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gaged with the Bishop in maturing plans for replenish.
ing the treasury and for efficient aggressivo work, which
will be presented to the Board in Maroh, and then given
to tho Dicoese.

The Bishop has furnished to Dr. Van Ingen the fol-
lowing :

My pear DR, Van InceN :  You are at liborty to show
the enclosod to any who may havo a desire to know more
abous your appointed work.

Burraro, Jan. 16th, 1875,

Trstorontan : Tho Diocesan Board of Missions has
appoiuted the Rev. Dr. Van Ingon a Missionary-in-
oh 6¢, uader tho convi:tion that sundry pocr and needy
stitions can only be reached by tho iustrnmentality of
such an officer, economizing thy labor of other clergy,
as kind auxiliaries. All fel that the plan is ono of di-
rect evangalization, and shoull be tried.

[Signed] A. Creveraxp Coxe,
Bishop of Western New York.

WISCONSIN,
Correspondence of The Ohurch Journal and Messenger.

Wno wint Heve THE Wimow's Son 2—To the Church
at 1irge I send tbis appenl, feeling satisfied that the Holy
Spirit will move the hearts of many who can *“give of
their sbundance * to advance the work of the Lord, At
‘the late fire at Racine, a worthy young man, one of much
talent and promise, lost all his worldly goods, A friend
writes me that ‘* I am afraid he will not be ablo to go on
with his college course.” I sincerely hope that this will
not be tho end of all for which that patient mother has
striven, and for which the young man himself has worked
with his own hands, Ho toiled hard during the day to
gain enongh money to take him to Racine, and now all
that he has 18 gone, Ifis whole life, and that of bis wid-
owed mother, have centred upon his entering tho minis-
try of the Ohmrch, and now in his need I appeal to the
Ohurch in his behnlt, bat without his knowledge. Who
will help him ? Commuuications and remittances sent
to the Rev. W. 8. Speirs, Rector, Christ church, Ottawa,
Til, will be duly acknowledged and applied to his relief,

Mgein8. EDITORS ; Some of your roaders will, no doubt,
sympathize with Racine College in its calamity, and express
thelr sympathy by helping to rebuild what is destroyed,

But I wish to add a word about the Iibrary. 1t was ono
of tho best, though a smsll one, in the Northwest, and
wag well used. For beside fivo or six hundred volumes
yearly taken out, you would almost always find a littlo
cirole of studlous young men busy consulting it on work-
day evenings. And 1o one who knows tho widespread in-
fluence ot destructive moral, social, and political principlos
in the West, to say nothing of general culture, but must
feel that the Church and Nation in this quarter sustain a
very special loss. ’

Is there no one who, it he cannot do more, will send some
contribution for a restoration of the Library ? Each small
sum may enable us to purchase some work which will prove
a permanent benefit to this part of the land. Perhaps you
would not object to recelve donations on our behalf. I am
glad to say that the Leonard Scott Publishing Co., and the
proprietors of the Nation, begin the good work. Who will
follow their example ?

JouN J. ELMENDORF, Librarian.

Racine Co'lege, Feb, 15, 1875,

To the Friends of Christian Education :

On the morning of Thursday, Feb, 4th, Taylor Hall, the
building used for Oollege Students, at Racine College, was
burned, .

‘We are thankful to know that the accident resulted from
no carelessnees:on the part of elther officers, students, or
servants.

1t may not be wrong to add that nothing could have been
more admirable than the behavior of the students on this

trying .occasion, and that, though the fire began at about
five in tho morning, prayers of thanksgiving were said in
the chapel at the accustomed hour, and the work of the
Grammar S8chool went on as usual at 9 A. M.

The bullding oost nearly $40,000, and was insured for

$20,000,

A3 the.walls are standing and in tolerable order, it 1s hop-
en that the insurance money may be sufficient for the resto-
ra’lon of the building.

The Luilding, however, contained the College Library—a
v>iluable one,—the Scientific Apparatus, and, of course, a
great deal of turniture belonging to the Institution.

Without oonsidering tlie -personal losses of the officers
and the students, it 18 estimated that the College has lost
over and abo—e the insurance, $15,000,

‘We are anxious to restore this loss, and if possible pro-
oure funds for a building for recitation rooms and a labora-
tory, and alio to obtuin a sufflcient supply of water from
the lake; that from the. dlsaster we.may rise to a larger
anil more extended labor for the cause of Christian Educa-
tlon. We a-k for $50,000.

The reasons upon which we base our appeal are :

1. 1hat Racine College is the only Church College proper,
in actual operation, west of Kenyon College at Gambier,

2. That for more then fifteen years wo have been laboring
with success and the evident marks of God's blossing,

8. That the College is aelf-cufportlng, and onlyneeds help
fo~ new buildings, and to enable it, it possible, to extend its
bléssings to a larger number at a cheaper rate. ’

4, Beoause It has pleased God to send upon us this great
affiiction, which we are sure will move the hearts of God's

posp:e.

- 7 Doastions, either in ocash or in negotiable r, can be
mt t.gv t‘:o Bev, James DoKoven, D.lgi‘.olholne?. cgflege, Ra-
0, ‘ .

Higaned for the Trustees and Board of Fellows,

. - Jaxms DxKoven,
Warden of Raclo» “allege,
Foh. 0th, 18564 .

GOSPEL MESSENGER,

NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 25, 1875,

THE QUESTION BLEFORE THE COMMITTEES.

Our table is heaped with papers about the Illinois Elec-
tion. 'We must decline to publish them,

The situation is very thoroughly understood, Tt is
impossibio that the Standing Committees and Bishops
domnot fully appreciato tho entire change of base—the
full menning of tho New Departure—which tbe confirma-
tion of the Eleet of Illinois would be.

Tho ovil that the proposal in the threshold is doing, is
plainly seen from the Chicago papers, which repert ser-
mons for and against the Bishop Elect, and show pulpit
already thundering against pulpit, and altar frowning
against altar, and a people distracted and disturbed.

The unwisdom of the step, is visible to all outside the
heated ntmosphere of the Diocese, and it would certainly
be no kindness to the Elect, or to the Diocese, especially
if it be in the wretched condition reported in Dr, Locke’s
sermon, to force the one upon the other. Illinois ap-
pears to be in the condition of a fractious child, who
ought to bo saved from its own passion,

In the Remonstrance issued by the Minority, ground
is takon, and apparently with reason, that the Elcction
was unconstitutionsl and uncanonical. Wo are sorry for
this. We wish there had been no question of the sort to
distract the decision,

‘What is wanted is an act which shall be significan/. We
have no courts to try for false doctrine, whose moral
weight is of any account. One Diocese has condemned
what in another Diocese is folerated. No Diocesan
Court can, on a question of doctrine, speak the mind of
the Thurch. We see that the Standing Committee of
Maryland has presented for trial two clergymen for pray-
ing for the dead. They may be punished or not. They
would be punished in some dioceses ; acquitted, if tried at
all, in others. No diocesan court can bind the Church
to its sentiment, although its finding is final for the ac-
cused, and if degraded there is no revision. Meanwhile
the Elect of (linois i an advocate of Prayers for the
Dead !

Our judiciary system being so vague, it remains that
the only means for arriving at the Church’s view on doc-
trine, is by some aot of the legislative or executive de-
partments. The General Convention can speak for the
whole Church, as it did last Fall in the Ritusl Canon,
and the non-confirmation of Dr. Seymour. And the
Standing Committees can speak now. They are asked to
speak, If they confirm the Elect of Illinois, they will
have reversed the action of the Goneral Convention, and
repecled the Canon on Ritual. There is nothing less
‘than this asked of them, and the expectation is that they
can be frightened, bullied, or manipulated into doing it.
Under the guise of a perfunctory act, they are expected
to reverse the dccision of the Church. That their con-
sent would be teken outside and inside the Church as an
abandonment of the position, a triumph for the Ex-
tremists, a surrender to pseudo-Catholicism, every intel-
ligent man in the land understands, and every intelligent
press is pointing out.

Since the case stands so, we are sorry it is complicated
with questions of canonicity and constitutionality. We
should Jike to have it decided upon its meriis. The in-
terest in it is intenso, in and out of the Church, and it is
a pity the bald aud naked question does not stand with-
out complication, that there may be no doubt of the
meaning of the answer,

As far as the candidate is concerned, as we have shown,
there is happily no doubt. He avows practices, and de-
fendsin all ways, frankly and publicly, what it would have
prevented his ordination to the diaconate, to avow, prac-
tice and defend ; what, we venture to say, would prevenrt
examiners in any Diocese in the Church from passing

-any candidate for Diaconate or Priesthood, to avow or

defend. Indeed we are bhold to say no Bishop in the
Church to-day would take the responsibility of ordaining
any man who avowed that he would teach and practice
Eucharistic Adoration, Sacramental Confession, Invoca-
tion of Saints, and Prayers for the Dead !

The Standing.Commitices axe coolly asked to sign the
papers for the Episcopate where they would not sign for
the Diaconate, and the Bishops to consecrate to the Epis-
oopate where they would not ordain to the Priesthood !

In short the Standing Committees are asked to change
the doctrine of the Church, not legislatively, not judi-
oislly, not by canon, rubric, or Constitution, but by
the perfunctory signing of a set of papers which Illinois
sells them they have no business not to sign,

1t is impossible that the Committees do not understand

all this, we say; and that a revolution will have taken

'place in Church doctrine, radical and vital, whoen the
Elect of Illinois is consecrated. Thoe Church will be one
thing the day before, and quite aunother the day after.
Aud knowing, and seeing this, we have not the slightest
idea that they will do anything so blindly rash and
ruinous,

But if they do not understand all this alféady, they
never will, There is no use of confusing the discussion
by side-issucs. We shall not burden our columns with
the Illinois proclameation to the Standing Commitices,
nor with a dozen ready roplies Yo it at hand. To reply to
it, is very easy, and it is impossible any Standing Commit-

tee with auy seli-rerpect should treat it otherwise than it
deserves,

It is Lont, and we can all pray over this business. The
angry clash of axms from the prairies must not drown all
other voices, The Church has her own solemn duty in
this the gravest crisis in her history, and we have faith
enough in ler to believe it will be done without fear or
favor, and the calm voice of their Mother will silence the
angry and undignifled clamor of Chieago pulpits.

The sad picture of the condition of the Church in the
fourth State of the Union, painted by the Rev. Dr. Locko
in his Sermon on the clection, would seem to call for
something other than passionate seolding or passionate
boasting or foolish flattery. “There is nothing sadder
than the picture, unless it bo the way jn which the blame
for it is angrily cast upon brethren,

What a grievous pity that there had not been unity
and brotherly love, and mutual yiclding, that the record
of the present might be changed for a promising, grow-
ing fature! What a pity that petulant anger and undig-
nified indignation should have contrived to keep open,
and even widen, the breach, and continue indefinitely the
causes of weakness !

The great Church now called to act, may be trusted to
aob wisely and calmly, and do better for the Diocese
than it can do for itself.

LAY RESPONSIBILITY.

Speaking of questiofs now forced upon the Church for
her decision, the oxcellent Baltimore paper Our Church
Work trusts that the Church papers will have nothing to
say, and adds :

If tho matter is not. now understood, it never will ho ;
and we trust that the minds of the laity will not be dis-
turbed by any further disoussion of topics which have
for the pnst few years absorbed their attention, often to
the neglect of what pertaing’ far more to thelrspiritual
edification and to the promotion of the extension of the
kingdom of the Lord.

Thig is one of those sentences which at first almost
sweep assent along with them. It is thoroughly good,
kindly, well-meaning, and seems to go on a ground all
must accept.

One is exceeding sorry to hesitate upon it, It is al-
most nngracious not to say yes to it. And yet as soon as
one thinks twice, one sces it is onc of those amiablo and
pleasant things that will not work in this naughty world.
It is loo good for the earth, '

For why should the minds of the clergy be disturbed
any more than tho minds of the laify? Indeed why
should there be any differences or disturbances at all ?
It would be vastly better—so it seems to mortal sight,—
it there were no differences, no disturbances, no discus-
sions. We say 80 it scems. But as God has ordered hu-
manlife,and governs the world, and especially the Church;
and-as, under His government of both, these thingsalways
have beeu, and now are; it occurs to us, believing in God,
that perhaps He knows better than we do what is best
for us and for His Church,

¥e has laid upon us the responsibility of meeting dis-
oussions, differences, and disturbances, We none of us,
clergy or laity, can get rid of them by shutting our eyes
to them. Being here, we must face them, and do our duty
under them, no mattor at what cost of personal annoy-
ance. They are a part of our responsibility as Christian
men, That they have their high and solemn uscs, the
Apostle assures us, when he says ¢“There mus! be also
heresies among you.”

To deal with these things does seem to us to turn us
from what is ‘‘far more to spiritual edification.” But we
are 80 very blind, we see so very short a distance in what
we call ““ the oxtension of the kingdom of the Lord,* we
are 50 much like children removing & mountain by hand-
fuls of sand, that our only safe way is to do thework that
comes to us, accopt the responsibility lnid on ug, and be
very patient and very humble.

We do not wonder at the words of our respected and
earnest contemporary. They declare onesideof a truth.
Woe recognizo that sido, and it is far the plensantest side.
But what we want to say, dot captiously but kindly, is'
that there is another side, sombre and solemn, dark with
the mystic shadows of God’s awful government of His
worlds and Church, which is not so pleasant, but which
nevertheless is awfully real and peremptory. We dare
not shut our eyes to that,

And that side is, that the Church of God from the first
hasdone all her good works of ¢ apiritual edification and




