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The shove is o very exact copy (mdeed, it is more finished than the original) of a wood-
cut likeness, in the Lemidon Nustrated News, of a thirty-two months’ ol South Down
Wether, -vhuch tonk the fivst prize ( £20, and a silver medal) at the Iate Smuthfield Cattle
We were much pleased to obserse, at the Provincinl Exhibition, some
zood spromens of this exeellent breed. The improvement ot this useful, we may say
noble nunnal the Shicep, has been sadly neglected in Canada. Thousauds of pounds are
every vear drmed from the country, to purchase woollen fubrics, as well us the raw
waterml for the cousumption of our people, that nught just ag well be saved.  Qur climnte
is fuvourable s our ngricultual means and circamstances wre favouruble  and, now that the
furests wre clenred away, and the wolves driven back, everything 1s favouruble to the
breeding and management of Sheep.  Iiseases, to nuy extent, are never heaed of, and
sheep require. g least they recene very lutle attention 3 in a word, they are wmdigenous
10 Crondn. Why 1s 1t that so httle effurt is made by our Farmere to obtain the hest breeds ?
Why 18 the traveller alunyg our countey side-roads in the suwtner startled, a8 he pusses
every old stump or log, nud every other fence coruer, at the long-legged, sharp-fentured,
deer- (nat dear) loohing auiminds thut dart out from behind them.  Many of them me fit
for notlnug under heuven bat the dogs and wolves, and with fur too much bone even for
them ! Some Furners lane got disconraged, because, after incurriog a little expense, they
huwve not succeeded, at onces tu obtanng amnnals that were perfect in all points.
Although they were excellent for mutton, their wool was too coarse, or ton fine, or too
somethg: and, if the wool was unexceptionnble, then there was some faultin the quali-
ty of the mutton.

Shove, Enalund.

Now, although it may be, and is difficult ta get everythitg just right, yet st can be done,
and is doue.  Whence comes the fine wool that cuters into the composition of our
inported broad cloths ! or from which the heautiful cloths are made (fit for the back of o
prince) that are turned out fiom some of onr own mnnufuctories ; to wit, McKechanie's
(of Cobourg), Gamble's (Vaughan), Gorhuw's (Whitchuich), or Barber's (Sueetsville) ?
{t did not come down fiom the shies, nor, we very much fear, from off the backs of
Canndian sheep, Al that is required is n little trouble in the outset.  Twenty good sheep
would be iufinutely more profitable ; require less food to keep them ; and, from the
abseace of jumping qualities, would stay wheve they were put, and give less trouble, than
the flocks of fifty nnd siay thut are now scen in many Farmers' fields.  We  exteact
the following 1emurhs on the South Down breed of Sheep from a work by Mr. Spooner,
of Southmmpton :—

* The Soutit Down (or, rather, the improved South Down, for there is a great differ-
ence between the two) possesses most valuable qualities: with a propeusity o fatten infe-
sior only to the Leicester, but wath later maturity (often thirty-two months, though con-
siderably shorter than what it ouce was), this breed are excellent travellers, well adapted
for folding, hardy compnred with the Leicester, and capable of living on short pasture, und
perhnps the best of all breeds for the Down farms of the South of England.  “I'he mutton,
tov, is more esteemed than any other, with the exception of the small inountain sheep.
Perbaps there is no ancicat pure breed of sheep that hins undergone so much improvement
as the South Down, and it uffords the owners of other breeds a proper example, showing
whnt can be done by care and atteotion, and the application of proper principles. Nothing
can sfford » better proof of the sterling qualities of this breed than the fact, that, some
tweaty or thirty yeuvs since, the price of South Down ool rendered the flecce a matter
of great importance: nnd now, although the price is reduced to one-third (and it can never
expect ta realise much ndvance), yet, notwithstanding this, the valuable qualitics of the
animnl, and the improvements that have been made, have enabled the breed still to retain n
foremast 1nnk in public favour.

TO TIHIE CANADIAN PUBLIC.

We have taken the first step in an almost
untrodden ficld of Canndian periodical litern~
ture. The limits whicls describic our range
of uction are commensurate with the broad
expause of British North America; nod the
labour before us is immense. At the very
outset of our caveer, ot us survey the grest
field on which we ave entering, and inquire

~ its actunl condition.  Little more than
nnifu century ago Cunrda West was one vast
unbrokec primeval forest, over which the red
nan held undisputed sway 5 and in which in.

numerable juroads have now been made; a
hinrdy race of industrious farmers have seat-
tered themsclves over the country, and thous-
ands are renping, in the undisturbed enjoy-
ment of active independence, the rewards of
their toil.  Civilization has spread, like a re-
sistless tide, over the fuce of the country;
whose powers of production are étendily be-
ing developed.  During the Jast year, 1,435
vessels were employed” in conveying across
the bosom of the ocean, the surplus products
of the grateful soil, and hringing hack the
manufacturcs of the qid world. * Thyt the

progress, an Canada, of Agriculture and Com-
meree has been rapud is o pleasing reflection ;
that they mught have advanced more mpidly
15, .t the same tune, undeninble.  Tu every
tranch of human industry the great thing is
to start wecll.  Habits once formed aie not
readily abandoned; picjudices once unplinted,
ofteu require generatiots to crndiente them.
Que uge pays u sort of superstitious deference
to the customs and opinous of that which
preceded it ; pimctices, errgneous, inconve-
nient aud absurd, are chershed and retmmed
for no other reason than that we were taught
them m boyhood und pracused them 1n envly
Esery country has its peeunliare
ities, its settled customs, and most have their
irremstable prejudices.  In France, the very
centre of European civilization. many of the
rudest practices in Agriculture are still re-
tuined.  The old-fashioned, clumsy emt,
which of ntself is almost a load for a horse, 18
still 10 use s the plougih s heavy and unimprav-
ed: toften 1equires threeyohe of onen and two
men to perform the lnbour which an English
plongh und pair of horses would perform.
In Switzerland the hay crop 13 sull carried
from the field to the Curw-yard, und frow the
furm-yard to the market, on the backs of
wmuales, the bodies of which are so complete'y
covered with the load that no part of the ant-
mal but its feet con be scen.  In the County
of Surrey, in Englwd, wihin ten miles of
London, the stute of Agriculture was, a few
years ago, infimtely and nlmost hopelessly
behind that of Lincoinshure and Yorhshire.
Improvement 1s now tahing place, but not so
wuch by the removal of nauve prejudice as
by the mngration of favmers from the lutter
to the former counties.  Farms that were
profitless under the }d system, have yielded
fortunes under improved modes of culture.

wnnhood.

The Agriculture of some parts of France,
Switzerlund, and of the ditferent Counties of
Eunglund, stihingly illustrates the power of
prejudice aud customs over yeason § uud as
forcibly shows the necessity of adopting, in
the very wfancy of a new country. such
practices as are recommended by the tried
expericuce of those who ave confessedly
more ndvanced in their hnowledge of the art.
It is ouly by collecting descriptions of the dif-
ferent practices of different countries, and by
comparing them together, that a correct
judgment of the merus of each can be forined,
and the best sclected and submitted to the
test of experiment.  There must be a meds-
um through which to convey these inportant
tucts, and this information to the public. T'he
Canada Farmer has been established for the
purpose of supplying that wedmn to the
Farmers of Canadn West. The Editors do
not come beferce the public pretending to be
*wiser than every body”—to Iny down plans
and rules of their own superior to those of
any oue clse.  Nor do they, on the other
hand, fecl themselves the less qualified to im-
prove the practices, aud ndvance the jnterests
of Canadian Agriculture because they ave
young, and are not all engaged in the actunl
business of farming. Not one in ten of the
Agricultural papers published in the United
States or in Great Britain, is edited by a
practical farmer.  In fuct, the uscfuloass of
such papers, which cvery person of intelli-
gence now admits to be very great, would be
nearly destroyed by such na. arrangement.
Thie business of an Editor is not 1o experi-
wnent himself, but to record and make public
the experiments of others. If, as stated by
Professor Johnaton, there are ¢ two hundred
willions of men” engaged in the daily prac-
tice of agriculture, their cxperience will surely

afford envugh to occupy the attention of an
Editor without dipping wio the sod lnmeelt.
The time spent by an Editov in furming (ard
it would require, to carry iton i such n way
as to henefit himself, or euable him to benefit
others, the whole of tus time) is just <o inuch
subtracted from his paper.  What an Editor
- quives, i8 a sufficient acquuntance with
agriculture as anart (i.c.withithe practice of o)
to enable lim to understand the nnture of the
different subjects that may he discussed o
1eferved to, and to form a good judgment as
to what would be useful, and applicable 1o
the nnture und wants of the country. e
shonld know something of agiiculture e n
scienee, or he will net be nble to understand,
apprecinte or explun the experiments and
discoveries of scientific men, whase nttention,
1t 15 the pecubiar advantage of omr own times
to find, is being zenlonsly directed 1o its 1m-
protement.  Ife will constuntly be linble to
be musled, and to mislend others. He shoul
have at least & general ncquaintance with
books, sons to be able. as occasion requires,
to make a proper use of their contents, e
should be able to write with phioness and
perspicuity.

We have examined onr own qualifications
with reference to the nabove points, and
though, if strictly ** weighed in the balance”
we might be * found wanting,” vet we know
that in a lttle time, aund with a little pains,
we can increase the weight of our metal.

— - -
RECEIPT FOR CURING HAMS.

Take an ounce of saltpetre for each ham

and one pint of molusses to every pound of
saltpetre.

Then take a quarter of a pound of common
salt to every pint of molasses used.

Heat the mixture till it nearly boils, and
smear the meat side with it heeping the anx-
ture hot and rubbing it weli, especiaily around
the bones nnd recesses.

Let the hams lie after this from four to
seven duys, according to the size of the hams.

Then pluce them in nsalt pickle, strong
enough to bear an egg, fur three wechs.
. : :
T'hen soak cight hours in fresh water.

Thenhang in the kitchen, or other more
convement place, to dry for a fortnight,
Then smoke from threeto five days, ur till
well smoked.

‘Then wrap them up in strong tar paper,
tying it close.

Then tie them tight in bage of coarse un-
bleached cotton, stuffing in shavings, so that
vo part of the paper touches the cotton.
Hang them near the roof in a garret, angd
they will never give you any trouble.—{ Miss
Beucher's Receipt Book.

SWINEY.

I have a recipe for curing the swiney that
I got hold of the athier day, accidentally, just
in time to cure « horse of mine that was taken
very lame. And by the bye, I got it for the
trifling sum of six bits. Ilook upon it as
being nhead of any thing of thc{:ind that
is going ; two or three applications being sut-
ficient for iy horse, and he was apparently
well in two day's.

Take the proportion of one pint of the
spirit of turpentine, one ouuce of” Spanish
flies, halfa pound of lard, half « pound of
rosin. Melt the lard and rosin together;
when partly cool, put the other two ngredi-
cats in, and shake till thoroughly mixed.

T suppose that it is always well to bleed for
the swincy the first thing. To apply the
mixture, shake it well, and rub it in well with
the hand, so as to get it into the hair thorough-
ly. Apply it freely to the part affected once
in two days. In hot weather ‘let the anjimnl
stand in the sun; in cold, heat it with a boz
iron. It is perfectfy safe and sure, aud fegves
no mark other than to take the hnic off, which
comes on again directly.—]Correspondence
fiom the Prairic Farmer. ., 3



