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The “Downing” Gooscberry.

The accompanying womleut isan illustyatun of
the new American gooscherry, knownas * the Down-
ing gooscherry,” of which great tlunguare spoken by
our ncighbors,  Mr. 1L 1L Hooker, of Koclicster,
writing on this subject sayw:

T was struck with the faet that we had aecoms
plished very little yet m improving this fruit, by
tinding on the coast of Maiue, an aburudanee of wild
goosebernies with fruit neanly as large 2ad good as
the Houghton ; growing without eare from man,
among rocks aad in poor soils, 1 we have dock as
goud as this too start with, it dv s 2ot speak well for
us that we have thus far done so hittle to secure
superior varicties adapted to the wants and tastes of
wrcitizens.  Experience with otber fruit shows that
we must look to native grown cedlings for vur most

3. The *Smith's Improved.”—This varicty presents
the habit of growth, slender branches, aud moderately )
rapid growth of the Houghton, with much larger
fruit, of a pale yellow or greenish yellow color, and |
excellent Qavor, thin skin, and excellent table cook.
ing qualitics, More vizor of growth iu this sort
would bo desirable, ita digposition to bear a very
Leavy crop of fruit being prominent.

1 am inclined to think pruning aud fiberal cultare
will suit this vanety, anl with these I do not sce
how it can fail to please. The accompanying cut was
correctly drawn from s wll grown plant in full fruit
of the NEW DOWXNING GOOSEBERRY. This
sort grows more in the style of rome of the forcign
varictics, Lut with muclt greater rapidity and vigor,
of root and Hranch. 1t has stout heavy wood, very
thorny, and with an abundant, rich foliage, which ia
our grounds rosnted all disease, apd held on with re.

Evergreens among Pear Trees,

thon ¥ ML Hyde, Vice-President of the Connectie
ent Mate Boand of Agriculture, planted a number o
small everfreens in a circular form around some pear
trees, simply for ornament, intending to keep them
down in the front of a hedge, and toallow the pear
trecs, **{ur cficet,” to appear above them. The
plan wes vegdeeted after o while—as many such plans
are- ard the evergreens soen onttripped the dwarfs,
azd towered up abovesnd uearly encircled them, It
came to b noticed after a while that while the pear
trees nway from the evergreens were irregular
brarers of rather inferior fruit, these within the

etrele were almost invaziably prolific, and the frnis
was of superior quality.  There was no other ap-

parent cause for his result then the intluence of the
cvergreens, henee the inference fu favor of protect on
vould seom to be 3 just one.

excclicnt and profitable zorts.  Little can be one to
shange or modify the constitation of a plant by
special car. or culture ; we must go to the sad for
all reliable variations ; and when any disposition to
vary from tho original wild type is discovered, we
must follow it up, and, in the end, seenre the resnlts
most desired.

So far as 1 know, the geoscherry has not in this
country produced many new and promising varie-
tics; it has held well to the habit of all wild fruits;
not to show much change, until, in the hand of man,
shosc conditions arcacenred which give safety to, and
ase for, individuals whose merit is not so much in
hardihood of constitution, as heauty, abundance and
excellence of fruit. Tho only improved American
gooseberrics which have come under my obscrvation,
ure tho following:

Y. The ‘“IHoughton Scedling.”—This strongly re-
sembles the wild type, but is more productive, some.
what larger, and better flavored than those found
growing wild, retaining the vigor and hardiness of
the original.

2. The ** Mountain.” —This is very different from
tho first, and offers peculiaritics of merit quite dis-
tinct and intercsting. Tho plant grows talland very
large, abundautly productive of fruit varying from
targe to quito small upon the samo branch; with a
tough skin, wild flors, and disposcd to bang long
upon the bush. Both this and the Fongliton arsered
in color.

markable persistence, uutil severe freczing 1cmoved
it. 'This heavy foliage proves of va'ue to the fruit,
not ouly in the cortainty of maturity, but by shicld-
ing it from sun scalding, which sometimes injures
other sorts. 1 cannot say that I have found the fruit
of “Downing” any great improvement in flavor over
the “ IToughton,” but it is twicc as large, and the
pale green color is preferable, as most of tho goose-
berry crop is now used {or various cooking and can-
ning purposes; it will, T think, be found that its in-
creased size, remarkable vigor and productiveness
good color and certain crop, will place it among the
real acquisitions in this fruit. I looked upon these
new sorts as additions of real merit in themselves,
and a ctrong assurance that from their progeny we
may rcasonably expect soon to sce 8 list of goose-
berrics possessing all the good qualities of the forcign
sorts, with the added recommendation that they arc
perfectly adapted by nature to our climate. \When
we have these improved sorts we shall find an cxten-
sive use and enlarged market for the fruiv now so
little valued.

Some gardeners and agricultural writers Iay much
stress on the value of forest leaves asa fertitizer, Dr.
Nichols ofthe Boston Journal of Chemistry says that
reckoning stable magure at $8 per cord, a cord of
dricd leaves (about 100 bushels he makes it) is worth
about 50 cents. They arcof somo value as an absorb-
ent in stables, but less 8o than straw, as they *“Yack

its reedy character and decom far more alowly.” | th
This will o 4

doubtless surprise somo yecders, but it is

probably correct.

This discovery, however, is nut a new onc. 1ho
influence of shelter belts on fruit trees, as well a3 on
farm crops, has long been known and taught Ly en-
terprising horticulturists, but like other improve-
ments not yielding immediate revenues, have heen
slow Lo adopt the plan. There is not a particle of
doubt as to their good cffects both for shelter and for
beauty. An orchard of any kind interspersed with
them would without doubt yicld bester recures, even
with onc-quarter or onc-thind the space given to
cve . Their pyramidal shape makes thoshade
they cast comparatively small, henee that is aclight
objection. If inclined to occupy space at the expense
of n convenience, they can be clipped, headed
back or sheared into almost any foru, and their
density of foliage only be increased therehy. 1
largely planted over the country as screens, riaclter
belts, or only interspersed hero and there through
orchards and farms, they would not only excrt a
special protection on adi'):\cent orchards, nnd vastly
beautify the landmxs)e. ut would cficct a geneml
amclioration of tho climate, which would be a uni.
versal benefit. The culture of evergreens is cnly in
its infancy as yet, and every fact or incident tending
to promote taste or inquiry in that direction may
j;stly bo regarded as a public benefit.—The Working

‘armer.

~—Farming should not be looked upon merely as a
means of subsistence, but adoqltcd partly with the
view of enablingus to cultivate the moral, intcllectual
and social powers, and tadischarge the duticsdevolv-
ing uponfus as citizens, under circumstances themost
favorable. It should not teud to make men mere
machines, who toil for the sole e of gratifying

eir ites, but and refine tothe est
g&t& perfection, all the better facultics of cur

ure.




