
THE GOSPEL TRtIBUNE.%

a forru of prayer in which spiritual gifts woe solicit-
cd, %,itbout caring or wisbing to receivo tbem; but
'Papa, 1 own 1 ain ut a loss te understand heW a
christiau could do se."1

"Rlemember, my child,1 lier father replied, Il that
the Christian, svhile bc lives, lias to endure an inward
contest bctwceen the new heurt and tlic old, wbich
accounts for, theugli it by ne mcans excuses,. many
inceusistencics i his course ;and which led even
Paul te cxcýaim, "lThe good that 1 would 1 do net;
but the cvii which 1 would net, that I do.-Rem. vii.
19 Let us suppose the case of a man very exteti-
sivcly engaged, by wbich lie is rapidly acquiriflg
riches, 1le is become a christian, and soon finds
that, ht.ving his time and theughts sO inuch, occupicd
by mercantile concerns. and bis mind eften agitated
by great and hazardous speculatiens, arc sud ilin-
drances te his growth in grace, and in the knowledge

* of the Lord Jesus Christ. This Cftf bie rcmcdied by
curtailing bis dcailings, and hic will have quite ceugli
for every comfort, but the long cherished boe of
beceming a wealthy ewner of lanid must bie resigned.
Hc fléels the ncesity ef doiug se, and intends te de
ii, and prays te bie jrnabled te uct according te the
dictates ef his conscience, and it is net quite, a t3'n-
cere eue. Ne ; lie knecks ; but, ufraid V- it th2t deor
will bie tee quickly epeued, us back te tbe spirit ef
the world, as the preaclier expresses it, te go ou a
littie wbule longer with bis speculatiens."

l.And can bis heurt deal thus treacherous]y with
him, without bis heart being aware of it, patpa?"

Il 1 fear se, my deur; yen know Il it is deceitfül
ahove all things." I weuld aise rcmark that we are
stitl more apt te lie self-dcceived in matters of cern-
parativeiy less importance, because in prayer con-
cerning themn we use less watebfulness. Oh! let it
ever lie Cur auxieus endeavor te ascertain that whut
we ,îsk we slnccrcly desire te ebtuin te the full ex-
tent, of the petitien ; and let us continue knocking
untit the gracions promise is fulfilled, and the door
is epened uinte US."

Il Vhat would yen say, fatiier,", uskcd Edwurd, "lis
the best -vuy of fanding eut that We arc thereughly
sincere wben We ask fer spiritual bleq-'ngs, and for
grace te lic able te muke sacrifices ef zac1 things as
interfere with our receptien eof them V"

I wenild sey," rcplied Mr. Haîrdy, Il that the hest
* test is, Are we ready te make the sacrifices? Are

we doing it, and ut once ? If se, We truly desire the'
blcssings wc seek te the full amount of our wants,
and ivill surcly ebtain tbcm."l

Assist us, Savieur, te believe
Tliat WCe shahl ail We usk receive,

As we have eftimes heard;
Our bcairts contmucted thouglits expand,

* Wride as thc beauties of tby baud,
The promise of thy Wormdl

-Tract iMagaziine.

THE BACICSLIDER.

Who wscs lie? ' Rs name was Bernas. cc ernas,"'
says the Apostl1-Thu1, Ilhath forsakea me, haviug
Ioecd this present world."1

There wvus a time wheu it wus etherwise witb
Dernas. Whou, Ane Demini, sixty-feur, Paul wrote
bis Epistle te thse Cellosians, ho said: " lLuke thc
beloved physician, and Bernas, greet yen.>' And
again, the same year, writing te Philemen, ho says:
IDernas a-ad Lucas, my fellew-laborers, salute thee."

B3ut now, las, two yeurs later, writing te Timethy,
hosy:11Dmas bath forsaken me, buving Ieved

this prasent werldl" What a changre îweo short

years had made? Time wemks changes; of'ten mil.
anclxoly changes. Twe years are suficient te do
this. But theme are ne changes more sud and disas-
trous than a change efth îe Christian religien for the
werld, fer it is a thange of salvation for ruin; and
this change, lamentable, awful us it is, is neot unfre-
qûiently eti'ected in as brief a space of tirne us two
years.

Perhaps somne eof our readers may know this freux
persenal experience. Two ycars ugo thcy miglit, te
humun view, have been spiritual, exemplftry chris-
tians ; but new, alas, arm cumual and worldly. Twe
ycars ugo, their paster speakingoet them, niigbt bave
spoken of thera as promising, cngaged disciples of
Christ. Now, referring te thein, he may lie forced te
say - they bave fomsiken Jesus, huving loved the
world. Tee oftcn de the hepefully coaverted turn
eut thus. The tmee blossoma, and Wve confidently
look for fruit; but the blossoms fuhl off, and that
wbich WCe look for is net feund. The treac i barren;
'iL the rnest, there are "lbut louves enly."1

And hîow is this ruinons change brought about?-
flow dees the believer backslide î-Usually in this
way :

lIe begins te neglcct bis cleset. '<Bach-siding,"
suys Mlattîbe% lienry, "lcommences ut tihe closet
door."1 Secret devotiens are suspended, or performed
lu a hcamtless, burricd munner. Hie dees flot, daily,
us fermerly, "lenter bis closet, shut thc door, and
prmay te bis FaLlier in secret." Hie is net drawn.
thither by a sense of spiritual wunt, uer " lingers,
lotIs te depart," from satisfaction in thc exercise,
fm thc pleusule fonnd la communion wiîh Go.
"9Prayer is the Ohristian's vital breutli," and the flmst
symptorn of spiritual decline is, the breatbing of the
seul growving shorter and more difficuit.

Next, thc inspired volume is neglected. There is
less meaning und licauty iu its pages than before.-.
Once, "lthe womds eof the Lord's monîli weme more
esteerncd than aecessary food," and this Ilbreadl of
life"' was duily gutbcred us was the munna by tbe
children of Isruel. But now this lireud is caled
"1liglit food," as that beaven.descended mutia -was,
wben Isruel bad begun te degeucrate. It is flot dailj
gathered, uer kecnly rel;shed. Other books are pre-
ferred te thIl "Book of Books." Newspapers and
noveds take precedence of it, and dust colcctq on bt.

Neglect of secret prayer, und study of the Bille,
are followed by a diminished uppreciatien of flic
Sablbath and the sanctunry. The Sabbutb is net uc-
counted the "day of all the weck the lest;" and.
whereus, when the pulse ef spiritual life in tL-c le-
lievcr's,-,oul beatu quick and higli, hoc could net fait
te join die wershipping assembly whenevcr epper-
tunity otl'ered, and iu bis Warta uttadliment te, the
public christian ordinunces, excluim-" I wvas glad
whcn they said untô me, Let us go into the boeuse ef
the Lord 1 I "llow amiable are tly tabernacles, O
Lord of Hests 1'" he new can absent bimscîf from, tht
Lord's temple on the Subbuth, ut leust part ef the
day, often dees; aad while tIns -absent thinks bis
ewn theugîts, and speaks lis own words!'

Mereever, if ho is the head of a family, the faniily
aitur bas net the merning and evcning sacrifices laid
upon it; the anessagca o! trutî which bis faitiful
paster presents from tbe pulpit are cuptiously criti-
cized ia presence oi the household; these mnessages
are tee plain and pungent, or they are persenal, or
tbey are net sufficicntly elaboratcd and uderued witk
lumau rhetorie. Those enterprises eof christizin phi-
lanthr -, , which are the g1oty o! the age, zre mot
vultxed and cherisbed;i the purse and thse band meL
gcuerously opcned -in th.eir behaîf; there is conforro.
ity te the world iu its views, principles, castonis itnd


