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whon considered in tho connaxion in which thoy‘ he would aay, that by not acceptin,; wages from ! from taking his portion of tho cammon lot of
ogeur in tho epistle from which tho text is taken. # + them a8 from others ho had wronged them. ‘man, aud secks 10 cat his bread by tho sweat
1t i opplicd o illustraty tho Apostle's rulo ns to L8 fand mareover was a liberal one, for the * of other men‘s brows,  Or we may pity with good
tho payment of presbyters. “Let tho eldars offerings of christinns at first were large, theugh - yeagon him, who by physical or mental inability,
tbat Tule well, 4 enys the Apustle,” bo counted the amount contributed was optiounl, at 'lon'«l 1o by sickness or infirmity, is thrown on the good
worthy of doublo honour;” that is ns it probably “OMe catent. - I fuct tho way in which the oftices of lis fellow men, being deprived in God's
means, be counted worthy of double, pay, v for Breater part of it was raised is mentioned, for it providenco of the privilego of doing netive good to
honouring more often means, honouring with the ‘703 to conuist of offerings on tho s first duy of man, or engaging in nctive service of God.  But
substance 1n the New Testament, than auy thing 1 week ns God had prospered them,” (1 Cor xvi 5o such feclings can pply to n case liko this, It
clse. And tho next verse, **for the Scripture =) the proportion which they wero expected 1o s o thing monstrous aud unhicard of, that he who
asith, thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth - Soutribute being probably ono tenth of thoir works, shiall not eat; that he who labours, ghall
out tho corn, and tho Inbourer is worthy of his worldly gain, _Morcover, spesinl collections were not havo his wages; that those who arg for
roward,” shows that the referenco is not fo- mmlc‘ou.specmloccnslous.nswhenthg Macedaninn  Chriat’s sake the servants and winisters of lis
respect or good esteem merely, but to pecuniary - and Corinthiau Clinrchies seut o contribution to the  people should not from those peoplo receivo the
recompence of work. . clinstians of Judwa during the fuming which had - wages that aro their due.  There cun bo no doubt,
You will remember how our Lord in rebuking Yot foretald by Agabus, as it is written in the o hesitation about the matter, but the question
the P’harisces for their want of filial affection, made ! Ac};«;, St. Paul '""}" {ncationing the wbscription - would scem to bo **how is the requisite provision
the commandment to * Aonotr thy father and thy+ 10 ¥ Cor. viii, Porhaps then as now collections' to bo made™? Tho state of the caso is summed
motbier* include the support of them when aged - 7ero made for special funds on special dnys.' up in fow words, tho work is great, tho labourers
aud infirm.  And thero is hardly ono place if thero  Lerhapstho Widows' fund, and the Clergy fund, and " are fow, the recompenc in general wiserably in-
Lo one in tho New Testament whero Aonouring does - tho fuud for M'lss:onnry purposes yere made the suﬂjcxent. 1 could toll you of youngmen scarcoly
not carry with 1¢ tho notion of peouniory beuefit. « Oects of special appeal.  But in whatever pro-  arrived at tho age atwhick in the Primitive Church
Obsersc 00 ono passago of scripture, n fow veracs' portions it was raiscd the general fund was lnrge they could havo been chgiblo for tho sacred offico ;
bofore, where, whea preseribing what widows v hud tho pay of the c’"g){ ample, as appenars from  old men in constitution, broken in health and
should bo cligible to o sharein the Church's fund, ' {00 oft mentioned requisito of n minister that ho spirit, by the combined operation of over work
tho Apostle uscs n similar oxpressiun, Aononr - 08 **notgroedy of filthy Jucre,” (1 Tim i, 8,)and 'and tho next thing to absolute penury. T could
widows that nro widows iudeed,” that is, lot theip: 1ho caution against tho conduct of those who tell of the backwoods missionary, with nino con-
allowauco bo liberal.  Thoso who havo used hos- « €tered from corrupt motives into tho ministry gregations under his solo charge, even during his
pitality, thoso who have ministered to saints, and ‘l(’)'&'l'.“"g to make a *gain,” (1 Tim. vi, 6) of dinconate, only twa of thom mecting for worship
thoso who fulilling these conditions havo no 80incss. within fiftecon miles ot whore ko lived, travelling
sons or near conuexions to undertake their sup- - Now, my brethren, 1 havo Lrought forward uight and day, through winter and summer, to
port, thosc when of propor age wero to be ad- these particulars, which you will observo rather preach to tho scattered sheep in tho wilderness,
mitted into tho list of tho Cliurch’s pensioners: afford proof that n system oxisted, than ennblo us and bappy at leest, in this, that though bis powers
and to bo liberally provided for, and in this way to follow it iuto cxact details, not beeause they * wero miscrably overtasked, yet the possession of
honourcd. 1 incution these points not merely ¥¢ the only proofs that in carly times the church the pittance which the Church Socicty could
beenuse they are matters of curiosity or informn- had a fund out of which the various charitable afford him cnsured him at least dmly bread. I
tion, or mero critical niceties of no practical and necessary expenses wero paid, and distribu- could tell you of cases m which the services whick
valuo, for you will scc how close a bearing they tion made to tho necessities of saints, for in fuct, had been performed freely for tho lovo of Christ,
have on the subject on which I am apeaking now - carly bistory will teach the samo with moro clear- had to be discontinued, becauso though the la-
Thoy show that there was oven from the carliest a1°33 npd distinctness, Bqt[ think itis wellfor us bourer received no hire himself, and would bavo
times n definite organization, a central fund; that - notice that we bavescripture warrant that such  worked without any, he could not afford tho bur-
from this fund widows wero pensioned and clergy an erganization did cx.lst. and that wo are ot by den which the necessary means of conveyance
poid, and other expenses of missionaries or mes- UF cllorts now departiog from the Apostolic nie- entailed upon Aum, tho people being unable or
songers doubtless defrayed  And though the thod. Aund thm{ when wo remark ou St Paul's ' unwilling to pay even for tho keep of n}lorsc. 1
epistics ov letters which have come down to us order that tho hldcn.z wl!o rulo well, bo counted could teil farther of one endeared to his people,
from tho Aposties’ times are but few and veritten wortlgy of double, which is probably & way of ex- by tho patient and dihgent performauce of his
with other objects than to explain these points to- pressing liberal pay, (au expression dcx:ived from duty, who by lis cfforts built chiurchies in his
later generations, yet they by incidental allusions, the fact that tho first-born werc originally the mission, and aiding the ercction ol: those churchys
which are specially valuable, afford o good deal” pricsts of the family, and z_hat tho_y had & double Ly scanty means of his own, which he could .xll
of informntion s to tho fact that in the Apostiey’ portion, ) we sco liow well it npphgs to the text atford to spare, was dniven to the greatest straits
tiro thoro was onler aud methud, amt systematic - hich immediately follows, and is a comment by thoinalility of the people to do more while the
arrangenient of the funds and expenditure  Thus, thereon, * the labourer is worthy of his reward.” ' churches were being built ; and, who having been
observe how St. Paul in tho epistles to the Co- - It may perhaps be asked why if no more minuto * soved from starvation by o small allowanco of the
rinthians indireetly tells us the same. Ho had: Jetails of the system of tho enrly ohurch are Church Socicty, had to leave his work in two
with a desiro fo relieve this fund in the Corinthian ' KNOWh from Scripture, wo have dwelt on those 'short years, his health gone, and with small
Church, avoided taking wages of thew, though he- md'w‘w:ls of & system tobe traced in thoinspired chance of his ever even partially recovering it, I
Dbad dono 20 from other churches, and bad wrought - PA8" Perhaps we may x}d\'amagoously derive could tefl perhaps, did titno permit, and were I not
with Lis hands (ns we read in Acts, 18,) with: glus le:sson, that tl}ough in its gencral features it speaking from my own koowledge, of cases more
Aquila nnd Priscilla, his occupation being that of - I3 advisable and right to go upon the Apogt.ohcnl "distressiog than these.  But I forbear, begging
a tent mnker Some of bis cuemics wislung to- model, yet the particulars of the system will vary ' you only to recollect that such eases must
depreciato him and make bim contrast upfavour- » With tho age and circumstances of the Church " infallibly occur in & country like this, with so
“b{;. with others, objected that one who took uono« There were, doubtless, many provisions mado - scattered and poor a population, unless some
of the chureh’s wagos was not the church’s ser Jj then, with refevenco to tho customs and ways of  contral system act upon the outposts; that unless
vant, that ho could have no claim to boan Apostle, fecling of eastern Christinus, which would be un- || there be some vigorous pulsation of . the heert,
for that if 80 o would draw his support from tho‘ nccessary or superfluous now, and we aguin rc-' the circulation of tho stream of life to the
church’sfund. Tho Apostle, therefore, in explain- {+ quire prowvision to be made for our condition and oxtremities must stagnate and cease; and fur-
ing his rcasons for waiving his claim, takes care |} circumstances, which would have been unmesning } ther, which is a point by no meaus to be neglec-
to shiew that ho was foregoing n righs « I only and in earlier times. DBut t}xcro can be no doubt that ,l ted, that those who most need the Gos.peg teack-
Barnabas,” (1 Cor. iv. 6,) aro wo tho only ones who || noW a3 then it is most important that wo should ing, those most remote from its sanctifying and
have power to forbear working with our hands, work by o aystem, and that the groundwork ofi humanizing influcnces, are those who aro least
wo havo o right to tho regular pay as well as! that system should be in the words of tho text, ;'ab)c to provide the meaus of grace, aud oven if
others. And in vindicating his claim to thol ¢ The Iaborer is worthy of his reward.” 1Itison 'they were ablo, f;o;n ignorance of their value,
Apostolio office he besceches them in verms which ! this ground that we can boldly cliallenge contri- 'would bo least willing to do so, for now as of
under an jrony convey the severest rebuke, that | butions for the fund for the sustentation of the old is it true, *low cau they believo on
if this wero all they had against him they would clergy. Itisa false modesty wluc)s woukl slmg-k 1 1lim of whom thoy have not hieard, and how can
“ forgivo bim this twrong,” (2 Cor. xii. 13,) n3 ifll from pressing o claim like this. We may despise  they hear without & preacher, and how can they
f— i ono who askg altns because ho will not work, and  preach excopt thoy be seat,” But my brethren

¢ For hls view of the text quoted here, and roveral other i justly 5o, “for in the sweat of his brow man ' there is anotler sido of the question whick the
2},‘;’:,‘,“?":;’,;&':&:1";? Thent of the funds In tho catly jis to eat bread,” and he is guilty of unmanly, ;toxt suggests. Ifthere be no hiro, thero will be
Glat. ' "00 less thau unchristian conduct, who shiuksjuo labourer: if the hire be small, the quality of




