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revaccination at the age of twelve had
neariy freed that country from smali-
pox. London was at this moment, in
common with the rest of' the UJnited
Kingdom, singularly frce lrom smali-
pox, in coniparison to other zymotic
diseases, for last year-1886- ouf. of
4,149,000 inhabi tan ts, tiiere wcro only
20 deaths from emali-pox, against 2,077
from measies, 685 from scarlet lever,
2,834 from whooping-cough), 6306 from
typhoid, and oniy 13 from typhus
fover. In Ireland no fewer than 2221-
029 persons died of' typhus fover be-
tween 1841 and 1851, combined with
typhoid.

A complete eystem of prevention for
tho infectious foyers included the isola-
tion of patients during iliness and con-
valescence, the isolation of snspected
persons until the period of incubation
was over, and the disinfection of cloth-
ing, beddîng, furniture, and contamin-
ated articles. Sir Thomnas Watson 's
bequest to the profesp-on in this matter
advised imnmedtiate notificaticm of al
cases of disease, instant isolation of the
infectcd person, disinfection of ciothesý
etc., and lastly, quarantine to keep out
disease a.t our ports. Quarantine had
long kept the plague out of Europe, the
yollow fever out of New York, and the
choiera out of our seaports. The ex-
tremedifficuityof preventing thespread
of 6carlatina was due to the tact that its
con tagiousness was greatest probably
at the end of six weeks or two months
after its invasion; and hence in Leices-
ter, where a very suc:cessf*ui effort had
been made to stamp out small-pox, the
effect on scarlet fever had been smail.
The treatment of such diseases in bos-
pitals, he hnd no donbt, if carried out
well, 'would cxtinguisb such diseases
entirely. In Leicester the working
classes aiiowed themseives te be sent
in famity parties to the isolattiov hos-

pitai without tl'o city, and were kept
thoro until a medicai certificate Was
given te them of frocdom from con-
tagrion.

The cattie piague was a good example
of'the ivav in which such fiwers were
ailowed to spread, se long as medical,
men had not made up their minds wvhat
to do. The moment that it wvas agrced
te isolato the infectod animais in that
disoase, whicii was done suriiy by
dcstreying them, the disease was at
once stamped out; and smali-pox might
in like manner be stamped out in six
inonths in the United Kingdom. The
isolation of ail patients with such fýver&
shouid ho compulsory both for rich
and poor, because otherwiso it would
not ho observed. Small-pox, typhus
and typhoid fever, dîphtherîa and
scarlet lever should ail be isolated in
such hospitals, and, of course, choiera
and plague and yellow fover. Wben
the patients were removed to the isola-
tion hospital their homes could at once
be disinfected by somne capable sanitary
authority at the publie expense. The
flooding oi the drains in epidemics,
of typhoid and Asiatic choiera with'
somo disinfbctant or germicide wvas of
great importance3. Eoth the house-
holders and the practitioncrs in charge
of the case should be required to sond
in a notice of' the existence of' a case
of infectious fever. WVith regard to,
the prevention of syphilis, which
caused so xnany disenses and se many
deaths among ai civiiized countries,
it had been found that the Acts which
were used for the put-pose of extin-
guishing syphilis 'were inadequate, ho-
cause they oniy applied te, women and
left men free. The botter plan would
be to, punish ail personb who, infected
their neighbours with such contagion
with'either fine or imprisonment, ac-
cording as the contagion was spread
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