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sminc ‘diffidenee as T amn addrowing many
who are my superiors in acquirements and
avperience,  Having however alluded to
the faults of others, I must not pass lightly
over those of my own. brethren [t as
often, 1 may sy gonemlly, the cave, that
our profession is adopted, not as a, gar
mancney, but as a sweppig stone o
something which i« considered better, or
higher in the world, thus we mies that
apirit of cwnlation which 14 of such ad-
vautagze in othor profesions, A man s
ton apt to say to himsclf, “ 1 shall only
teach.f = a year or two, and 20 long as 1
can get on for that timo with my present
scquirements, why should I klor and
atudy as thouzh 1 were ftting myself - for
the occupation of a-hfe-tune 77+ But this
8 a very poor way of looking at the aub.

jeot.  We are told * Whatever thy hand
tindcth to do, dv it rweith thy might.” —

What wines of wisdom are there in that
command ! Whatever your work may be,
. strivo to excel in it.. One member of the
British of Comumons taunted
auother with havipg, as a boy, blacked
hia boots.  + Bid I not black therr wolt 7'
was the admirabic reply.  All work js
honorable, that is well done.
worship, said the monks of old, and
negligently pecformed labor is aa disgrace.
ful as lip-worship
work well wha docs not henor, his.arord
And truly ifall work is meritorious, that of
the school teacher is worthy of all Lonor.
Let us ¢ magnify our office,” if that is
peasible.  What an awful power we wield
for good or cvil!  On the Common Schivol
Teacher depends, even more than on the
olleze Professor, the character of suc-
coeding generations.  Ile has to mould
«-aod form the plastic clay, which the latter
but decorates:and varnishes. He bends
aad directs the yourg shoot, and many a
noble tree beasa ewidence of Lis training
kind, while many a gnarl #nd- reugh
«zzcrescence may tell the talo of- bis nbuse
onacglect. Tho mind of youth has been
compared to a blank tablet ready prepared
to veceive overy impression. Let maupht
be writton.ea that tablet, but what is
pure and clewatiog. I saidjast now that
we have an uwful poweri—bo sure that
no less awful is owr-srespodsibility. To
whom much is given, of <bime shall much
be required. Then how-eught we- tof
~ataive to render ourselves worthy.of our
high:aslling. We should strive to-inéul-
oste-dirtumdnd morality, not by talking,
but by actieg wobly—Dby living sueh lives
38 wo should wish to vec our pupils live,
“'» Weshould ¥ do noble thiogs, not dream

Haouse

Labor is

. But no man will
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them,” or preach them  all day long,

And a0 make lifo, dioath, and that great
forever,
One pramd aveet song '

We must diccharge our duties Liringly
towards those tender minds, to whom we
stand in some degree in a parent’s place

fand unless we feel that we can really do

- this, we have no business to be tenchers,
]
i

|
’ the studies, but in the sports of children

We muat interest ourselves not ounly in

"1 have been sometimes blumed for takinz

my pupils, and have been told that T was

ers than schiolars, but [ have found that
I could do as much real good, during a
game of cricket or 2 country walk, ay in
my place in the sehoul-room.  And do
not let it be imagined that a teacher is
forfeiting any of the influcnee of his

t

! position, or injuring the discipline of the
school, by taking a sharc in childish games.
On the contrary, if children ace that you
are really fond of them, and glad to find
a chance to amuse them, they will obey
you far more readily from love for you,
and a desire to please you, than they will
from fear or cold respect,

We naust try also to render oursclves

worthy of our profession, by becoming
For this,
continual study is necessary. It
impossible to attain perfection in any
subject; .but, the nearer we advance
towards it tho-better shall we be able to
illustrate our lessons. + .Onc great fault
frequently committed. by teachers is
restricting themselves, .top much g .one
narrow round of studies. Qur stock of
information skould be not anly deep, but
extensive.  The different branckes of
knowledge arc mutually dependent, and
one illustrates the other ; o that is a great
mistake to suppose, as too many do, that
the subjects laid down in the programme
for our examinations are 2ll to which wé
nted devote our atteation. » QInc incans
of improvement to which great importance*
should be attacked, & fourt in Teaclier's
Conventions.» -1 eonsider these as a good
{ substitute..for . that ~spccial. training.for
the proRssion ~which is” 2Gbrded by the
Normal Schools ; -and #his ¥advantage
portains to them, ¢hat, whereas & Normal
L Sshcel cducation is sondaoted wectirding
to.one - slightly warying -rowtine,~at a
Teachera’ meating wo have. the oppertunity
of :«xhearing many difierentir :80des of
teashing udisondicd,nand Lagdapting:, shat
best suited t0 eur~ewistideas- o aircum-
stances. Another advantage is; thit they

thoroughly comnpetent in it.
18

too much interest in the amusements of

ina fuic way to make them better enehet.

‘ rerve (o inerease that spintt of emulation,

which is glwasa beneficial, md to form

personal attachments among thg wembers
!of our truls nolic profession No thas !}
Phave, with pleasure, heard the remark
cmade, ina distnet where these meetings
are frequent, * How those teachory stick
tzether 1
. Do enncludicg, these dssultory remarks,
“let me remork that our position e cnly
HUprove as oue attainmenty precress, amd
that it a word that T lave xaid har
Dstimulated o osingle person o mercased
cexertigne, [ shall frel geraid fir the tina
“veenpicd in proparing Una article, by the

l

conviction that [ bhave thereby helped,
though in a most infinitesimal degree, to
improve the standard of a ealling of which
any one may feel justly proud, —that of
A Cowvon Beioon Teacurk,
March, 1861.
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SIMILITUDE

“ Wadking in the waeds one Miuand May
noon, 1 turned my footsteps through a

narrow pathway that Jed up the breess
sutnit of a hall. A tiny gleam of silver,
| flashing bofore my eyes, caused me sud-
i i .

s denly to panse. A spider had dravu e
gossanier bar frumgone grean nab 10
another, and § must break it ur leave the
path.

there in the sunlight, 1

Plimsy as the barrier was, hanging
imoluntuzdy
dropped the hand which was raindd o
destroy it, and turned aside into the long
grass.  Groping through the thick wider-
growth of hazel bushes, I Leenme bewsl:
deped, ard at length found myself fir
Faown the tangled Lillside.  Ah, theupls
I, while striving to retruce my ste] s to the
upland, how. frequently are persons be-
guiled from high aims.  And the current
of a life, how often it is wholly changed
by obstaclex as trifling as thix. A gay
joke it may be; a meaning glance, .an
idle presentiment, somothing we might
dissolve with.a breath | but there is a power
in its very weakness to which we yield.
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EACHERS ARE. XQTAEQUIRED
1TO MAKE FIRES.

T

£ “The teacher is employed. to teach the
dclqol, but he is not ?m;,ﬁqycd to make
the.fireg #od cJean. the saliep! housc, much
lass to-pdpairathic schopl house.—Jt srnad
of fducation.

\ A.grest.part of mackind cmploy thelr
first years in miaking their last misorabla
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