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e
THE UBES OF TIMBDER.

Wo thin) 5t will interest,and perchanco profit,
wome of our resders to take abricf glanco at the
.npumerable purposcs for which timber is used.
"Nmber Moychanta themselves arofrequently not
awara Of how various are tho hands into which
the goods that thoy disposo of wtimately find
thair way, 1t may surprisosomo to learn that
thero 810 gvor sixty different trades which aro
dally cogagod in using wood of somo kind or
other, sad thero are in tho Unitod Kingdom no
leas than ivo hundrod thousand porsons who are
directly intorcated in timber, cither as users or
s doalors, Thoso facts must also posscss intense
intorest for tho advertisor, who is thus able to
fudgoe of tho onormous field that cxists for his
operations,

At the Jorusalem Subscription Rooms tho
other dsy tw* gontlomon wero discussing this
subject of tho manifold uscs of timber, when
oo of thom made the smart obscrvation that
“Weo were rockad in a timber cradlo and wo
shall probsbly bo buried in a timber coffin.”
The remazk certainly, very pointedly, serves to
ndicato that timbor i with us from the cradle
tothe grave. .

Y00k Whoro wb 1aay, wo find timber, oither in
fts natura} condition—growing—or mado up as
soma article of furniture, or used in building—
ahip orhoyse~or in a thousand other shapes,
“4inber) timber | overywhore, but not a bit
tooat.” Qtay! Did not an onterprising Ameri-
can onoo manufactuso a considerablequantity of
wooden Dutmegs, and, who will say that some of
thess did yot find their way into o fow mysteri-
ous roixtures of tho cook, which are sorved at
our tablea? There ate groater shdkus about the
world thay woodon nutmegs, ¢ the manufacturer
of which,” said a humourous frequenter of the
Baltic salerooms, only a few days ago, “did
somothing, at least, towards encouraging busi-
Leas in the timber trade.” * And we want
it” locomeslly responded a Timber King,
with whom of late times bavo not been over
bright.

Dull 8y trade may be at timos, wo atill con-
tinte t0 buy and scll timber. We have not, as
yot, discovered any better material than wood
out of Which to manufacture our chairs, tables,
conche% and othor articles of domestic furnitnre,
most of dyrimploments of recreation, and most
of our chifdren’s toys. Wood remnains a favorite
azd will always reman a favorite, notwith-
standing the keen rivalry in various respocts of
other materials, This is not without good
rasons.  What, for instance, is 8o pleasant and
comfortable as tho osk-wainscoted room ? What
floor i8 2o pleasant to tho troad aud oye as
“Pavodilos ¥ What cciling looks so well as
the o~k-panelled? Wo may oven go much
furt? han this in our praiso of wood. The
warmue . pair of ghoes the writer of this article
erar possogsod were made of wood—shoos which
hothe  ghly testod by wearing them through.
outar  ire winter in Sweden.

An i paving materigl, wood, a number of
yexrs 880, shot up to tho top of tho class, and
stays therg, little affected by all other comers.
1f properly laid dowa it will Jast longer than
any other paving, and nioreover, it is casier to
repair. Besidos, on tho score of approaching
the noisoloss, in connoction with tho running of
tnffic, it is unsurpassed.

There ia a great deal of nonsenso talked now-
adays about firo-proof construction. Wo do
not think that we could justly be accused of
tofairncss 3f, nstoad of wnung * firu-proof
oonstruction,” we Wruto ' so-called fize-prouf
Construction,” for wo have yet tu svo the build-
log which 38 really fire-prouf. Itun wod stune
in combination have beon used 1o su-called firo
Proof stair cascs, and with what result 3—that
immedistely the iron becomes heated by tho
flames, in c8so of firg, it oxpands, forces the
atono out ¢f position and down comes tho entire
trection. So much for two of tho principal
riva’s of timber, I¢1s 3 common error to sup-
Toeo “hat wood preally bursts into flamo on tho
dightest provocativa by fire, We would
tirongly adviso apyono who differs from us to
put ouratavemont to a toat. Let um tako a
pisco of 2o)1d cak and apply a hight to 1t with a
visw of sotting 1t on firo—~a by no means casy
tak howill find, If ho continucs tho expen
ment t0iron and stone, ho will further find that
the samo amouat of host wiuch will ynly sourch

tho solid oal, will oxpand tho iron and crack
thestone; therofore, for safety's sake, in caso of
fire, a solid oak staircaso casily boars away tho
palm from tho staircase of iron and stone, for
down goos the Iatter withoul noto or warning
whon heatod, but tho former by its crackling,
in tho ovent of fire, gives a fair warning of the
approachirg danger, and affords you amplo
timo to make your escape.

Wo aro pleased to observo the increasing uso
of timboi in our suburban villa architecture of
the day. Both for oxtorior and interior work it
is moro used now than it has been, perhape, for
tho past thirty or forty yesrs. Tho rovival of
tho Quecn Anno stylo has undoubtedly given an
impetus to tho uso of wood in domestioc archi-
tecture.  What, wo ask, can bo mado to look
prottier than a timber porch to a villa? Wooden
mullions to the windows, and weather-boards to
the roofs, lend quito an air of comfart and
picturosquoness to tho house, which inside is,
porchance, made to look cusy and warm by tho
uso of wooden chimney picces instead of cold by
those of marble or stono.

One word moro wo would like tosay toour
numerous architactural readers regarding, tho
uso of timber. Always, if possible, avoid
painting it. Wood :s beautiful in its natural
grain, and if simply stained or varnished, will,
attistically, Jook muck better than it would wero
it bosmeared wit> color, whether of a pleasing
huc ornot. Paint is often used to hide inferior
woodwork—tho goneral oxcuse being that it is
preservativo—but good henest timber should
nover havo its comploxion changed by color
which provents our boing able tu seo the beauty
of the natural grain of the wood.~—ZT'mber.

TRADE MEETING IN OHIOAGO.

Thero was a largo attendance at the trade
moeting held on Monday forenoon May 11. Mr.
James Charnley presided. The discussion was
vuluminous and animated on the proposition te
make a reduction in the figures on tho printed
list, Mr. S. K. Martin figured conspicuously in
tho argument for reduction, holding that prices
should be cut [down so as to couform more
nearly to actual selling valucs,

Mr. O. A. Street bockod up this view with
inatances showing that lumber had been sold at
prices much below the list.

Mz, A. C. Soper thought that the proposed
cut was far too swoeping and inconsidorate, and
*hat no such low prices as the others contanded
for were being mado in actual sales. But tho
predominance of opinion went with the policy
of reduction, and the pruning knife was set to
work,

Thick clears and sclects were cut down from
81 to S4 on a thousand, Ono inch finishing did
uot suffer so0 much, 81 boing the extent of
reduction on some grades, third clear and B
sclect being left untouched, as was proper.
Twelve inch stock boards were reduced $1 a
thousand on all but the A grade, though why
does not appear clear. A clean sweep of %0
cents to $1 n thousand off 12 inch common
boards was made, though dealers have said all
alung that all 12 inch stock was scarce and firm.
Tho roduction of the prices of box boards ap-
peared unreasonable, when we take into account
tho constant statement,*for three months past,
that box boards were in short supply, and firm
at list prices, .n most instances. After what
had already beendone it was not surprising that
drossed and matched flounog felt the effect of
tho carving kaifo to the catent of 50 cents to §1
a thuusand, and that rough inch fluuring strips
woro dispused of 1o lhko fashivn.  Beaded
coiling was aot cut quite as much. Cummon

| and cull buards wero reduced 50 ce nta a thous

and, au, sppacently, bocauss it was actually
nceessary, but to show that no guilty lumber
should cscape. Common and cull fencing got a
whack of 60 cents off for scemingly the same
reason, Pickets aud battens got behind a big
pile of pioco stuff and cscaped until the butcber
knifo was wified off and sheathed. In the
dimension class that scapegoat of tho trade,
2x8, was chipped off 50 conts worth on a thous
and, and 2x12, good honest size as it 1s, and
al¥ays in demand, was sacrificod to tho amount
of 50 conts to 81 a thousand, except on 16-foot,
which was allowod to go unhurt, The meeting
showod its gencrosity on cull plank, and left

that alono too, Shingles were roduced 15 to 20

constantly in stock.
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conts a thousand. Tho sacrificial work was
finished by hitting lath a clip and taking it
down from 81.90 to §1.75 a thousand.

Whilo the list, as now printed, and published
in the JLumberman, 18 probably nearer tho
averago of sclling prices thar as it stood befure,
1t secras as 1f tho reductions wers o general
and did not discriminate sufficiently in cases of
reduced and broken assortments. But tho
trade appears to have lost it apprecintion of
lumaber values, and looks upon the entire com-
modity asa drug that deserves to be kicked and
slashed moro than to bo treated considorately.
Of course it is readily understood that now is
tho tirae of the year for tho trade to depreciate
values, for a now stock is to bo laid ig, and the
manufacturers must be humbated.—Nortk-
western Lumbermen,

OUBAN MAHOGANY AND OEDAR.

Speaking of Zaza, Cuba, the Trade Burcau
says: Next to sugar timber is the leading
article of axport at this agency. Tho forests are
wild and very oxtensive, but for want of good
roads and casy means of transportation, tho
timber (mahogany and cedar wood) industry is
confined to those lying nearer the coast.

Somo persons buy the trecs, generally paying
from 83 to $1 (a dollar in Spanish is equal to
.932 in American money) per tree, according to
the number, asit stands, with tho right to select
a fixed number of trees, sccording to the
dimensions of the forost. Others buy tho land
and aftor taking tho timber off sell it again.
The latter is the cheaper way, as the Jand at
present can be bought at from S50 to $70 per
caballeria (equal to about 33} acres), and after
taking the timber therefrom it can generslly be
suld at higher prices,being then convertable into
postures fur stuck raising.

Tho timber is cut and hewad at the farest in
dumensivas suitable fur exporting, 12x12 and
upwards. Tho rest of the tree, which is no
duubt one third of it, ir thrown away  Most of
all tho timber thus wasted eomld o douht be
utilized by tho use of saw milly run by water
power; or anothor way, tho smell branches of
tho treo could be sold to ship and boat builders
for timber and knees, as Loth wmahogany and
cedar aro oxcollent for thoso rurposss. The
remnants could be mzdo into harcoal, which is
used for fuol to a growt oxtent all over the
island. In this way, if the business were con
ductod by expetienced hartics with sufficient
capital, tho valus of a troo might be wortb
doublo what it now is.

The timber thus propared is conveyed to the
soashore by toams of focr to six oxen. In for-

roer yoars, when the forests woro nearer tho

coast, the oxperses of conveying the timber to
tho soashore, wero much less, Gond sized tim.
bor tracts are now from 10 to 16 miles in the
iuterior.

At tho seashoro the timber is sold at prices

ranging from $35 to $40 per thousand foot of
guud size mahogany and cedar, and for mahog
any of cxtra sizo at prices from 850 to $60 per
thousand. The timber is then conveyed by
lighters, and rafts towed by lighters, to the
port of Trinidad do Cuba,which is 30 miles west
of here. All tho timber exported from Trinidad
is takon from tho forests lying east of this
port, though within tho jurisdiction of the con~
bsular agency. It costs $4 per thousand feet to
bring it to this port on lighters and rafts, but by
arranging tho business properly this prico can
be reduced, as the distance is only from 20 to 50
miles,and the water is very smooth all along the
coast almost all the year except September and
October,
. \When tho timber reaches this port it is assort.
od and the ends cut off to meet the requircments
of the market for which it is intended, at a cost
of, say $2 per thousand, though it is reported
that this duty will bo considerably reduced in a
vory short time. Prices in foicign countrics
have advanced for the last two years on account
of the increased use of such wood in different
industries, and if entorprising partics would
enter into tho business here, such exports would
bo largely increased. Generally the beat quality
and larger sizes are shipped to England, where
they command a higher price.

Tlmber Limit Transfer.

It is understood that alargoe timber limit on
tho north shoro of Lako Xipissing changed
hands in Ottawa tho other day. The secllers
were Mossrs, Mossom Boyd & Co., Bobcaygeon,
and tho purchaser M, J. R. Bouth of Ottawa.
Iv1s said that tho pnce was cluse in the neigh-
bourhuod of £200,000, and that $120,000 was
paid down, the ltalance tv be paid in four
months. Tho pruperty was purchased by
Mossum Boyd & Co. at tho Government salo in

Toronto a couple of years ago, and the fir m ate
said to havo clearcd a snug little fortune on
their investment. Mr Booth has just launched
a largo steamer on Lake Nipissing, which, it in
understood, will bo vaed to tow the logs to the
head of the lake.

“ ¥ Feel so Well”

«f want to thank you for telllog mo of Dr.
Plerco's “Favorite Prescription,” writes a iady
to ber friond. “For a foog timo L was unfit to
attend to tho work of my household. I kopt
about, but 1 felt thorooghly miserabio. 1 bad
terriblo backaches,and boaring down sensations
acroés meo and was quite woeak and discouraged,
Igeut and got somo of tho medicine afior vi.
oelving your letter, apd it has oured me, I
bardly know mysell 1 feel ra well.”




