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ways and-thoughts. The-difficulty is,
"'*hy does not God thinki as I do;
and- act, as I think Hè should. Iu'
shött.he difficulty-is one of rational-.
idinand not of faith. The saine faithi
that ënables ùs to acëeptall, the óther
mysteries of our faith, and wait
p'tiently for their explanation in th' I
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LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF
JAMES HAMPTON,,

FOUNDER. OF TUE MIsSION TO TE BLIND,
IN CONNECTION WITH TUE METROPOLI-
TAN TABERNACLE.

dY G. HoLDEN PIÉE.

Jaies Hampton was born iii the
year 1829; 'and at the timeof his bifth
his parents lodged at a public-house
i Drury-lane, an anöient, squalid

ditriet of western London, which en-
joys;ihe reputation of baving cradled
th .plague of the year 1665. Other
districts have improved-have, indeed,
had ·thèir tenements swept away, té
maàke rooi fór bi·oad streets and pàIa-.
twal pifës,; but Drury-lane, like the
Pyremids, seems to defy time itself;
andenitury after-centmry to rétai n its'
oercro'wded courts and pestilèntial
aidòsphere. The elder Ham'pton *Ws.
a hotsé-painter ; he and his wife werîe
slaveà of drink;• so that with evxy-
thg against him, the early days of
their son. James weie altégether un-
prQmising. His p]ay-ground Was a
spreadig nét-i#ork of , Coffs and
alleys ; his companiops ere1he wän-
dering Arabs and juvénile pariahs of
the streets; his house was unworthy

f#ti&e; nabl3à 'dé to accept of thiW
tiùth' also. "Thes& shail go away'
intâeilUsting fire but the righteou.
intb lifè etëini1.;" It may seemhard
thus to:condem'n ètërnally,but we nay
rest assuted that God is not less juat,
or lee,üëiiiful, than Ée, Ris sinful
creatiïes.
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of the name- a mere drinking-den-
and his pàrents were never kind. A
more rough and uncanny rearing thanf
his, in the Lôndon-of forty years ago,
it *öuldlJé difficult to imagine; and
abeing who dil nôt!come out of it a
1ñok'àl -wrëôk, pay well ascribe his
preservation.to the grace of God alone.

Yet James Hanipton received an
education-of a kind, and, meagre as
it was, his book-learning made him
supeior to hi 3ighbours. For four
years he attended the sehools of New
Church Court, in the Strand, though

main part of the discipline there re-
ceived consîsted'in thrashings on ac-
count of playing truant, in company
with- dissolte companions. Instéa
of sitting down to: thëir books, thè
youngsters would pzoceel to the watér-
side, to wallb'w irthe mud in search of
hefffnce'wbiah .would be tossed from
the bidgè 'by spetators, by way òf
sport.. By sucl iihIfl 1-means, cop-
pers to .the amount 6f threepence 'ór·
fou4ieàe a-day were sometimes db-
tained' ää the practice was con-
tiüiea iirtii JmèsHampton reached
liàs ténai orï éleyerith yèar, whenlife:
changes'dò¥ùnã, for .hilithb'yung
advaiiturer aà 'qite unprepared.

At têñ' yèars of age' lie lëft 'oèhdol,
ad åt fie sane tiinà-ho was tånedi
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