii tise act of pulling a
sinall cip ou-r it. Reitarkiitg sny surprise at titis
sistgslar lseas-dress for a mns, lie saisi good-isu.
xnoredlv, "Yos Nvili dloui.atle-,s lasîgi nt tise, but 1
iare titis u-aiity witls aIl tny brotlîerlsood; titis is

tise otsly ca'-titiv ort;iieîst tisat we are perinitted
to wess-, ansd fly its abtudaisce we coîîîîeîtsate
ourselves for, ail otîser privatioss its tisat respect."

IItideti," I replicd, Il tise reniarkable gro~ts
of tise isair of tise Russiats priestiiood has oftets
astouiolhed ite."

IlTitere is ssothissg wonslerfui in it," tiaid hie;
49anybody whio devotesi as mucîs care and
attention to, lus hair would attain tise sanie ensd.

As-you now see We every eveniîsg plait ossr lair
as tiglît as possibale, asîd braid it c'lose rosund tise
itead, atsd iii tise niorsisîi We cotab and brsi it
for a lonîg tîtue, atîd Witiî tise lit.isOSt care; tisat
protisotes its growtis, tiakes it flexible and soft,
anti causes it to, flow down in liglst -îuavcs. But
certaisslv it is asot evcry body wso, lias sufficiesit
patience anîd perseverasîce. Allov tise!"

Ile took îîsy iaîsd atad laid it o55 tise plaits of is
liair. Tlsey were firm and liard as ropes. Stsîîiis,
lie again drew lais cala over thiser.

Mcaîswlsile, tise hostess entered tise room ;-a
uvoniasn soîiewlsat over tltirty, raier tii, with
isalliti, susskess features, but iaaviîag in lier bearing
a -certaini deceît, grasce and ituturai sligîtity. ler
clotîses ivere ofecosttry fastioti, huit vcry tieat and
clean. Witiosît lsesisg sie, site iastetsed to
tise priest, wiso eisbrauced lier, ki:ssed lier oit tise
brow, aîsd laid lus bîand gesstly ors lier iseasi. Tlsey
cotiveîscd together uvitit ause ansimuation ; buat ail
tisat I tiderstoosl of their conversation suas tise
oit recurriîag I asluscisi," tise terni by wii tise
Russiaits ussîaliy addrcss eisch otîser. 1 returued
to tise exatiiîstiou of tise Isictures.

*WTMens tise lsostess lsad left us, 1 fixed my eyes
upon tise priest. 11e seenied disconmposed. To
begin a conversatios, 1 spolie of tie Isictuares.

Il The appear to lac ail by tise saisie isaid, I
said, Ilantd altisosagl deficiesit in artistie sk ill, tbey
shiow ussîsistakable talet.t"

"lSo it is," said tise priest, witi n, bitter smiie,
'tiey fsirnish ta, remarkable documsent in relation

to tise usages of ossr titues."
"ilow so' I inqusiaed, struck by lus mariner.
It is a ' vertrake' iaistory," lie replied ; "lbut

isere, ira titis close, dark roo ni, I caunot speak of
it. Let us go dowia isuto tise gardeas; if you pleaso,
we cati take ossr .uakusko tîsere."

At tise toi) of tise stairs we met tise littie girl
wlio hadl receiveul us rit tise issui door. Site was
britsgiug sîp tise ssvnoa'ar; but isow site tssrssed
back, ns carried it into tise garsien, wblsi suie
îalaced on a table, in a snuig arbor; wcîit awvay
assd preseîatiy returnedý w'ith cheese, ban, and
frusit.

Il re shali iiot be able to stay bere long," said
îny companion, as lie preparcd tise sei (tea); tise
sky is lseavy with clouds, asîd a storia seenîs cous-
iii" osa."

IYou werc about to expiain to me," 1 said-
"Peritait ntc first to drinsk a glass of schei," ie

repiied ; Ilto recail tisose sad mniories ils words
would assuredly drive awav sîsy appetite."

H1e pourcd out tise tea, filledl tise glass, cuit a
suice of lemon, adsied two spoolssful of rui, assd
preseîsted it to ie. Tieil lie preparcul a sitîsilar
miixture for isiniseif, tastcd it, graduaiiy eînptied
the glass, aîsd resurned ousr previous subjeet of
discouirse.

IlI ktsow not," L~e said, Ilhow far you, as a
forcigtser, aire fainailiar wvitls tise laws, custosats, ansd
ussîge ,s of outr counîtry. Siaousld you be mineuc
quîtuîsted witls tiseî, I shisuld regret dsstyn
thien to, you upou tiseir înost u«favorabtle $ide."

IlWo are ail, in one degree, depesideait oas tise
supreine power in the Suite. las tise isiher
citasses, titis despotissa is voilesi, partiy by coin-
iinsitv of interest., ptirtly by delicacy of form.
It becomes ics;s caslutrable !il proportion iss it des-
ceuds tharougli tie ixîferior grades of tise popul4-


