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The Crops.

On another pago of our present issue wo give brie!
extricts trom our various exchanges regarding the
presant state of the crops m all parts of the country.

The clieets of the warm, growing weather, and

ho vefrosiing showers of the past fow wecks upon
vegetation of every kiad have been altogether un
precedented, and there is little doubt that the spring
crops of the present season wilt he among the heaviest
foryeargback. A prominent Oxfurd farmer remarked
m our hearing recently that his haycrop surpasses
11 appearance anything he has scen in Canada during
tho past therty years,

Spring wheat, and such portions of the fall crop as
eieaped ine killing-out process, look remarkably well,
anl the same remark will apply to barley, oats and,
indeed, all spriog crops. The potato-heetle has made
its appearanco in full forco as aunticipated, but the
vemedy for this pest is so generally known and effee-
{ive that the excrase of a litile vigilance is all that
is necessary to keepat in check.  We regret to learn
that ravages of the grasshopper have been rather
sovere i Lanawrk and adjacent countics. On the
whole we tinnk our farmer friends have this yea
very little to grumble about, and a very great deal
indeed ro feel thankiul for.

The Baglish Climate.

Tru.a winiestor canse, the climate of Great Britain
ischanging  Thue most noticeable fact is that, while
the winters are less severe, and the summers not «o
intensely hot as formerly, there has crept in what
my be caded a jumble of weather throughout th
year. Wehare cold when we should expeet heat,
aud warmth when we have every reason to look for
snow. Moteorolugsts, who pro'css to speak scien-
tutically, fail to un ighten us on the cause or causes
of tacse phenvmcua. It cannot be said that, a-
regacds the culturc of grain crops, or the rearing of
cattie, sheep, and other marketable animals, ther:
has been any fathng off.  lu these departments of
aflases, and we may add in the forest culture, there
has ravier beca an hinprovement than otherwise
Chaaga of climatz has been more especially demon-
strated in the case of fruit, the crops of which are ex-
ceecangly liable to be damaged by unseasonable frost
Cliace trosts in the later spring months are the
tarror of gardeners; and unfortunately the destrue-
tion wo cauzed is becoming so scrious in many places
that some kinds of wetl known fruit are no longer
worth cultivating. Detler, 1t is theught, to import
fruis than try to rearit. A paragiaph has been
giing the round of the newspapers regarding this
myaterious change of climate as concerns Scotland.
At a recend me tng of the Botanical Society, Mr.
M*'Nab read a paper on Further Evidence of Climatal
Changes in Scot anrl, aud mentioned that several olt
Scoteh gardencrs, as well as amateur cultivators,
concurred with his opintan, that many varicties o.
funt now cultaated in that country were by no
nenns equld to what they were about ten years ago
Ris on pippins and Nonpareil apples arc alleged to
be miterivr 1 size aid tlavor as werl &8 nuimber to the
specimens formerly seen. The Jargonelle pear, once
uxtensively grown aad thoroughly ripencd on stan-
dard trees i vanoua districts ot Scotland, is uow ex-
ce-dingly scwce. The famnous Carse of Gowrie
orchavds, which half a century ago were 30 remunera-
tive, and m which seventy varieties of apples and
thirly-six vanelics of pears were cultivated as stan-
dands, gtil exist, but with & sadly diminished pro-
duction of frmt,  The Clydesdale orchards aren the
same fading condstiun.  the damson shows signs of
becoming cxtingt, and the common black slos and
bra-ubleberries are wm ke manner on the decline.
trom the old mnute-bouks of the Caledonian Horta-
vitltaral Society it appeacs that from 1310 they offered
pnizes for peaches grown on open walls without the
ad of fire-flues; but after 1837 they were discon-
tiuned, and the generality sent are grown on flued
walls or in peach-houses.  Similar pamful evidence
was wiven with regard to cherries, gooscberries, and
Scodchegrown Amenican cranberrics; and even the
lilherts and hazel-nuts are, it iy stated, not by any
nran- so ilourisking now as formerly. From 1812 ¢+
1526 the large winte pappy was cultivated in the field
m varous parts of Seottand, tor the making of opinm;
and about nity years azo tobacco was frequently
grown in cectam distuiets,  All 1s changed or chang-
ing now, although several winters of late years have

seen remarkablo for their mildness, aud proved most
awvornble for fluwersng plants. ‘The Scotch, how-
ever, cannot fecd on towers, and are much to be
p:tied under the calanaty with which they an
threatened, of bamg dependent on our Baglish green
yrocets and fruitercrs %or their supplies of fruit.—
Chanibers' Jowrnal,

* @

The Duke of Sutherland on Dyramite.

A committee of the Commons, herded by Sir
John Hay, has been for some time inquiring into the
laws for vegulating the manufacture, carriage, and
uso of cxplosive substances. Cenerally speaking,
the representatives of the gunpowder trade who
havoe appeared as witnesses have held that this
compound is much less dangerous than the newerand
in some respects moro forcible explosive, such as
dynamite, gun-cotton, and nitro-glycerine.  Little
has been said on behulf of these compounds until
Friday, when the Duke of Sut e:land appeared
before the Commmttee, and gave cvidence of circum.
stances within his own Lnowledge and experienc
favorable to the use of dynamite. ~‘The Duke stated
that his men took to it very kindly, and wished to
zany the cartridges in their brecdios pecketsin order
w keop them at a proper temperature it was used
-u blasting up the roots of trees, and was so sudden
w1 its action that little or nune of the explosive fore
was wasted away through interstices, as was the
case with gunpowder.  They could do with dynamitc
for sevenpence work which would cost them sia
shillings with gunpowder. Owing to the railway
compunies dechining to carry 1t he could not gei
uear f so large a stock as he would like to have
For his own part, he would not object to travdl in
the same carriage on a railway with dynamite, hecause
t requived both concussion and heat to explode it,
wd though you might get concussion ona railway, you
were not likely to get both concussion and heat to
zether. It was made in Glasgow, and he trusted te
the manufacturer for its purity, lle was not awarc
that 1t gave off exhalations, and was very dangerous
ander thosc conntions. They, however, had not
wy accident during the threo months they had used
it. Such were the difficulties in getting it trans.
ported that they had to stow it away m hat boxes or
any other smugehng sort of thing, and when they
got 1t they stored 1t m boxes underground.  Mr,
Tohn Downie. manager of the British ™ Dynamite
Company, Ardler, in Ayrshirve, also gave evidence as
w the safety of dynamite w trausport, storage, and
1or general use.—N. B, Agriculturst,

"The Hop Districts and tho Frosts.

The Hop Jourral says:—*‘In the hop-growing
countics of England, as in the French vineyards, the
1rost has committed serious ravages, and, carly as is
the season, it is all but certain that the destruction
of & considerable jortion of he crop will be the
result. In some grounds, we are told, the irost has
done more 'njury than the oldes. mbabitants can
remember.  Ceitainly so severe a frost has not been
known in May for the last thirty years. In the low-
lying grounds, which in the hot forcing seasons are
the most prolific, the vine has been the most serious-
ly injured, the greatest ravages being observable
where the aubsoil is clay ; rocky aund deep subsails
cscaping with comparative little injury beyond the
hicads of the vine being cut, and the growth checked.
As one correspondent points out, the hop plant is far
more hardy in its nature than we geneml}y imagine,
orit would have been cntirely cat down, as have
pieces of peas, cabbage, &e., and even ash aud chest
nut plantations. As it is, the heads of the vine
hiave turned black, and the leaves, which first were
spotted, subscquently became yellow, and now the

rounds luok as though a tive blast had gone through
them.  Already we have roports of the flea 1w
myviads, and the great danger is that thesickly con-
dition of the plant—the effcct of the frosts and the
cold sharp winds—will lead to an increascof aphis, this
pest having already made its appearance in various
quarters.  Should this be the case, the growers will

he very fortunate if they mca})e a total blight. The

season, however, is yet carly, aud & fortnight of
warin weather, with %cm‘al showers, and especially a
steady wicrease of sught temperature, witl do wonders
for those grounds which have not suftered severely
Tire most that we can hope for under prescnt circuia-
ataaces in » partial crop.

AN agricaltural exlubition is new being held at
Urewen.

Tue crops in all parts of the Fraser and Cowichan
listricts of British Coluwbia look remarkably well,
wd give promise of an abundant harvest.

Tue farmers in Llinois are importing Norman
horses. The animals ara heavily beilt, and are
specially adapted for agrienliural purposes.

Tnar Duchess of Oneida, the two-year old heifer
purchased by W, J. Alexander at the New York
Mills sale last fall for $19,000, died cn the Alexander
Farm, Woodford Co., of pncumonia.

A CORRESPONDENT of one of our exchanges states
that & little buckwheat sown ameng potatoes is an
effcctual bar to the potato-bug. Ile has scen scveral
Jdelds planted in this way, and not a bug to be ob-
served in any of them.

‘Tur township of Puslinch is likely to suffer severe-
ly from tho grasshopper pest. They are of diminu-
tive proportions as yet, but when they attain the
stature of their ““ fathers” of last year, certain anni
tilation of the erops must be the result.

Tuz entire Ottawa Qistrict this scason gives pro.
mise of a more than usually abundant barvest. The
hay crop will exceed anything that has been pro-
luced for years, and the fall wheat, spring grain and
voot crops are alieady very promising.

Sir Hanry M. Tnomrsox,—This eminent agri-
sulturist died at Kirby Hall, York, on Sunday,
May 17th. e was born in 1509, became an original
member of the Ruyal Agricultural Society of England
m 1838, and president in 1867, besides filling various
sther offices of trust and responsibility. Ile will be
very much missed in agricultural cireles.

“Heart axD HoME."~This popular publication
has recently passcd from under the management of the
Orange Judd Co., and is now issued by the Graphic
vo. of New York. The first number of the new
serics i profuscly illustrated in the best style of the
*Graphic” art, and the reading matter is fresh
and vigorous as formerly. We wish the new pub.
lishers much snceess,

Burrer axp Cninst Excnaxce—The First Ane
nual Report of the Butter and Checse Exchange of
New Yorkis before us. Itis a well printed work
of some 150 odd pages, and containg, in addition to the
charter and by-laws of the Society, the Ninth An.
aual Report of the American Dairymen’s Association,
~ith transactions and addresses at the annual mect.

ng, list of members, factory reports, &e.  The work
s an interesting and valuable ono.

AR, Joux R. Cratg, of Edmonton, sailed by the
steamer of the 26tk ult. for Liverpool. e proceeds
o England, he informs us, for the purpose of select-
ing Short-horns und Cotswold sheep for importation
to Canada.  Our statement in the last issuc of the
Caxava FARMER, to the cffect that Mr. Craig had

disposed of all lug short-horns to Mr. Groom, of
Kentueky, was scarcely correct. It should have
read, “ a number” of his animals.

Tz Grangers held a Convention on the 10th uit..
at Indianapolis, and alopted a platform, one plask
of which was in favor of an irredecmable papoy

curreney.  To ail appearance, this Asseciaticn,
which was ¢xpected to introduco a new order of
things and punfy the wholo political atmosphere, is
mllm§ into the hauds of wire-pullers, who are deter-
auned to uso the farmers for the accomplishment of
thair own seifish purposes.

Dunixe the sittings of the Reformed Presby.
terian Synod at Philadelphia recently, the Commit-
tee on the Order huown as the Patrons of Husbandry
or Granges, presented ther report, which states that
they emphatically and unequivocally condemn this

and all other secret orders, as ensnaring, deceptive,
and sinfal in themselves, s prejudicial to the best
interests of society, and a lawless and incflicient way
of obtaining redress of gricvances. The report was
adopted by a unanimous vote.



