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THE HOME CIRCLE.

—
BY M.

No. 5.—LITERATURE IN THE FAMILY.

Far more than is generally su sed of the happiness and prosperity
of‘ ¢ household dgpends ﬂpoxf) I:‘,(l)le character ofp its literature. The
ing, like the body, needs nourishment, and is developed according to

N Quality of the aliment partaken. If the food we eat be scant or
~ Olesome, the body will soon manifest Symptoms of decline. In like
th&nher, if the mind be either starved or supplied from an impure source,

© Soul mygt eventually become deteriorated.

h lHence it should be matter of the gravest inquiry with every house-
of %, What kind of literature he sllows in his family. It is the duty
of Parents t, provide for the moral 8s Well ag the physical requirements

their offspring. No man has a right to bring up his children in ignor-
b e and superstition. By doing 80, he not only wrongs his own family
o Society at large. Every man should endeavor to provide an ample
thpp])f of wholesome reading material fO!‘. his household—such as e!evape
the mind and Jift the soul to God. Children learn to read by being in
ine Presence of books. The love of k}lowledge is thus engendered and

Creased in the young mind ; and it 18 not only a powerful safeguard
aga-mSt Vice and temptation, but a stroug incentive to noble and good
8‘:t-ll)ns.

Ap
tha

Observant writer has wisely 52id: “It has long been my opinion
Oue of the chief ways of making home happy, thriving and useful
Obsle lnﬂ\lence, is to S'llpply it with bOOkS.and papers. Having cal-efully
hOml‘Ved and contrasted homes well furnished with reading matter, and
tiones Where literature is unknown, I find that intelligence, family affec-

0111’ ft, economy, business habits, and joyous home—loymg mark the
idle ®8 With books ; and bickering, Wastefulness, general ignorance, and

plea»S’.lre-seeking, characterize the others.”
v Another has added his testimony, derived from ripe experience, to the
to }‘:e of sound literature in his family. He says: “ My boys never had
oip, © 2round a store, or a grog-shop, Or a bar-room to learn what was
Nop O in the world ; consequently ﬁhey never learned to drmk grog
frujy 35te their time, Many is the bint we've got on stock raising, in
from, #1d vegetable culture, and many iS the poor bargain we've been saved
deg) making, by reading a good, respectable, law-upholding, honest-
Our l:}];g Paper.  'We took care as to the quality of our papers. We took
huyy, hllrch Papers, too, and then we knew what was being done by the
our o 304 where we'd better give when we had a little to spave; and
it “,numster did'nt have to talk himself hoarse explaining things which
Relyey OUr business to know ; we enjoyed the sermons more, and felt our-
'7ed up and more a part of the church for reading all about it ;

we&ritx}::asﬁl,ﬁldren had Sabbath reading, and did not find the day a



