“made me  uncomfor
teachers to induce their scholars to sign
“the-pledge. - Durmo those addresses T was
. alwa.ys busy scanning my Bible, for T'could ||
Some’

Inswcetncss may fadoaw ay
But: aftcr tho silence and fudmg :
flhcm lmgcrs, untold und unpmccd

¥ or tho hvmg Chrxst, xs lovmg. -
And the loving Christ is alive!
Hislife ]udden in usis movmg
--Us ever to pray and to striv [
G x\lns! that'e’en in ourstriving
 Wo labor like spmts in prison,
e _1' 'orgetting that Jesus isliving, |
I‘orget.ting the Suviour has risen

L \VeJom in tho Easter ro;mcmg.
B And echo each glnddemng st,rain, .
** While a Ditiful minor is voicing
" Qur own seeretb doubting or pain. ]
“"\¥e weave Him a shroud of our sadness,
+ - We cover His smile with our gloom,
And drive back the angel of gladness
" That waits at the door of the tomb,

. 'Wo forget that our own hearts have hidden
Our Christ in a grave of our own;
We forget that our own hands are bidden
To roll from the threshold the stone,

Yot our tcu.rful eyes, drooping and weary, - |-
dating ours by thirty years or so, -

With watchmg in sorrow and fear,
Might see, like the heart-broken Mary,
That the Lord is alive—and isnear.
—Irom Songs of the Easter,
—_——

[For the Messenger.

- AN HONEST CONFESSION.

T .'is a tobacco smoker from my early
days. " I saw nothing wrong in it. Not
early. in ‘life, I b(,cmne a Christian, and
still smoked, and commiserated, as cranks,

those who thought Christians should not

After a while 1 weakened on
I ceased smoking on the streets,

smoke.
tobacco.

ags.in tho Sunday-school. I
the tloublo that awaited nio.

tm.ble. He uxged the

not look into the face of my pupils.
of the members of my class, ceased sitting
near me, and would turn their heads: away,
when I bent near them. pressing them to
have a personal interest in Christ.  This
worried me. I attended our weekly
prayer-meeting. One evening, before the
service had begun, I wasspeaking to alady,
sickly and dohca.te—she held back her
head, and said—‘Do keep away, for I can-
not bear the smell of that horrid tobacco.’

Oh, it was.cruel, more than a dozen heard

it; I felt, I cannot tell how I felt, I
staggered 'to my seab. I sat during that
hour dumfounded. I slunk out while the
benediction was being pronounced. It was
a cold night, but I'was excessively hot. ~I
took a ]ong walk, I .was angry, ashamed
and gricved. I went home. Ilooked at

that poor innocent pipe that had often

solaced me, but now disgraced me, I.had
one bitter ery, ‘Oh, God help me.”  Away
went pipe, away went tobacco. And now
Iserve him with clean hands, clean lips,
and praise him with sweet breath,

One word, fellow-Christians who smoke—
‘Present your bodics a living sacritice to
God.” - *Know ye not that your bodies are
members of Christ,” ‘Ye are not your
own. Wherefore, if meat maketh my

. brother to stumble, ¢T will eat no flesh for

evermore.’

OP]"\T THINGS.

Lydm. an open heart.—Aec. xvi. 14,

'\Inrthn, an opon honsc,—Lu. X, 3.

Tho poor \\u’io“ an open pulsc.—Mk. \u 42
Bereans, an opcn Biblo.—Ac, xvii. 11, :
Zincharias, an open mouth.—L. i, 61.

Ihe blind man, opened eyes.—JIno. ix, 30,
Peter, an open door:—Aé, Xii. 10,

Stephen, an open heaven.—Ac. vii. 56,

Jesusg, an open tomb.—lm. .\\Lv. 2.

;Thc Christian, ..

' bhecheapest'

limagive \g
| Otherwise well:educated, to:speak

Horace.

aiul even at home tried to émoko stealthily.”

iits thoroughn
co pledrre of the school-
f the supermtendent‘

variety, of style. and binding,

in ‘every  langoage, and Tr
thosé ho, ciniiot buy.it," yet,
knowled«re of-its‘contents than one:would.
L;am‘o - “well-edueated:

] etl'lcblv,"
3UPPO8Es ‘ac-
from the

for.a liberal educntxon pie
quaitance with the. Blble, simply
literary standpoint. :

One has only to take in charge 4 cluss of
youhg men or women in the' Sunday-school
to prove ‘to one’s. satisfaction: that - the
Bible is an unknown book:to ‘st of their
number; ' Ask for a texb in Deuteronomy,
and you will observe the puzzled ‘fingers
fumbling about Isaiali. - Inquxre for’ Amos,
and one and atother. will ‘grope.for this
prophet among Judges, Ruth'and Firstand
Second Samuel.. The epistles ‘ave:aliope-
less labyrinth to " these  students..They
never can locate Ephesians, Colossians and
Philippians, and llebrews belongs ‘ulso to_
the region of the vast une*{plored Z
A pnrb of child-training in the- days ante-
vas-the
requirement of reading - the: Scnpf:ures
daily,  with ‘the frequenb memorizing - of
chapters and psalms, - Sometunes,-?an dal-
ways, from a .mistaken ~sense sof: . duty,
children were compelled -to study.-portions
of Scripture /by heart as & punishiieit;
just as unfaithful schoolboys . were. set to
the copying. of long passages in Milton, or
the translating of extm lines in Virgil and
It: ‘was 'an  error: of:judgment
which ever associnted the’idea’of penance |-
with Proverbs or Psalmng, -but the:habit of
reading the Bible as regula.r]y ag.one went
to' bed or n.rose, ‘was. notpenitential ;>on
the contrary, it'was en] joyed, and wlhieii once'
formed 48 & necessit f‘ the

‘famious. for oultir

in the line ¢

cirele, said m\presswely L ‘
‘I regret to observe in'. tlns class.an eu-.,
tire lack-of acquaintance with.a hbtle book
known as the New Testament. Indeed;'T
am 8o much embarrassed by. this; that-Tam
compelled to suspend further proceedm«rs
in this part of our work until every.mem-
ber of the class shall have bought and read
a Testament.
gently in your present condlbmn of imper- 2
fect preparation.’

In: Christian households where f'umly
prayer is regularly aintained, children
acquire unconsclous]y a measure of fami-
liarity with the Bible from hearing it read,
or from reading it verse about, When
children arein the habit of going to ‘chiirch
every Sunday with their elders they hear
in'the course of & year a good many pnssages
of Scripture. If the pastor occasionally.
comments on what he reads, giving a brief
incisive word of explanation or suggestion,
their attention is apt to be cllnclnd as.a
hammer drives home a nail. It would be
well for all of us, whether children: or
grown people, to fix our mindson what'we
hear in church, remembering not on]y the

‘text, and as much as. possxb]e of theser-

mon, butalso the chapter read, the respon-
sive readings, and the hymns, . -
Whether . we have ever read our B1bles
methodically or not, is not,. however, ‘so
much the practical questmn as whether we
may not do so for the rest of our:lives.
Perhaps the consecutive method, straight.
through from end to end, as J ohn: Ruskin
snys was his custom when a child. beside
his mother’s knee, is not the best: for us.
There are many éxcellent ways of studymnr
the Word. One is to take ib.up by ‘char-
| acters, as. Moses, David, Samuel, ‘reading
the. complete biography of each “of bhese
wmen, finding all references to them in other
parts of - the Bible, and, as 4 slde-lwhb
reading what . one can discover in: lnstory.

.| of the current manners and customs of their

perlod :and of contemporary civilization.,
- Another way .is to_select a topic, ‘a8

1 I‘.uth, Love, Pmyer Puuse : Subnussmn,

morning the teacher pauscd ‘and:looking | -
earnesbly into “the faces. of the ssembledv

We cannot go onintelli- |

ents.’

sad. 'Why i Jacob Iove Joseph fiore than hisother
" | sons? “Who was Joseph's mother?:- What other::
> son. had Rachel 2.-What gift of Jove did"Jacob

i glve Joseph §.-How old was Joseph at: thls time?

Agam. one’ may: take:

i reud it through, looking. ot the -marginal
16| Obes
v1is plollﬁc of'good results, -~ -

~This: will take’time and cure, but,

“; Among helps to Bible: readmg, a standnrd‘

-Bxb‘e dxctmmu'y, a good commentury “Dr..
| Thomson's ¢ The Land and-the Book,’ and

similar works; 'aré of much value, - ‘A book

| published by Harper & Brothers, entitled |

“Christ: in'the Old Testament,’ furnishes
very delightful reading, "Bub better than
all-"books. about the Bible is tho Bible

|itselt, and to one .who has learned to love

it, it isas ioney and the honey-comb.
To such a soul -the strife of discussion,
the shifting winds of argument, the crm-.
cism of . scholars, may have a passing
interest, ‘and regret may be awakened that
good “men. lose their tempers, and. that
great ecclesiastical bodies are rocked as by
a tenipest_over affairs which never touch
the great Book nor in the least menace its
integrity.” Here it stands, the refuge and
the -sanctuary into which storm-beaten
spirits have run for safety and shelter ; the
unspeskable consolation of martyrs and
confessors in- every age: the manna for
God's siints in their "desert pilgrimage ;
the - pll]dl‘ of cloud'and the pillar of fire ;

the ark in which our best things are laid | .

up ; over and above all, the Book which
reveals Christ to fallen man, Christ the
human, Christ the divine, our mediator,
our_ Saviour. - A book alike for.the learned
and for theilliterate, for the happyand for
the wretched, for life’s tumults, and' for
death s dmkemng twilight.

" ¢Holy Bible, Book Divine, .
Precious Lreasuru. thou art mme,

mn.y be the expresslon of each Chnstmn 8
heutt

- But’ do not let us senttmentnhze over
our Biblesonly.  Letusread them. When

- we do this, with prayer and pains, we shall
“:| the more ev1dont.ly grow in grace.—Aunt
: 'Wcmm ic, ”-v Ghr:ﬂsttquntclh Juwu. -

SCHOLAR’S 1\’OTES
i (From ’Wevtmmstcr Qucehon Book.) -
. fi,,~ . " LESSON IL —APRIL 8, 1894,

DISCORDIN JACOB'S FAMILY.—Gen, 37:1-11.

_COMMIT TO MEMORY Vvs. 3, 4.

GOLDEN TEXT.

‘Seo thut ye fall not out by the way.'—Gen,
45:2

HOME READINGS.

M, Gen. 33 :1-20.—Jacob’s Meetling with Bsau.
T. Gen. 35:1-15.—Jacob Revisits Bethel.

W. Gen, 37 :1-11,—Discord in Jacob’s Family.
Th, John 15:17-27.—Jesus Hated, :
F. Rom. 12:1-21.—Love without Dissimulation.
S, 1John 3+ 11-84.—Hatred—Murder.

S. Psalm 133:1-3,—Brethren in Unity,

.LESSON PLAN.

Y. Jospph Loved by his Father, va, 1-3.
. JI. Joseph Hated by his Brothers, vs. 4.
IIX, Joseph Envicd for his Dreams. vs. 511,

- TIME.—B.C. 1729, ten years after the last lesson.

PLACE.—HObron, ‘twenty miles south of Jeru-
sulem. :

OPEN ING ‘WORDS.

Jacob, after he had met his brother Esan, went
to Shechem, and thenee to Bethel. Ho then went:
southward as far ag Bethlchem, w here Rachel
died.” Finally hesettled in Hebron. Iere Joseph
grew up until he was seventeen, a well-trained,
godly boy. Onelesson to-day tells us how he in-
curred the hatred of his brot;hers. .

HELPS IN STUDYING.

1. Stranger —sojourncr, 2, Gencrations —
fomily history. Z'he sons of Bithah—Dan and
Naphtali, - Z%e sons of Zilpah—Gad and Asher.
Their evil report—the report of their evil doings.
3. Isracl loved Joscph—because he was the son
of his best-loved wife and of his old age. Ben-
jamin was geb very young-—only about_one year
old. A coatl of many_colors—cither & long gar-
mont; with slecves and fringes, or-one composed
of pieces of various colors, 4, Could nol s aak
peaceably ~would  not - say, ‘Pcaco be to thee.’
the form of saying ‘Good morning’ in those days.
5. Joseph dreamed ¢ dream—hig dream waspro-

hetie, - foretelling his future honor over. his

rothers.. . 10. His father rebuked him—Joseph's
dream gecmed lacking in duc honor to his par-
- Observed the ‘saying—it made an 1mpres-

sion on the father'smind,. .

‘QUESTIONS, -

. INTRODUCTORY,—What was the subject of the
Iast lesson 2 - Give the history between tho lust
and - this. lesson. -What . were_tho -names of-
Rachel'stwosons? Title? Golden Text? Les-
son. Plan? Time? Place? Memory verses?

1. JosErn Lovep BY His FATHER. vs. 1.3.—
Where dul_ Jucoblive? How many sons lind he?

- TI,. JosEPH. HATED -BY His BROTHERS, V.. 4=
How did Joseph's brothers’ fecl: toward  him?
Why did: they ha.ne hmﬂ ~Ho id .they-show.
thelr hatred?:.

“JIL JosEPH Envmu FOR ms DrEaM

—What was Joseph's first drewm ?: Wlinh' waus .,
the second ?- 'What ovents :did tnese. dreanis’
foretell 2. Gen. 42 6, 9. How dld Lhey aft‘ect, lnsf:‘

brochers - ;
PRACTIGAL LEbSONS LBARNDD.

l The e\ il ho.l:o thoso who mterfere with their

evil. wa,

&3 'l‘he good should never countena.nce the ewl

by concealmg it.

‘8. Family dlscordshould be u.voxded there can~ :

be no true home withoutlove,.”: -
. 4, God's hand rules over the acts of men.

REVIEW" QUESTIONS.

‘L Whero was Jacob now hvingz Arrs. 'In the"-r

land. of -Cauuan, wherun ‘his: father was- .a

stmn cr,

hich of his sons dxd Jacoblove most ? Ans.

Ji oseph. beeause he was the son-of his old age.

3. What mark of affection did. Jacob givbi

Joseph? Ans. He ga,ve lnm a. “coat of many
colors,

4. How did Josepl. 'S brothers feel towa.rd him?.

‘Ans, They hated him, and could not speak peace-
n.bly unto him, -
What inereaged their hatred? . Ans.! Two

drcnms of Jose{;1 which foretold lus future :

authority over ¢

" LESSON IIL—APRIL 15, 1894.. '

JOSEPII SOLD INTO EGYPT.—Gen.- 87 : 2336, -

COMMIT T0 MEMORY Vs, 26-28,

- GOLDEN TEXT.

Ehh evil ngmnsh me; bﬁtz Go& mea.nb
'—Gen, 50:20,

HOME RDAJ)INGS .
M. Gen. 37:12-22, .. Joseph Visits his Brethren,
T. Gen. 37 ;23-36.--Joseph Sold into Egypt.
V. Luke 22: 1.6, 47-51, —desus Sold.
Th. Acts 7 : 1-16.—God's Purpose.
I, Psalm 37 L18.—'Commit thy Way unbo tho

S. Psalm 69 1-17.—The Pmycr of the 'Troubled.
S. Rom. 12 : 9-21.—0vercome Evil th,h Good. -
LESSON PLAN., :

1. Joseph Seized, vs, 23,24,
II. Joscph Sold. vs. 2528,
I1L Joseph ‘Vlournul. vs. 29-36.

TIME.—B.C. 1729, soon after last lesson.‘

‘Ye thon
it unto £00

Pr.aces.—Hebron, twenty miles.south of Joru-.
galem; Dor.lmu, u.bous soventy milos north-cush_
: ot Hebton. i

OPENING WORDS. ;

ing him tho'cont of many colois,’

othel; ways, first oxclte tho ‘envy and hatred - of
| his brothers. : Joseph's:drecams.added foel to the -
1 flame, 'I‘hoyha.ted lnnuot the'miore, and plotted '
| to sell him into Lgppt’. T

tn empty cistern for catching rain-water, dug in
theground. 25. Ishmaclites—descendants of Ish-
mael, Abraham’sson by Haga, called Midianites
inv. 98, Gilcad—the region east of the Jordan,
Spicery and balm and myrrh—still the products

of that region, 27. ‘Were conlent—satisfied to do
ns he advised. 28, Zwenty pleces of Mlver-—
shelkels, about fifteen dollars, the price of a slave
under twenty yearsold, Lev. 2735, 31, Dinped
the_coat—to- give the appearance that Joseph
had been killed, 31, Rent his clothes —showing
his grief, 38, Pharaoh—the km" of Lgypt;

QUESTIONS,

InTrRODUCTORY.—Whatmark of love did Jacob '
‘| give Joseph? How did his brothers feel toward

Joseph? What incrcased their hatred of him?
Why was Joseph sent to them? Title? Golden
Text ? -Lesson Plan? Time? _Place? Memory
verses?

I. JoseEPI SEIZED, vs. 23, 24. —How did Joseph's
brothers feel when they saw him?. What did
they first do to him? What did they then do?
What was the condition of the pitt . -

I1. Joserx SoLD. vs, 25-28,—What happened.

as they were eating?  What did Judah proposc?
What was donc? Which is the sixth command-
ment . What did .our Sn.\ iour suy of this com-
mandment? Matt, 5:21, 22,

JIT, JosEPrt MOURNED, Vs 20 36,—What is

snid of Reiiben? Why did he refurn to the pit?
How did he express his grief? What did Joseph's

brothers do with the eont? How was Jacob"

.Tncob's partiality for Jose h. as shown by gu‘-
P ‘and doubtlessin

‘93 Was come 2unto, hzs brethrcn—m: Dothnn. .

| where they were feeding their flocks, 24, Pit—

affected? How did he express his grief? What .

did his family do? What did Jacob sny to thom ?
“What beenme of Joseph 2 .

PRACTICAL LESSONS LEARNED.

1. Envy leads to hm red, hatred to malice, nnd
go to a readiness to injure others, .
2, The one who hales his brother is a murderer
in spxrit if notin deed. -

3. God overrules for good tho evil plans and‘

decds of men. :
4. God will be with hig clnldrcn nnd wrll care
for them in their trials.

- REVIEW QUESTIONS. .

What did Jose{)h s brothers ﬂrst do .to him.

\vhen he came to them? -Ans. They stript him’
out of his cont of many coloxs, and cn.st; hun into

a glh to die there.

What did they ﬂnnlly do with him:?~ Ans.

They sold. him-to a company of Ishmnelites for -

twenty pieces of silver,

“What did the Ishmaelites do wxhh Josoph'l !

Ans, They took him into Xgypt, and sold him to
gotxphnr, an oﬂlcor of Phamoh tho king of
Lgypt

4, How dxd Joseph's brohhers decewo their -

father? - Ans, They dxppcd Josephs coat in blood
and sent it-to him,

5. What did ‘Jacob do ‘when' he. receivcd the -
coat? Ans. He rent his clothes and put on sack- -
cloth'and wept for Joscrh. thmkmg that o wxld il B

L(.OS. PR

bmsb hud t,orn him t.o p




