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TO MEET BIG STORE PRICES.
SMALL RETAIL STORES OP CHICAGO wILL IVY JOINTLY AND

HO.D IIARtCAIN DAY SALES SAME AS

DEPARTIENT STORES.

T HE small retail dealers who comprise the nembership of the
Cook County Business Men's Association are going to figlit the

department store with department store weapons, viz., low prices,
bargain days, and sales in the different branches of trade.

The fight against the big stores bas been carried on more or
less vigorously now for nearly two years, and, although something
bas been accomplished, it has not be.en enough to disturb the
department store people to any extent, and the smala dealers have
been planning and schemng for new and more effective ways of
carrying on the struggle. This latest result of their planning
bas been made public this week, and certainly appeals to the
people in a more practical way than anything that has heretofore
been suggested. The leaders in the anti.dapartment store crusade
have learned that as long as the big stores sel( goods a few cents
cheaper than the smaller concerns they will have the support of the
people, and all that can be said about grasping capitalists, unfair
competition, fake advertising, etc., bas little weight. The small
dealers who are members of the Cook County Business Men's Asso.
ciation have decided, therefore, to meet the department stores on
their own grounds, and commencing very soon wili, by combining
their interests. place full page advertisements in the daily papers,
and sell goods at prices which the big stores cannot cut under. The
plan is believed to be a feasible one. The officers of the associa-
tion are working enthusiastically to perfect it. and believe it will go
a long way towards the solution of the vexed problem. lieretofore
they have been trying to work largely on the sympathy ofthe public;
now they are going to appeal to its pocketbook.

The association is thoroughly organized for political work in ail
thewards of the city and throughout the state, and their plans for
legal remedy will by no means be abandoned. By this new depar-
turc it is expected that the opposition to the movement from the
people will be removed. The association will have buyers, just as
the department stores do, who will be on the lookout for bankrupt
stocks and any bargains that will help make the "I bargain days "
attractive. Goods will thus be bought, distributed among the
different stores, and preceding the day set for the sale extensively
advertised in the papers.

C. F. Gelmann, president of tht association. said: I It is truc
that we have a plan to undersell the department stores, and that
it will be put into execution very soon. It will be announced
in an advertising way before the first bangain day, so that the
people will thoroughly understand it. The measure will be a
startling innovation, and I am sure it will be a great boon to tht
retail store trade. Besides that, it will induce every retail dealer
in the city to join the association. and the more members we have
the cheaper our buyers can purchase. and the cheaper we can sell.
The association also intends to advertise its sale days as extens-
ively as the department stores have been dolng, and the first list
of articles and prices which we shall give will show that we mean
business. The plan is certainly practicable, and will remove the
last argument in favor of the department store plan."-Chicago
D.G. Reporter.

HILTON, HUGHES & CO. WILL PAY.

The dry goods firal of Hilton, Hughes & Co., New York, which
faiiled in 1893, notifitd its smaller creditors Nov. 30 that their
claims will be paid in fu2 on presentation. The larger claims, it is
said, have almost ail been bought up by Judge Henry Hilton, on a
basis of go per cent, cash. Liabilities were Sa,aooooo.

TO BUY
RIGH

Buy from the Largest and Best
Manufacturers . . . . . .

School Books
are the Publishers of Schiool Books. and kecp in stock lie

publications of aIl oliter piutb2titers. We supply ail Schoul
Ilooksat fihc publisichrs best priccs and discounts.

School Blanks
Our series of Ehcrcises. Composition. Note. Scribbng and
lractice Blooks is the handioniest antd greactst range of sucih

biooksr producedI by any house in Ainerica. rie vatues are
absolutely uneqaeiid

Blank Books
Wc make everv kind, from tli cheapest Miemio. or Pass Books
Io File I.rather Pockct Books, and fron tlie lowest grade
Cotunter Ililoters to full bound liank Ledgers.

Envelopes
Wc manufacture all si.-es aind qualiics of Entvelopes. irom the
cietaiet Circilar to tu lrgcet Officialn1.mtpes, and make
nny special site rcquircd.

Writing Tablets
Our line of Pais ani Tablets % tlime largest and mosi varied turned
out by any house mn Ca.nada. Our enrmous saes prove this.

Writing Papers
Wc rule and put ttp our uwn Noc. I.cuter and Foolscap 'apers.
and as wc iandle tc output of one uf lie largesi papier mais in
tlc country wc sc1i themn at miii prces.

Stationers' Sundries
Our stock of Stationers' Suindrics of al kinds is wcIl assortid and
vCry copli)llee

Mail Orders
Orders sent tus by mail recae specal attention. Guods are carc-
fuliy selcetcd by compeaent salcsmcn and chargrd at the lowest
market prices. WC execule tem nas satisfactonly as if you per-
sonally sleciced hic goods.

Samples, Catalogues or Quotations promaptly sent on application.

TE J. GAGE CoaLIMITED
PubllHers, Wholcaale and Manufacteuring

Stationers,

52 and 54 Front St. West,

u% TORONTO, ONT.
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