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THE REV. JAMES SMELLIE,

Late Free Church Minister in St. Andrews,
QOrkney.

T'o the Editor of the Record.

Dean Siny—

If my memory do not deceive me, one of
vour correspondents, gomo time suce, offered to
furnish you with oceasional notices of the more
eminent fathers of the Disreption.  ‘T'he alen
has often occurred to mie, that the high-toned
principlo which actuaied thmt muvement, and
tho triuls which accompanied it, were more pal-
pablo in the caso of somo less known to fame,
who laboured in tho remoter panishes of Scot-
Tand, than oven in that of the disumguisiied men
who had the hunour of stauding forth 1 the
front of the battle.  And it is with tho view of
lending my fecblo effort to do justico to such, as
well as of payiug a tribute of filial reapeet to the
memory of one “unknown and yet known,”
lntely deceased, that T would beg vour attention
and that of your readery, to the following notice
‘an an‘illustration of tho preceding remark ;—

Tho late Rev. James Smellie was, i 1805,
ordrined to the ministry in the umted parishes
&t Andrews and Deamess, Orkney. Ho was
among the first evangelical unmsters settled in
that part of the country, after a long and dreary
xeign of Maderatisin, Mo commenced lus pul-
pit ministrations by preaching from the texi—
“ Woo is uuto me if I preacit not the Gospel.”
His preaclhing was characterised by soundness,
plaiuncas, and faithfalness, and he wus accepta-
ble as a minister of the Lurd as long as ho was
able to officiate.  Hao continued to preach n St.
Androws and in Dearness alternately, until the
year 1830, when, by n participation in tho bene-
fits of tho Parliamentary grant of George the
Fourth, for building additional churches and
manaes in the Flighlands and Islands of Scot-
lund, ho was relicved of the more semote parish
of Dearness, and had his labonrs confined to the
parish of St. Andrews, in which hie resided, and
of whioh ho remuined minister ugtil the memo-
xablo ycar of 1843, .

Though ho scldom took a public partin ccale-
siastical business, beyond his own sesbytery
and Synod, in buth of whieh courts he acted as
clerk for many years, he sympatlnsed warmly
with tho evangelical party, and took a lively in-
torzst in the strugglo which agitated the Church
of Scotland for ten yearsuior to the Disruption.
At that penod ho had well neth reached the age
of “threescore years and ten ;” physical cnergv
was fast abating ; tho power of adaptation to
circumstances was almost gone, and ho could no
longer rely upon tho amount of popularity which
ho had onco engoyed.  Ihs remarning congre-
gation, 100, wus small and poor, yetin the fuce
of every difficuliy he was resoluto to abide by
tho path of duty. And when the crisia came, his
Janguago was, “ If I should beg my bread from
door to door, T will not remain in tho Church,
constituted as tho legal authoritics have declared
it to be””  Accordingly, in due time, his name
was added to the roll of demitting ministers.

To ono in higsituation tho sacrifice made mnust
have been peculiarly trying, Not only was the
place in which ho had been settdet early in life,
and where he had spent the best of his days, na-
turally dear to him—nat only were all his family
of eighteen children bornin the manse, and more
than ono half of these, many of them arrived at
manhood and womanhood, together with their
mother, carnied thenceo to bhe laid in the parish
church-yard ; but, Jike most of-his hrethrea, ho
was professionally attached to the Establishinent.

o had, no doubt, calculated onliving and dying
in her servico, and in tho prospect of renouncing
her emoluments he had nothing 10 trust to for
tomporal support but the promise, * The Lord
will provide.* Now, Mr. Editor, if wo take
into account all the circumstances—the tender
associstions connected with the manse—one of

theso peculiar dwellings which thoe eloquent his-
torian of the Reformation deseribics ag calenlat-
ed to arrest the eye of tho traveller in any parizh
of Seatland—the no less touching cirenmstance
of taking farowell of the Church in which the
subjeet of our notice had, for ncarly forty years,
praclaitmed tho gespel of salvation—ccelesiasn-
cal separation from mauy with whoty bo had
Tong held munstenal fellowship, as with breth-
ren—tho prafessional sacrifice smplied in break-
ing connection w.th the National Establishment
—and withal, nothing before him, to hnman
view, but uncertainty, want, and trial in the de-
cline of lifo; against which there was no such
set-oft' as youthful enthusiasin, the sympathies of
approving crowds, or tho engrussing activities of
# very public sphiero-—is there nothere an exame
plo of christian principle worthy of being held up
for imitation 2 Is thero not an illustration of
Abrahamie faith, which leads its possessor to go
ont, at the call of £od, although he knows not
whither ho goes?

Mr. Smellic’s congregation, almost to a man,
followed him out of the Church, and s remam-
ing encrgies were spent in ministering to thewr
edifieation.  Although the - were not able to
coiutribute more than a small portion of what
was neeessary, yet, in the wood providence of
God, 8 Frea Church and a Free Manso were, in
course of time, erected for'him in the parish, and
the dividend of the Sustentation Fund supplicd
his support.  Seceing, at first, nothing but pov-
erty and distress, ho doubtless received such
provision with gratitude, ns coming from the
bountiful hand of God; and though far info-
rior to what ho had relinquish.d, it was regarded
as amplo. Sinco the summer of 1848, his health,
which wwas nover robust, gave way. Interdicted
by his medieal adviser, ho never afterwards at-
temipted to preach, encept once, when a Presby.
terial appoimment of supply failing, he stepped
forward to fill up the vacancy, but this cffort
cost him six months’ confinement to hisbed. He
lad subsequontly 2 stroke of paralysia which im-
paired his fucultics, ¢specially his memory.—
From this ho partinlly recovered, but since last
Scptember ho gradually declined, until the 22nd
Decembier, when a period was put by death to
hia trials and sufferings in the 79th year of his
agte and 48th of his ministry  “T'he dispensation
of tho Lard’s Supper had been fixed for the fol-
lowing Sablath, and aftor abandoning all hopes
of Leing out on tho oceasion, ho gave dirce-
tinns 16 his san, who acted as his assistant, asto
what he wished done, saying “whether I be on
the earth :0t.” On the evening of the 2lst, his
voico was heard joining in singing the praise of
God st family worship, and next morning giving
symptoms of moro than usual ease, ho was left
apparently enjoying refreshing sleep after break-
fast, whiic tho family wero st their moraing de-.
votions, in an adjoining apantment, but on the
return of somo of them 1o his roown, it was found
that he had fallen asleep in Jesvs.

T'he subjeet of this notice was a man whoso
attainments wero fitted to havo ade him shine
in his profession, if his lot had been cast ina
moro public sphero.  As a student he distin-
guished himself, according 10 the testimony of
many of his contemporaries, in the literary classes
in tho University of Edinburgh ; undin evidence
of hig taste and habite, it may be noted, that he
continued, till an advanced age, to read a por-
tion of the sacred Scriptures in tho original lan-
guage, oither Hebrew or Greok; and Bag-
ster's Polyglott Biblo was the favourito com-
panion of his studics. He was faithful in the
dischasgo of his dutics as a minister. ~ Dur-
ing a quarter of a century ho continued regularly
cvery second Sabbath, in going to and retumning
from Church, to ride a distance of nearly twenty
miles, through bad roads, and often up to the sad-
dle in water when crossing small arms of tho
soa, by which he shortened the journcy. As the
entire light of a winter day in the latitude of
Orknoy, was not sufficicnt for tho active duties

of tho Sabbath, this required an amount of exer-
tion not unworthy of the coloninl field.

In him, uprightnees of conduct adorned a roli-
rious profession. e would not brook anything
liko nieanness or decert, and aganst his integ-
nty of purposoe it may be asserted that the whis.
per of suspicion was never breathed. Ho was
regarded 13 a pattern of punctuahny and faithiul-
ness in his pecuniary cngngements—resolving,
even by self-denial, to do justice to all men, and
20 ** owo no man anything.””  With a numcrous
family and limited incomo he contnved, by etrict
economy, to ¢ducate threo sons for tho ministry,
besides one for the medical profession. All
the preparatory instruction which these enjoyed
before commeneing their acadenneal carcor, as
well as tho entire education of the rest of hiz fa-
mily, was imparted by himself personally, as lei-
sure from other duties allowed. Though some-
times regarded as stern 1 manners, and though ho
was uncompromiging wheraver principle  was
concerned, nevertheless, ho was a tender and afs
fectionato parent, and his interest in s childron
was not confined to their individual or temporal
welfare. Every step of hfe, every mceident in
the family circle, was viewed in reference to the
will of God and futurity. He followed the de-
ccased members of his houschold in thought to
the eternal world ; and in conversation respecting
tho interest which tho departed may tako in sur-
viving fricnds, he is remembered to have given
utterance with much pathos to the expression,
“[ often dwell in wondering contcmplation on
the comhition of separate smrus.” 'The patniarch-
al manner too, can never be forgotten, 1 which,
when, on tho eve of the writer's departure for Ca-
nada, after moving slowly together till they
came to a solitavy spot on a hill, the father bent
over the son and poured out hus blessing in theso
words, « I shall never sco you again, but may God
Abmighty bo with you and bless you.” Indeed ho
lived by the faith which he preached. Amid an al-
most unprecedented series of family bereavements,
ot twwelve of s children had gouno betore him,
he not only maintained a subducd and meck ac-
quicscenco in tho Divino will, but seemed to bo
the more drawn toward heaven. In reference to
tho present world, ho could bear thns testimony,
“ T sometimes think that I have almoust reached
the attainment of the Apostle, when ho declared
that he had learned, in whatever state ho was,
therewith to be content.”  And with respect to
the world to come, 1t was evident, by his de-
meanour in public and private, long before his
last illness, that he was much in anticipation of
its glory. Without doubt, he has now obtained
an entrance ; and as one come out * of great trib-
ulation,” &ec., he is before the throne, and will
serve God day and night, for ever and ever,

We conclude this brief sketch, in his own
words, containing, as they do, an admopition to
ministerial faithfulness. In tho last communi-
cation which the writer had from lus own hand,
having recounted the stato of himself and of the
family, he adds, « After tho foregoing statement
what ¢an I say but that mercy and goodness
havo followed mo all thedaysof my life hitheno,
and that much favour has been shown meo from
above amidst my bodily and family afflictions;
nay, I may say with the Psalmist, ¢I1nay sing
of judgment as well as of mercy.” May all the
divino dealings with me be sancuified to my soul,
and to the souls of tho family. Oftcntimes have
I thought, since Iaid aside from public duty, how
much more diligent I ought to have been when
in tho enjoyment of health and swength. And
now I would lift up my voice like 2 trumpet in
the great congregation, to warn siuners and to
encourage saints. A bed of sickness, and cspe-
cially a death-bed, bringsmany things to remem-
brance, which aroe overlooked and disregarded
in timo of health, and lecads to the desire, if pos-~
sible, to recall past opportunitics; and with a
mecasure of satisfaction suggests the ides that, if
restored, we should act 8 very different part.—
But, slas! such isthe cormption of our nature,



