
'f-FIE OW L.48

Christianity uI)of the human heart
and the human sou]. lie ig-ht, as
many do, have given uis an awful
close of the blues or a free prescrip-
tion for insnia, by laying clown
his premnises and thus clraw his con-
clusion, favorable to Christianity
he desired to be read, to be mierciful
to a longy-suffering public; introdue-
cd us to a cornpany of pagrans, neo-
phytes and confirmeci christians
and left us to draw our own conclu-
sions. A reader is always 1iatterecl,
when he feels, that lie is being ac-
credited with the ordinary amount
of brains and commion sense.

The novel mnight be termed, a
series of kaleidoscopie, views of the
progress of christianity witlbin the
empire. Wc behiold the christian
bodly becomne a stern reality, until
the Romnan people begin to perceive,
that it is a sturdy chilci fast gYrowingr
UI) to vigorous inanhood ; and,
whiilst they wvcre pondcring upon the
phienonienon, the child had turnecl
out to bc a strong nman prepared to
do battie andl level a severe blow at
paigaîîîsîw1. E\Tery pulsation of the
Catholic, heart lit Rmsent its

every artery, ç7veni througrh the nmore
distant vein that .stretched isrosy
little streak into the very extremnity
of the Romian emp)ire.

Meni jucîge1r the nature andi fertility
of a newly cliscovered country, by
the foliagic which it produces; we
miay ;ass5uredly formi an estimiate of
any society from the character of the
mien who hold its proinieni. social,
religious and civic positions. Should
we adopt sucli a :standard, the
honorable grentlemnen of the jury,

vho, ai-e being add resseci by Sien-
kiewvicz, need noz leave their box
to pass a sentence of condenination
upon pagan Romne. \Vc sec in the
dark recesses of the catacomibs and

in the xvild hiliside quarries, one
Rome, actuated by a religious belief
that possessed stringent, practical,
universal princil)les whereby min
could grOvern their passions and judge
the mioral turpitude or rectitude of
every human act; the other Rome,
overýgrcund, clwelling in lordly, noble
casties is unitraînmeiilled by any likze
code> and neither grods nor eniperors
demnand the seail of any such stamip>
to grive value to any act. lagan
Rome is a scene of spiritual desola-
tion, spiritual darkness, unblushing
immiorality, legralized social and famn-
ily slavery, a religion -wîthout, faith,
hope or charity; Christian Rorne vi-
brates with religrious activity, chaste,
immaculate purity, religrious and so-
cial freedomn, a faith that g]ows with
enticingr imagery for the very young,
or soleman service for the patriarch-al
grandfather, the sigyns of sorrow or
triumph on the ahtars as the occasion
clemnancs, the cmblcmn of salvation
elevatcd on bigh, that whilst lier
children mieditate upon the saci symn-
bols of thcir faith, it miight excite
sorrowv, and wîth sorrow, hope that
gives birthi to ch-arity.

The ancient pagans, inspired with
the belief that eahinighty river
<)wcc its <)rigin to a peculiar deity,
built a temple at its source and offer-
cd up a sacrifice to the god to pre-
serve the purity of the waters. that
they mnight carry blessings to the
dwellers on theý river side; the home
is the source, the nursery of a nation.
If thc honor, purity and iiitegrity of
the home are kept intact and ia-
violable, the nation will be blest; if,
on the contrary, the famnily virtues
ai-e lacking> if the sacred love that
binds thîe 1hearts of the husband and
wvife and forîîîs the vcry soul of a
truc honme is brutalized, a nation wvill
be a disgusting mnass of putrefaction.
The uncrowned qucen of tlic homne
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