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REV. THOMAS SPURGEON.
A late number of the Christiai gives

sketch of the life of tlie Rev.. Thomai
Spuirgeon'hvicl will'be of special interes1
in view ôf the faclt that he is now in cliarg
of the pulpit siýonjfilled by his illustrio
father.

Thomnas, he younger of the twin sons o:
the late beloved 0.- H. Spurgeon, iks borr
in the New Kent-road, on September 20,
1856. The specially close relationship ai
Charles and Thomas makes it inpoible t<
give a sketch of the one brother withoul
frequent referenc to the other. After a
period of hone instruction', the two boys
were placed at Camden House School,
Brighton, where Thomas iroi golden
opinions front bis tutors for bis assiduity
and progress,. as ivell as for his general ex-
cellence of character and disposition.

Inquiries as to the time when Thomas
gave evidence of conversion, and the in-
strinentality emsployed, elicited thé somae-
what paradoxical reply, "He nust have
been always converted ; 'it semns as if lue
wrere born converted." Every believer will
intuitively recognuize in this case one of the
countless instances of God's faitlfuli'ess to
bis promise to bless the children of the
righteous. In the Svord awL Trowdi for
April, " Son Tomuu" thus irites:-" The
nian who was so good to- ether pdbple's
children was, you inay be sure; good
father to lis owni. So busy a life pre-
vented him fron taking a very active part
in the upbringing of his boys ; besides, ny
precious mother ivas the best possible.
brainer. We learned fron father's ex-
ample rather than by his precept. I fear
we have not profited by it as ire should;
but it ias bound to tell." Although ibis
sonewliat anticipating, ire insert -in this
connection a few sentences fromt a record
in the Church book of the Metropolitan
Tabernacle on the occasion of the Pastor's
sons " coming before the churcb" ; " We
.would praise Our. gracious God that it
should have pleased him;to use so greatly
the pious teaclings and holy life -of our
dear sister, Mrs. Spurgeon, to the quicken-
ing and fosbering of the divine principle
in the hearts of ber twin sons, and we car-
nestly pray that anidst lier severe suffer-
ings she nay ever be consoled with all
spiritual comifo:t, and ïby, th growiig:de-
voutness of bhose who are thus twic3 given
to herin the Lord."

At Brighton the two lads gave unmis-
takable evidence of Christian discipleship.
They started and regularly conducted a
prayer-meebing for their schoolfellows, and
ivere ever ready ta avow thseir loyalty to
Christ. Upon leaving school in 1874 thLy
applied for membership at the Tabernacle,
and were baptized on Monday evening,
September 21, and received into fellowship
by their beloved .father oi Lord's Day,
November 1.

The brothers. lost no time in entering
upon business life. Thomas, who had
shown considerable artistie baste, and also
skill in drawing, chose the profession of a
vod-engraver, and made exceptionally
rapid progress in the study and practice of
the art.

In the suminmer of 1875 the two young
men engaged in systemiatic aggressive
Christian work. Not far fromt theierlione
at Claphani, an earnest workingiman
nained Rides had for several yearsý been
carrying on a mission work amiong his
neiglhbors, giving up two rooms in his
house for the purpose. He labored under
great disadvantages, until Mr. Charles
made his acquainitance, and went to his
lelp. Thomas also joined the little band,
and the two brothers gave aIl their avail-
able tine to evangolistic ivork in conne-
tion with the Claplhamu-road Mission.
Nearly two years ivere thus spent in happy
and successful work for Christ, nôt the
least arduous of which was the collection
of nioney for the erection çf a muuch-needed
chapel. By the lelp of generous friends
this ivas accomplished, and Claphasi-road
Chaol was opened free of debt in August,
1877.
. We.have now comle to the time when the
paths of the brothers diverge. -

Mr. Thomas Spurgeon's health began-to
give his parents somae cause for anxiety,
and he was advised to take a voyage to
Australia le accordingly left England for
Melbourne in June 1877. By request of
the captain of the -good shipo "Lady
Jocelyn," be conducted religions services
every Lordis Day, often amidst difliculties

and hinderances ; "an admirable prepara- beloved pastor, and again and again bis so
tion," wrote bis fathler, "for addressing Thomas occupied the spulpit. As. soon
crowds on. shore." "sHis reception at the invalid could undertake the journe
Melbourne ivas most enthusiastic. Onthe father and son went to Mentone. O
pier a crowd of friends awraited in, vying ztheir return Thomas entercd the Pastor
irith aci other as to iho should claim the College; but so much of lis time wre
young stranger as thcir guest!' After a taken up vith preaching that he coul
few days' stay in, Melbourne, he went to secure but little time for study and need
Geelong, where lie preaclied his first ser- fuI rest ; and the state of bis health mad
monin Australia. This was on September it necssary for him. to return to Australia
2; and fron that day until lue started on He reached Melbourne in the Decembe
his -homeward voyage his life was one of of 1879, and proceeded to Tasmania, wher
unceasing activity in lis lMfaster's service ; for several monthbs lie went about preach
preaching in the largest chapelsand publie ing the * Word and "conifirming ' th
halls in the larger towns of Victoria; in- churches."
variably to crowded houses ; or taking long Passing over bis evangelistie journeys i
and toilsome journeys into the interior to Victoria and Queensland in 1880, we coin
assist struggling causes. to the maost interesting and fruitful perio

Southl Australia was next visited, and in of bis ninistry, namiely, lis pastora
Adelaide and the region round about lue and evangelistie work in New Zea
preached or spoke at twenty-four meetings land. In 1881 ho accepted the call o
during lis eight weeks' stay. li no spirit the Baptisb Church, Wellesley-street
of self-glorification, but in humble thank- Auckland, to become their pastor. S
fulness ta God-, he wrote home : " There largely did God bless the ministry of hi
is scarce a sermuon I have preacled but servant, that the old wooden chapel soo
whîsat somae are blessing me for it. Oh, proved too small for the largely increase
this is glorious ! not the praise of men, but nembership (about 600), and early in 188
the smile of God 1" the Choral Hall was rented for the Sunt

After an evangelistic tour in Tasmsania day-evening services ; and here, too
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bhe wrent to Queensland. "l My sojourn,"
b wrote, "I was full of work and pleasure.
Everywhere I rejoiced to note the willing-
ness to come, and the eagerness to hear
the Gospel, itbeing no difficulty to muster
an audience of one thousand people, oves
on a week evening. On all hands I had
abundant testimony that God was blessing
his own Word by quickening lis people and
awakening outsiders."

While on a preaching tour in this colony,
he was unexpectedly recalled by the fol-
lowing telegram fron London: "Mother
worse, return," and with a leavy heart lie
turned his face homewards. After forty-
three anxious days at sea, le was gladened
by news at Plymouth that bis beloved moa-
tier ]ad been spared: Ris' "leart was
full of songs and gratitude." Whien he
reached hosme, however, ho was sorrowful
rather than songful ; for thoughs " nother
was botter," ase ias very ill and weak,
and " father wàs sick," and "Son Tom"
found himself called upon, withi but a few
hours' warning, to take the place of the
sick pastor attie Tabernacle on the Lord's
Day (Nov. .10) when the Tabernacle was
" open to all coners." . Wearisoine weeks
of pain and weakness we.O the lot of the

"'tIe people 1uhd to be requested to sit
closer" to nake roomi for those who
flocked to hear the Word ; and, best of
all; there was a continuous ingathering of
converts.

On Easter Monday, April 14, 1884, the
founidation stones of the Auckland Taber-
nacle wera laid, and arrangements were
mado that dùring its erection the pastor
should visit his friends in the Old Country
and solicit their help, £4,000 being re-
quired for the completion and furnishinsg
of the chapel and schools. He arrivad in
London in >time to take .part inthe-Or-
phanage Festival, and received an: enthu-
siastic iwelcomue. Mr..Thomas Spurgeon
1usd been "I omsue" but a few weeks when
his muci-afflicted fabhuer was laid loir by
sickness, and "soi Toin'' was again called
upon to occupy the pulpit at the Taber-
nacle. How efficiently this service for the
Master was rendered may be secn in the
little book entitled, t' The Gospel of the
Grace of God; Sernmons delivered at the
Motropolitan Tabernacle, by Thomas
Spurgeon"; and especially in the preface
by-the now glorified pastor.

When the Auckland Tabernacle was
opened for worship on tha Lord's Day,

n May 17, 1885, the pastor had the joy of
as knowing that it was unenetimber.ed by
y, debt, although'it had cost heartly £15,000.
n Acco6ding to the Baptist aHuidbook, it is
s' bthe lrgest chapel of the denoiniiation, and
as bas the largest nembýership of. imy. Baptist
d church in the Australian Colonies.
d- With larger and more efficieht material
e appliances, came larger spiritual results,
. until the pastor found that his strength
r was unequal to the legitiniate demands of
e so large a church, with its three outlying
- branch churches, and multiplied agencies.
e Re therefore resigned bis charge, lto the

very great regret, not only of fic members
n of bis own denomination, but f Christians
e of all sections of th e Church.. This was
d in Noveinber, 1889.

l ere ive must note the intéresting fact
- of tha enarriage of Pastor Th'ômas Spur-
f geon to Miss Lila M. Rutherfoid, daughter

of Mr. Gideon Rutherford, of Dunedin, on
February 10, 1888.

s Very shortly after Mr. Thomas- Spur-
i geon resigned bis pastorate, ho was re-
i quested by the Baptist Union of New Zea-
2 land to givo himiself to the work of a mis-
- sion preacher or evangelist to the churches

of the Union, to which request he acceded,
after a period of noedful rest. The an-
nual report of the Union testifies that
" this w'òrk bas borne the seal of the
Master's approval froin the first, and
proved that the Union was guided by the
Holy Spirit, whien it set Mr. Thomas
Spurgeon apart for this itinerant niinistry.
During the past year lie lias c'onducted
nineteon missions, im as m'any of our
churches, holding 236 services, most of
thein being distinctly evangelistic, and has
delivered eigbteen lectures in the interest
of Our Hone and Foreign Missions. He
bas conversed personally and privately
with 600 inquirers, besides a laige nuimber
of young children. He has been graci-
ously used of God to.point iany burdened
pilgriis to the Wicket Gate, ta lead nany
waverers to decide for Christ, and many
converts to 'the open avowal of their faith
by baptisi and church felloWship. No
single mission lias beau quite fruitless, and
somae have been Pentecostal in the plon-
teous success which bas crowned them.
To God be aIl the praise."

And now this beloved servant of God is
with u.s once more ; but how sad a hone-
comîing is his, we could not,, even if ive
would, attempt to tell. It is generally
known that lie bas cone in response to the
invitation of Pastor J. A. Spurgeon and
the office-bearers of the Tabernacle church,
enthusiastically endorsed by the entire
membership. We confidently bespeak for
hini the special and earnest prayers of the
people of God, that ho may be divinely
comforted, - strengthened, . and lelped,
especially when lie stands up to preach in
the place of such hîallowed and tender
meniories.

WHAT IS YOUR INFLUENCE?
An aged ian said to a lady who was

looking over the famnily photographs upon
lis son's centre-table.

"Do you find one of ny .photographs
there ? If so I want it destroyed, for when
I take my departure fromt this world I want
nothing left-behind as a reminder of me."

"& But there is one thing you cannot
take with yöu," said the lady.

" And pray tell me what that may bc,"
said the mian witih soie eagerness.

"Your influence," was the ieply.
The man winced under the answer. It

appeared to be sonetling lie had not
thought much about, and for the momtent
it 'stunned him. Ie was an- infidel and
thé son of an infidel father, but he could
not forget that in childhood lie lad a
Christian nother who used to talk to hini
of Jesus and kneel by bis bedside at night
to prayfoi hin.

Yes, lie had exerted an influence, and
he was iwell aware it had not been a good
influence. Three of bis children had died
without a hope in Christ, darkness, like a
pall closing in upon tlem as tley neared
the portals of eternity. Three children
wvere still living,-al but one th same belief
as their fatber.

Surely bis influence was: to exist long
after lie had passed'from earth. He might
destroy lis photographs, but coùld not
efface the infidel principlés he had stamped
upon the tablets of lis children's ninds,
and they must carry those with then into
eternity.-me-ican Messenger.
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