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*  Orops &o,, in Prescott.
To the Editor of Tux Caxava FARMER ;

Sis,—Wet weather s tho rule with us now, Itisa
very wofavourable sesson for hay-making. Weo had
a ¢old and wet spring, which was succceded by extra
m}i'w'n@@r with frequent showers up toa week
or #0 past, since which time we have Lad gencrally
ralay weather accompanied by heavy thunder. This
is makiog the hay-harvest backsvard, and with the

“unweual sosrcity of Lelp this scamon, work will Ve
“very prowelag among thn farmers about this time,
Hny is unusually keavy thls scason ; o also is most
olber crops, thanks to the frequent rains with which
wo bave been bleseed. This remark however, will
not hold good concerning wet and undrained soils.
Nidther has the season been so favourable for the

corn crop »a if it had heen drier, eapecially during |

the months of May and June. But “ what is good for
one Is bad for another,” ns the saying is, and T sup-
pose we must abilde by it. The extraordinary hot
term of this last month lias, however, worked wonders
in the growth of this great cereal,
Weather has been favourable for the wheat crop ~
only the spring variety is, in any large amount,
wn Bereabouts. The midge is working £s a viry
f:orge extent in late sown fields, Larly sown picces
have the ravages of this pest, and are now
about ripe for the harvest. Other crops give u very
bigh promiee of good yields. Taken ns & whole, the
is that this season will, as the last,be o
lf y.favourable one for the agriculturist.  With
fully or more than average crops, and the present
good prices, farmers will have good returns, and
trade and the country at large will prosper—an effect
slways consequent upon the fact of the former_cir-
cumaiance. . J.F CASS.
L’Original, C. V., Aug. 2nd, 1866,

.

The Thoma;; Bee Hive.

Thomas C. Hilly* of Sydney, Cape Braston,
writes as follows to the patentee concerning the ahove
hives, under date * 12th July, 1566 :?

“I cannot tell you hiow delizghted I am with your
Sive.” The more Iknow of it the beiter I like it, and
ifit equals a Yow hive in Pruducing surplus honey, I
shall say at once that it 13 perfect. In every kind of
hive that I have tried, T had only to try them to sce
their faults. In yours I can sce no fault, nothing in
which I could wish for improvement. When I first
heard of it, I imagined that the depth of tho combs
would prescnt a serious obstacle in ‘the way of lifting
them but, but now I would sooner examine two of
yours than oue Langstroth hive. Ihave no trouhle
now about stings. I never use gloves although I have
a pair, and seldom a veil. Icxamined cvery comb
in 15 of your bives the other morw ¢ before hreak-
fast. Inow have 26 of them in opeiation and hope
next year to have 100. Iamin lopes that before
nextsprin&lt will be casier for me to imputt hives
from you than it was last spring. Under confedera-
tion X&hink it likely that we willhave a direct trade,
~~indeed X believe it has commenced alicady.”

Norz ax Eo. C. F.—At the close of the letter from
which the shove extract is made, the writer speaks
of haviog previously sent « communication for inser-
tion in the CGavapa Farurr. Not having received
the commuzication referred to, we beg to say to Mr.
Hill, who is we, understand, an cxperienced aparian,
that weshall be glad if he will take the trouble to
write us another letier, in place of the missing one.

Essex F1os WANTED.— “ A Subseriber ™ is anaious
to obtain some Essex Pigs—male and female—in
order {o croes and improve his presentstock. Breed-
ers of this variety of pigs will do to advertise in our
columns.

Porato D1goiNG Macuise.—Mr. W. W. Kitchen, of
Grimeby, writes as follows:— Mr. E. Hamill, of
Londog, C. W., enquires in Tue Cavapa Faruer of
July 16th if there arc any potato diggers made in
Canady’; if so, whero they aro to be got, and what

rice.” "Potato diggers are manufactured for sale at

r. Samuel Norse’s foundry, Milton, C. W. Price
about §25 each. One man and team is supposed to
dig ten acfes ‘of potatoes in a day. A machino has
heen used in this neighbourboog and gave good
satisfaction. One will be on exhibition at the Pro-
vincial Fair in Toronto, this fall.”? - Tt

Poursicar. NEwsrareps versus Famuxne—'J, F,
Cass,” of 1'Originnl, C. W., writes on this subject as
follows :—'¢ No mere opinion of the ne pes press
concerning the condition of thecrops is o?nn weicht
compared with the reports of the farmers from all
parts of the country. Who cver saw a city nows-
paper report anything adverse to tho old stercotyped
phrase ‘ full avcrage crops? Heis a*croaker "who
would report anything baving abearing in a contrary
dircction. - They work for the reduction of the pride
of the products of the farat, 1ot for macertaining the
real state of their growth and the prospects of their
yield. They work against the farmers interest in
favour of the non-producera, and, at the same ilme,
labour under the pleasing garb of making themselves
appear as the farmers friends<-as witneas tho denua-
ciatiuns by tho political press of the new retalitory
tarift, taxing corn and other coarse grains from enter-
ing Canada from the Statee, But enoughi : this fact
is 100 apparent to adinit of contradiction. -

Then let the farmera have & jonrnal that will Jook
afier their interests, oncthat will eve, be nlive ever 7-
thing pertaining 4o thelr profesaion. Aud let th .o
be & department in {4 containing notes from farmers,
from all pariy of the country, concerning the weather,
as 1o what eflect it will have upon the erops ; and
the atate of the crops themselves, the prospeets of
the probable yield, &2, The farmers of Canada have
their I'seMkr. Now it remains with thea, to o great
extent, whetlier itshalt come up to this standard.
They are to say whether we are to have a fuithful ro-
cord about the weather amd the crop+, one ju which
all parts of the conntry will be represcated, and
which will be taken as authority everywhere. Such
& work was commeiniced in some of the earlier issues
of this paper, but there scems to he now no special
departient devot+d to it.  We are sure several far-
mers conld be found in every county of Upper
Canada who would send notes ‘concerning the state
of the weather and thg ciops, say once & month, for
publication in the Canabs Fanuer, These notes
could e so condensed and putinio form by the
editor to suit the requirements of the paper, and
would for a summury, relating to the subject, ut once
be of the greatest interest and value to farmersand to
the country at large.”

Axs.~As readers who have carefully examined our
Pages are anare, we have repeatedly and warmly
invitud practical communications from the cultivators
of the soil themselves.  Ifthis journal is adequately to
fulfil 13 inission, its pages must be better patronized
by coutiibutioas frum farmers. - Agricultural jour-
nals in the United States experienco no difeulty in

filling a large portion of their columns with such
correspondence,  We again repeat that we shall be
[mrﬁculnrl_v gratified hy farmers “in avery county of
'pper Canada ™ sending us brief, practical, and re-
liable notes not only on the crop prospects of their
neighbourhond, but also on their own farming ex-
periences.

The Ganada Farmer,

TORONTO. UPPER CANADA. AUGUST 15. 1866

Great Implement Trial at Auburn, N. Y,

Os the 10t1 of last month, a most important trial of
implements, under the auspices of the New York
State Agricultural Society, commenced at Auburn.
We were present the three first days, sad had ample
opportunities to investigate the princlples upon
whicli the various implements were to be tosted, to
observe the preliminary proccedings, to watch the
actual trial of a number of the mowing machines,
and to inspect & variety of useful farm tools that were
on exhibition. Our decided impression from all we
saw and heard, was that the most valuable results
might be expected from the competition among agri-
cultural machinists, for which an opportunity had
thus been furnished by the New York Society.

The programme of tho trial invited manufactarers
to subject cvery description of farm implements to a
fair but searching ordeal. But while quite & number
of miscellancous implements were entered, the occa-
sion resolved itself very muckh into a grand trial of
the principal mowing and resping machines. In

Vthese there Is verv brisk competition among oyr

neighbours aoross the lines, and as the demand for
them s extensiro, it Is a matter of fomo momens for
s manufacturer to acquire the repitation of making
a first-class article. Between 70 and £0 mowers and
reapers were entered in the several classes specified,
the chief of which were alngle machines, combined
machines, hand-rakers, self-rakers, one-horse ma
chines, droppers, &c. A most claborate enumeration
of “points™ to be considered . the judges, pre-
scribed the princizies on which the awards are to be
made. A perusal of this document cannot fall to
convince anyone of the minatencess and thoroughness
with whick every part of the important implements
to which it rclates, have been studicd by inventors,
manufacturers and users of them in the United States.
The lengt' and th” kness of the grass and grain cut ;
the nataes of the weeds intermingled with the crop,
their proportions, averago length, and tougliness of
stalk : the tital amount of grass and grain per acre
ascertained both by measurement and weight ; the
cvenness of the cut ; the condition in which the grass
and grain are leR 5 the length of 5 abble, and whether
it is clean cut or totn off'; the closeness with which
the m chine works up to stones, stamps and other
obstacles, were among the * poinis ™ in relation to
the work done. .As to the machines, weight; price ;
extras furnished ; material employed ; workmanship
displayed , metals nseld for journal bearings ; heating
of the paris . dual. . spevd ; facilitics for viling ; por-
tability and comp-ctness; contrivances for sccurity
and comfort of driver; temper of cutting-knife;
whether sichle-vdged ot smooth-edged, were among
the * points™ to be carefully weighed. No. 40 was
to represent the best work that can be done § No. 30
ths best work that can be done with n uand-seythe or
cradle 5 No. 20 inferivr to any work a respectable
farmer would towerate: the gradation of work to be
expresed by numbers intermediate to these. Wten
all the points minutely specified are duly considered,
the judges are to make up their verdict by replying
to the following questions :—

(8.) Which is the cheapest machine. (b.) The most
simple in its censtruction. (c.) The most durable.
(.) Which requires the Ieast power. (e.) Which has
the least gide draught. (This will be determined by
its capacity to perform o given amount of work, in
wirkmanlike manner, in a given time, in the most
economical way.) (f.) Which does the mosi work in
the Jeast time, ~ (g.) Which does the best work. (h.)
Whick is managed with the most facility. In deter-
mining the last question, they will consider—(i.)
Which is the most portable when in operation, or
otherwise (j.) The arrangement for throwing in or
out of gear. (k.) Accessibility of parts for conveni:
ence of oiling, tightening nuts, &c. “ (1.) Convenience
and safely of the driver. (m.) Readiness with which
the machine may be brought into perfect operation
from a dead stand, and quality of work with slow
motion. (n.) Time and room occupied in turning
and avoiding abrasion of the turf. (0.) Adaptation
fo uneven #urfaces. cutting at different heights, and
to cutting"different kinds of grass.”

When the judges have determined these questions
they will procecd to decide which of the machines it
best adapted to the use of the furmer, by haviag the
greatest number of merits and the fewest defects

We mention these particulars, not as an exbaustive
account of the principles laid down for the gaidance
of the judgcs, but u¢ evidencing the thoroughness of
the tria, and as furnishing an example which may be
of use in future competitions under the auspices of
our own Society. h

The mowing machines were tested in a clover field
on the farm of Mr. W. S. Leacly in the Town of
Aurelius, four miles from Auburn. The crop was a
moderately heavy one, but in & very prostrate and
tangled condition. A heavy growth of the laige
coarse weed known a3 Erigeron Strigosun: was mixed
with the clover.. Obviously a' machine that would do
?ood work in such a ficld might be relied ¢n to per-
orm i‘s allotted task anywhere. It must be confessed
that the test was a scverc one.. Nevertheless the

| machines bore it bravely. Those whose performancs

we saw, cerlainly did their work well. While we
must own that all ‘was good, there was of course also

and bes! ;. but as we noticed only pars of the
competition, we shall not anticipate the judges’ award
by any verdict of ours. Each machine cut an acre.

There were no mishaps, and very few delays from



