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THE

CANADA FARMER.

improvemeus of his farin.  During the first
three yeara the returns bavely paid tor the
Labowr.  Inthe fourth and fitth years manue
and judicious cultivation begm to tell.
From that time he put by mouney yearly, und
in the ninth vear trom the time of hig tust
investment he sold the farmfor §10 per aere.
Vit vour weveage to your purse, and be suve
in baying and stocking {o leave a large mar-
win upon which 0 Gl baek, i evops shonld
at any tune force You to wait.
Conow,

et ¢ @Iy ¢
H
'

Notes and Coxnments.
To tiw Lilitor. i

Sir.—It is much 0 be regretted  that joar
vataable journal dees not find its way into
every famner’s howse in Camnbi,. U s not,
howen e, the triling amount of the unnual
sabzeription which escludes your jnnaad
from many homes i which it is wigeatly
needed so much as o contemptible pres ey
dice entertained by short-sighted and ot
chetty farmers, who affeet to scorn all infor
tnation which has not been acquited by
themselves or their ancestors iu the dear
=chool of expesience.  When men are above
being indebted to printer’s ink, or their
neighbours, for new ideas, itis not surprising
that so many thould wo to the wall, Itis
astonishing that sueh a spirit should prevail,
and that the improvements and progress
which men of broader views are making do
ot arouse others to enquire wad investigate
~to go and do likewise.

I was much interested in some of the con-
{ents of your Januarymumber. Itiscertainly
very encouraging to learn, as we are told in
rhe firse article, that Mr. Johuson’s ¢ hulfrot-
ted sod 77 produced eight hundred bushels per
aere! Most ofus, I opine, would be thank-
fal for such a return alter a liberal doze of
Larn-yatd manure, supplemented  without
z'int by the usual “antifcials.”

Iwas on the poiunt of writing to you for
fuformation as to the cxpedicncy of winter
‘atiening sheep, instead of oxen, when I no-
Liced the Intter of J. M. Do you not think,
however. that well saved straw and a few
rools would be cheapar than, and yet a3 good
food as clover bay alone, and that access to
saaallivd snoew is a suflicfent substitute  for
water? In this neighbourhood few sheep
get anytkiog clse in winter wherewith to
quench their thivst, In deciding upou the
relative advantages of feeding sheep and
oxen. it should be remembered that sheep
vequire much less attendance and mmch less
expensive shilter than horned cattle. As
anone of wy aeighbours huve hud any expe.
rience in the matter. I shall feel obliged if
some one wito haz will inform me. through
your coinmus, which class of stock ho con-
siders the more profituble to winter feed. ull
things taken into account.

<X, Y. Z" has turnished you with a coma
wmunieation extolling the -dignity of ugricul-
ture? 1 donot intend to call it in guestion.
When tice circumstances of the furiner do not
impose on biin (as. unforfunately. they too

olten doy the necesaty for snch a luge
atmonng of physicnd labow as to render him
undit for wuch systenutic thinking. his oceu-
pation catls, or shonld eall, inte play nore
of the powets o the grad than any ether un-
der the sun. Beswdes which, e tnads, aad
often exercides, more manual shill than nny
artisan,  The and  advar Lages
which the fatiner enjoys ave nunetous, 1eal,
and Lating, Tuey are often dilatst upon,
ard Taeed not refer to them aow, Butiu
tanrness it choakd b searhed i the call-
e i net vt s disadvantiges csme.
crallyin a n-w comunty and dnoa clueate
suchas o= e certaindy shondl not be
chiosen by i persoit Whose gregarious lostinets

predasutes

ate very stronr Detained at home by press
of work in summer. and blocked in by snow
deitls o winter, e becomes shy aad taci
tntn s When, onee in o while. he does go
by * suctety,” he by, however well informed
he may be, totally eclipsed by the > diy
goods clerk,™ who occasivnaily condescends
to display his matevial wealtn (which isall
upon his backY, and his brain power (which
find its way to hiz tongne with wonderful
facility) at a party in the conntry,

Thege drawbacks are. however, small, in
comparison with the solid advantages of the
farmer's calling.
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Selection of Judges and Officers of
Agricultural Societies.
To the Blitor.

Si—The letter of vour corvezpondenii ¢a’

the “Judgments at Poultry Shows,” will
Lring to the wmindz of sour readers many
stwmilar instances of their own personal ex-
perience. showing the total wunt of capacity
in mauy of the judges appoiuted by our
Agricultural Societies, in every class.  Thiy
arises mainly from the negligence of the Di-
rectors of the Societies 1n not appointing
men practicully conversant with the duties
pertaining to the respounsible position of
judges ut our shows.  Much. we know, may
be said as to the dificulty of obtaining swit-
able and cupuble persuns to officiate as
judges.who do nat themselves competsin the
different classes ; and also of the lack, in
some gections, of men whoe are properly
qualified to act s judges in some particular
classes, men, especially, buving a knowledge
of the points of improved animals.  But this
difliculty can he overcome. to a great extent,
by the atrangement now practised in somo
counties, of exchanging judges with other
societies, thus giving a wider raage for se-
lecting men properly qualificd.

But.to commence at the beginning ot
things, our Agricultural Socictics, to come
up toany fair standard. must give more at-
tentivn to the selection of their oficers.
What would be thought ¢f a medical society
composed of farmers in general, smull law-
yers. und groce Yet such i3 the very
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system worked upoun by saome “Agricullural”™
Secwties. 1 know of u Society, whose tist of
oflicers, for yeuars, wag inade up on this prin-
ciple.  Beery Inokea-down merchant and
political hack, in a wide extent of country,
secid to be represeat ol da the 133t of ofticers
ol that Spviety.  The reanlt was that the So-
ciety's fimeds were Giittered anay  in ridicu
cufonsly  smali  premivms,  and  nobody
Khew wiete, Nobody took pains to biing
inte the county mny of the improved breeds
of stueh, aand, as a consequence, the agricul-
ture of that section ix un beltind the
time, The Society had done nutning towards
the creation of u tiste fue better breeds ol
stoek, wd Hitle tor the improvenat of hus-
bandry i geneval.

g

Bul s change: hus come over the spirit of
theiv dveans, wnd the Sovicty has this year at
its head an euergetie, thorough famer, with
a praciical understanding ot the pequire-
ments ol our agricultuve, and it is the infen-
tion of the ofticers to agitate the question of
devoting the Tuuds of tae Socicty tor the im-
portation of x horse for the use of the mem-
bers ; and we may yet see an improvement
in the agricnltnre of the d.striet s rapid in
progress as it was slow  and buckward
befere.

When moambers of dgricuttural Bacletie
see to clecting effictent and  capable officers
, to preside over their atfairs, we ehall  tind

little cause tu complain of the selection of
judges to detevmine and  award the prizes,
and less in the management ot the Societies
in general. There i certainly great room
! for nprovement in wuny Societies in these
« respecis. w. Y. Z.
Ontario, Canada, Febraary, 1869,
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Keeping Ice.

o the Elitor.

S, layout issue of 15th Febradry, ghge
|7G,l find an urticle entitled * Prescrying
,lee,” by J. M., in which the writer details
"the modus operandi of preserving ice and
" building ice-houses. It i3 not my purpose in
"this note to enter into any details about
buildings fitted to keep ice, but simply to
state a few facts, which can be fully substan.
tiated, showing that ice may be kept for sev-
eral years inuny sort of house or sbed, pro-
Ivided the ice is well packed around with
'sawdust. There is to be seen at thiy date
'(Febraary 22nd) ice three years old, being
1 the crop of 1866-7, at the residence of Hou,
_D. L. Macphesson, Chestnut Park, which ice
is as sound and good ns when firap put in:
not that uge in tee is auy advuntage, but this
goes to show what can be done towards its
| preservation,

L will briefly deseribe the whole secret,
rnsting it may be of some service to dairy-
“men and others, to whom a goott supply of
'licc in sammer is important. The house, or
‘rather <hed, is of wood, 12 by 14 feet inside
tmpeasure. [t was excavated about 14 inches
Uhelow the surrounding  suriace, this epace
being lilled up, or nearly so, with pine saw-
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