
nman,"> an d "Beowvulf." No mnan can dlaimi to be a flrst-class
English seholar wbo bas not done so, especially at a tinte whien
ail ighI-class Anierican and Englishi universities are actingr on
this view.

.As a specinien of old folk-Iore, "Beowulf " is quite as impor-
tant for the student of Englishi as the " Nbeliigicen Lied> for
the student of German, or the " Iliad " and " Odyssey> for the
student of classie Greek. The wonder is, not that so înuchi
attention is now paid to it, but that it has been so longr nec,-
lected. This rernark applies equally to the " Vision of Piers,
the Plowmnan." Almost conteniporary, in its present form, with
the " Canterbury Tales>" it is in respect of language very nïuch
more archaie, while it is alliterative rather than rhythmical in
structure. But its chic£ value lies in the picture it gives us of
the social life of the latter part of the fourteenth century. In
it the still unfathoined inisery of the cormmon people during
the rei 'gns of Edward III. and Richard Il. iind a voice, rather
than in the social descriptions of the ',Canterbury Tales," for
the obvious reason that while the latter are the work of a
court hurnori.st, the " Vision" is the production of one who
lived aniongst the people, synipathized %vitli thern in their suf-
fering$, and spent his Lime in adininistering- to themn the conso-
lations of the gospel of Christ. We obtain fromt other sources,
ample proof that the pathetic wail of the " Vision " is a truc
expression of popular feeling. We ]earn iL alike from the
popularity of the poimis, froin the social uprising under Wat
Tyler, and front the "Saueof Laborers," which wvas passed
with a vieNv to preventing servants froni availing themnselves
of the advantage that -,oul(1 naturally have accruedl to them
f romn the decimiation of their nutuhers by the 1'black deathi." I
dIo not w'ish to appear as underrabtingy the literary value of the
"Canterbury Trales,," but that is now s0 thoroughly appreciated

that I need say no word in its favor as a text for the uniiversity
study of English.

But even if we hiad no compositions of suchi literary volumes
a.q tlw t1hrr 1 have mentioned, iL, would still be necessary to
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