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BIRDS IN THE SNOW.

! gy, 5 "aai 5 : "o dead man ! 1] Kezish to'd bim 10 g0 to
, yet he felt a dull sense of sumettung #aid as how he'd be here long afore me, but 2 dead man ™ 1) ezi 0 .

{ dreadfall being near. Rob sang, and raced | 1 +truck aside to take some Looks #nd oy es) bed for an old fool, which at Jast reluctant-

! and shouted, aad played at his pleasure, | and thread to Dame Carew asshe'd ordered| 1y o did.

BT OTIDA. the terrible suow storm Lad no tenors for jof me, and so we part d company ; and 1; ~ The waman sas over the firo, and sipped
‘bim. slep” at Carew's hut and como or in the| 8piced wino, and told each other horrible
- ¢ Tt 33 paesing strange,” smd Kezint Ixun.ning. Lord rave us! Les n o2t mani"f tales, & thing their fathers and forcfathers

The day wore on slowly, a snowy,blox : apzlously, and hoew uut what 1o do, fur g

In the bustle and vutery thas succoeded, bad done or ¢howa. with many a ““He seys,

ing, boistcrous day, dark and dreary., was ot weatler to send mua ar beast over ( oo vue guticed the children for a few mo-; 88Y8 be.” occurring in their narative.

When twilight fcll the viear h.
back.

"

“‘There’s reason in rozsung ezgs,

thought Keziah. I must let "em out now,, weil at Tamnlogh'a great bais., Le atways

V11 tell him as they've beea in alt day, And | iated a ** fuss.”
he kncws as me ain't & ons {o fib.” She did not know what to do.
So sho let them out. Rob rushed with

not comt:l the moor, and the viear mught only scold o { ments, ull Rob sbirgeked out.
Isl:e did send, supposing hie was eafe aud | !

But_at twalight, ar rather just as the,

cZiah sal up by the bedside ol Ray and

** Ravdic's dend, tou! IRob + Rob slept, but Rwy lsy wido awake,

It was then avca that hay bad fauted. and ever and acain he rhivcred and moan-

: In a little whi ¢ be was brought 1’0\:1'1(1.!“d - *'Papa wouldu't lelp the birds, he
j and opened his cyes bew;ldereals. 'wquldu t, nnd I koow God was angry.’

Fathes wouldut help the irds,” ke ‘The long night wore sway, tbe winds

a howtod and shoat down the paszago, Ray , black day ®as sucrging intv shey et vlacker y urmured, and shuudered sod wept. ,nover ceasing to liow), ihe anow ouver oeas

ceme with a slow step, wondering il letling | night aud the mvunds of sanow were nnng )
thm out would get bis nursc into trouble. ; higher aod Ligher agamst windons and j ders 1ban shie feit 1t nght for_one Juney

) . . . i ing 16 fall. At daylireak the mon returned,
Kezialh, wih more gnei oo Lier shoai 'b-%ingloundnothma. Thoy oaid they had

“Masier 8 rare Jate,” 8aid the man who, duor, there came a pwr old pedaler who | woman to have w beas, carned Bay op to searchod all ihs mooz for eight mil. s, but
d4id odd jobs. “M'happen bo'll sleep at|lad strozpled thiough the siorm with i g Jus btile bed, and bidoiug lim oot 1o fret, in real truth, though thoy did not kauw it,

aquire’s?” i pack oo his back and was half frozen. and | #0,
**Ay, I ehonldnt wonder that be do,”| becged shelter.
aogwered Eezinh.

The squire's was the biggest house at
Tamslelgh, the village swhero the furze
catter, Jub Btevens, lay on his dcath-bed.

“Sure, he's atayiog at aquirc’s, 2ul
more vateral thing than what be often do,”

A5t alint 10 shutters,’ana towa toe oad
man that he bad better sleep upon the
Premiscs, 88 MAMUT Was nway,

No one felt anxious. Thovicar had gone,
to.Tamslcigh. and sceiog how bitter and,
wild tbe day was, Lad s1a:d o sleep at Ins
old friend’s. \What more likcly ?

Tho children had a merry time while the
snow fcll and the winds blew  Kezinh was
a merry 204l by nature, a. d had ail kinds
of funny stotics, and, saying 1 was next
but ono to Christmas dar, roested apples;
for them and s:uck the apples full of cluves
aod set them babbing in a buwl of curmant
winc in the clil game tuat Ben Johoson
siugs of in his carol.

13 was qaite late—quite 8 o'clock ~when
ths clildreu went 10 bed.

“And, please Gud tale care of the birds
out in tho snaw.  Amen,” said Ray at the
cloec of his bedside prayerx.

“*Amen,” said Rol, winking and sloepy.

No one was anxtous at all that nig. 3,bat
when ihe moraing came, and the noon
passed, and the iz father had oot returned,,

20 alarm sp itaclf from tho scrvacta to
tho children.
The weatlier had beoome terrible. The

soow fell purpetanliy,tlic aic was vers dak |
and the winds very roagh, ~uch a day bal |
not been soon in Devon for.over twents
years; snd away whero the sca wax, ships
and Larks wore tomsing in the soow atorm
insmeyonil

* Tvbeve can the master be ™ remarked
Rezialiin

cburvh servioe 1 b3 filght then ke askaed for the vicar, and
The parish was & very acatierad cnc. &) whay be heard that as 301 tac mantes of tae
few farma, A fcw cottages, with miles be  house was wot al hoae Le g apon lis
tween each. spread ovet the mooilaad. and ,ngimi--ﬂ- thongh his imds fore ad sl as
about the vicarace and charch itself there ja'statut= s nab rheumatiem.
were only a few pootr houses, the ooly | But 1 paesd his reserzace vestendag
heuse of uay importance maa tho squire s, | eve coming con home abuise Taanduish, he
oter at Tamsleigh. The few people, 1A;t-,abomo!. The Lonl saee unl tae Iand
aves, who dd livo neat, came—~dropmng inysavous. Sare ac I e a liviog acui, hes
aythe short day won itsell on, and each|lost on the monr,”
had soma datker sugmoetion, some ghoatller ;  The fow aezibias alic were gatuered in
Temcmbrance than 1he 1ast 10 offct In <on- | the kit=1xn screamed aloud, and the il
exation. dren listening grew pale.
Ray stocl listealng with big startled Art sure ‘twas master?” cauld heaah
eyes.” H. was happy because his nurso{ *Lord bLeows ae, I b surc.” reieried
dgiven bim & sieve full of grain fort ofthe peidier. ** Hegev inc good even’, nod

CREVECETURS.
great paeplexity. It wovld be, They bad lum in and &t Lim on the cGons
impossille 0 stay at the aquire’s at Tams-  ncs cosuci, apd gave bum muiled wose and
Teigh, for tho morruw was Christinas day | the promise of 2 bed. Lut scarce had he
aud there would the church bo without ita, csmic to Jus full scnses ant of Lis cvld a2d

because thee was always hope, mnl“'°y Ind scarcely b-en a mile from home,
for|

down slairs, stormed at the peddler having only gone rousd and roond in a

Howas 2 man well known in the district, | baving been such a fool as ta apeak so bo-ldfcleo not s-cing where they were in the

darkuess  Tho momir;; broke gray and

dreary ; the goow still fcll, but the winds
jdropped.  Kceziab chiose the youngest and
' etrangest of the men, 2ad bade him strive
i 8o get across to Tamsleigh, 1t was hard to
do, and ap #rrand of dasger, for the paths
- were All oDLICratod, DA COmMUDICAIUD D!
every kind stopped : but tho man was a
bold young fellow and promised to do his
best.” ¢ Thouga 2s for that,” be matdered,
) his reveren. ¢ is & doad man if hescut all
j1bis freezin’ night.”  Tle other men went
up to the church tower and st the bells
tolling, tho wind had fallen, and it was
possiblo that in the more distant houses
thoy might bs heard and some he.p or some
news come.

It was pow 11 o'clock inthe mornisg, the
bour at which the service of L instmas day
should hiave begun. The :horch wasa
little. dark. dismal place, here and tnere it
had been brightened with a bit of bolly ora
bough of Leai-berry tree, the vicar did nat
approve of such follies, ana there waslitile
done to relicvo the baro stone wiil-. the
syuare box of a pulpt, thetio, chancdd, d:v-

Imal and dark a<adungeon ~ As tho wea
s ther eleared a Jittleo tha worsen dropped 1o,
, in their red cloaks. and msde a glow in the
ydatknee , but they did not stay, for ihe
1church was vory cold, and it secmed m.ro
.cold and L ble batiog no prayer these vn
| Christs mom, aod thic pastor, maybe
: ':mfn }dca(} n som% s:xov;dni[g
= - { the vicarage Keziah tricd in wain to
:rcul the motag, ferv.ce w the chiliren by
.the hachen fire. hrs voco faltucd and
,their attention wandered,  Tucy were atl
. grave and frighiten: d, even the iwin bavies,
{and Ray saiin the window szat with his
j facc pressed agzinst the, glass, gaite silent.
, e tie chiliren, aud then took counscd: Thelu kR of ic boy frighteacd hus aurse
- with Lt acighters as to what was best 30 jalMust @ware wad s buss of her master,
do, **Ho do takc things to heattso,” she
. The men volunicricd to go ot inacarch, { #3id to hersf, with a'sigh,
, but there were unly four or fise of them.y It was of no we to try and read; she
and iwo of them werc very old. Sull, « udyclosed the tag biack prayer-bock, and le3
ey went wath aheas homs, lantcrrs, aod ) the slaned pasishivoci~comean.  Some of
e prk-anes, atl the ek fathiog snow them lad plodded aisny aules over dio
scen lizd them fiom view. J$n0% nut to misa the blaxsing of the Chrst-
Thes thougbtof gring ap to the church | mas prayci, and they fuand the church
womer asd nngig the (xn befls that wm,\‘ml-lf and tho vicat sbasnt,  AH weresuro
therr Lt they neflecied that it woald boof y that fic wax dead—suret get, when a man,
a0 usc. beonase the wind was so high that jat giost sk (o bimscl, came oves fram
the bells could havo no chance of being | Taneltigh great Lowse Lo say the squire
conard. Sodhe mon weat cut ax beat they | Lusicd that i cvvucuce biad rrachied home
eviid in the wild mght, and their frighten- | $afely. .
vl women #at for tho mast part in the| *° f"ﬂn‘&.l 1 yo truth ye uvntulievin®
koo hien of the viearage, aking a sirange; Jesa ¥ said d e pedidicr, sho enjored b,
and tesnibio pleasura 1o heaninx the prdaler y ¢®0 imperience &8 a ahares in this ienible
cry & hundred times, “Lord save us! he's bisty.




