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THE HOME CIRCLE.
THE LORD'S DAY AT HOME.

We have no need, in coiisidering Christian home-life, to argue the
84cled obligations of the Lord's day. The object of this chapter is to,

4hwhow this day Inay be, as good Philip Hlenry called it, "lthe queen
?the days, the peari of the week," to ail the inmates of the house; how
M lay be identified with the early lifè of childbood as a happy day; how
Ve chidren may be led to recognise

« 1The beauty of the Sabbath kept
With conscientious reverence, as a day
By the almighty Ljawgiver prononced
Holy and blest."

I. n order to this, the sacred obligations of the day must be faithf ully
1fli1tained.
The great moral power 'of the Sabbath, and its great charmi too, is in

the faet of its Divine institution. N~o arrangement of convenience, no
%»Pl'opriation. of a day to religious services by any legal enactment, could

Posbystand in stead of this Divine ordinance. The recollection that

%Idto Ilremember the Sabbath day, te keep it holy ; " the fact of the
1â18er of the day of rest and holy service to the first day of the week,

%, aY signalized by the résurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ frorn the
,ail combine to give to the observance of this day an interest that

d4 ay of human appointment, whatever charm of Ilhoar antiquity " it
tâg t have, could possibly possess. It is identified with our warmest

'istian. sympathies, with our loftiest Christian hopes.
Ai,1d it is a prime condition of Christian home-life, that the sacred

~hrater of the day should be fully and faithfully maintained. Laxity
.e will be sure te induce, if it does not indeed betray, laxness of reli-

~i15 principle altogether. The Lord's day mnust be to children, from
q5earliest period of consciousness, a day "Iholy of the Lord, honourable ;"

~ ared day, God's own day, to be regarded therefore, as distinct froin
Othei. days. Everything about the bouse, all the household and family

rangements, should show that it is held to be so by those who rule the
Not only the cessation of ordinary worldly toil on that day, but

euorcement of wise restrictions upon the behiaviour, the conversation,
gelea pursuits of the houshold, should accustom children te look

t[D0>" it as set apart for holy purposes, a day which, would be desecrated
Lthe ordinary pursuits of this life.
'1la involves, with regard te children, the exercise of an amount of
t'ailnt on their conversation and behaviour, which te some may seem

~traiessary and even cruel limitation of their childish liberty. This
g however,' wil, if wisely enforced, be not a source of evil, but of

~e~and we shail show presently how, even by means of this restraint,
'Y May be made not only a holy, but a happy day for children.


