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uccan steamers the largest arc now greatly preferred, but Mr.
.IcDougall, tlie designer of tlic whlaleback lake ilect, for îlicli

dlie higliest cfficiency in service is ciaimed, lias stated rcceîîtiy
u:l.t of al t1heir boats, they believe that tixose suited ta the Cana-
mîan caniais will make as good a slîowing as any of flic larger
.Vssels. Tue pramaters of tic Trent Navigation arc of the saine
,,pinion, anîd dlain that tlîe prescrnt crize for large lake slîips is

,mihout satisfactory fotidication, and say tîmat tlicy wvill be able ta
,ompete on even termis for tic grain trade over tlîeîr lanid iocked
i,arge raoite front the Georgian Bay ta Montreal; but tue trutlî
utf tlîis claimi remains ta bc tcstcd. Tue failure of tlic Erie
Canal in its struggle against tic railroads, they ascribc ta a
..ommîinistic lavi whicii forbids any conîpany wvîth a capital of
miore tlîan $50.000 to aperate on tiîat route. As the great traits-
imrtation companies noîv reacli alter tlieir traffic for tlisands of
miles, if can easily be reaiizcd liow lîopelcss it is for a smnail
barge owner ta secure the carrying o! tiîat traffic for but a
piortion of the way.

The compietion of tlie Erie Canal by centering tlicecxpart
trade at Newv York made it also the iînpartîîîg centre of tlie
continent, and, the forwardier by tlîe Erie route wvas
ncarly sure to; secure a return cargo for bis beats, and
tic influence of the great împorting firms tlitis tcnded ta draw tlîe
expart traffic fromf the St. Lawrence, and t wvoiild oîîly have
l)en by the growth of a mercantile communîty in Montreal
equal in wvealth and enterpiise ta tlnit of New York tlîat tlîat
advantage could have been offset; and any attcmpt atf American
importation via the St. Lawvrence uvab rcndered impossible by
die attitude o! tlie United States custom officiais. The dispro-
portion of trade in thc St. Lawrence. and also in tlîe export and
import trade o! Montreal itself has always been very great. Thîis

contre Montreai is uaifortunately grcatly handicappcd by lier dis-
tance front a wintcr part, and it is muchi ta be desircd tiîat tlie
late suggestions of T. C. Kecfer wviti regard to kecping tic St.
Lawrence opcn in wintcr should be given a thorougi trial. This
lias frcqucntly bcen pronounced altogctlîcr impracticabic, but
until it lias bcen thoraughly tricd with modern ice-breaking
steamers no man is rcaliy in a position ta make this assertion. If
tiîc ricr could be kept open even ta Qucbcc tlic ad,ýaiitagc ta
Montreal, and ta ail routes lcading tai Montrcal wvould bc vcry
grrat. The canais tticmsclvcs wili, of course, nevcr bc kcpt open
for more titan ciglit months as an absolute maximum. It is wvell
to statc herc, Jîowever, that alibough competitivcly our St. Law-
rence canais have not succccdcd, tiiey have alîvays bcen of grcat
absalute importance ta tiiis city for almost ail the grain for
cxport, and a large proportion of the lumber, lias bcn brought
by barges, and it is its great cxport rather than its import tradc
that maintains the harbor of Montreal. The canais wverc for
many years flic practical link that iield tlic Canadas together.
Tiîc facilities that they furnished contributcd greatly ta the build-
ing up of Ontario, and tiîcy have been indispensable ta purciy
Canadian trade, and have only faiied in the effort ta turn the
trade of New York ta Montreal.

Tiierc are thrc canal %chemes now attracting the attention
of the Canadian public. Tue flrst is tlie aid Trent Navigation,
comniencedi in 1837 and dis «continucd in 1841î, and again taken
up about z882 by the Dominion Government. Several réferences
hîac been made ta it in tiis lecture, and acti,.e efforts are being
rmade tu securc the necessaty appropriations for its completion.
It %vii open up a local trade route of great length, and its pro-
mottrb expcct by a well organized barge service ta secuire a large
proportion of tic through eastward tramei.
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.mpossibility of securimîg return cargoes has been kcni3 kcIt bj,
>ur forwardcrs, and the early canai builderà boped that the iow

freigbt rates flint could bc made by the St. Laivrcnce would
andî:ce hcavy shipmcnts o! coal, iran and sait up thc rnîcr, but
tic grawth o! the manufacturing intcrcsts on tue lakcs, %0icre
tliese raw materials arc now mincd in grcamest .ibuîidancc aind at
the lowest figures in the wvorid, have destroyed tlîis hope o! wcst-
îvard traffc.

For the future aur forîvardiers can only liope ta competin for
the grain export trade, o! which we handie at prcsent but a tîtlîe,
ralthough aur shipineiits for 1898 uvere unpreccdentcd. This iii-
crease must, iiowever, bc largely ascribed ta the activity of the
Canada Atlantic Raiway winîch, unlike the Canadman Pacific Ind
the Grand Trunk, catered vigorousiy for the grain trade,
and at prices practically equai ta. tliose offercd by canal.
It will tlierefore be a miattcr of great intercst ta observe in tlîe
future the contcst between aur 14-ft niavigationi, and thas ener-
gzetîc railroad. wvhicli is so situatcd tliat the grain traff.c as almost
an essentiai ta it. Certainly the cost o! grain transportation lias
now bcome nîuch icss than the fluctuationis of the market price
of that coinnodîty. WVc have also sometliing ta hiope from the
developnient of heavy nianufacturing intcrcsi,, now taking
lace in the Province of Quéecc; for an active commercial popu-
lation liere would coîîtrmbute more ta the prasperity of our
canais tlîan any other probable c',ent. It is also possible that, if
the preserit hostiity ta aur întercsts cvinced by aur Anierican
ncighbors continues, we may be forced ta build against theni
a tariff wall, as bsgh as that îvbich they have sot persîstently
crectcd against us. and that wili mean that mucb of the coal and
iran that is naw imported from the States will have ta be brouglît
froin England and thé lowcr provinces, and uvîli move wcstward
4aver the clîeapest route, tliat is by the canais. As an importiiîg

The uuestcrn sîtAppers have long been anxious for a deep
%vatcrnuay canal ta tlîc sca, and this lias bcn rcported as feasibie
lj3 an Intcrnationial Commission. The commissioners advised the
c.\aminatians of the tlîree foilowirig routes, by the St. Lawvrence
Ricr tu Montr<.al, by the St. Lawurence Riucr, Lake Champlain
and tlic Hudson Riýer ta Ntuu York, and by Lake Ontario, Lake
Onecida and the Hudson River ta Newv York. The St. Law-
renice rotite wvould pi-ovc very mucliftie cheapest, but tlîis enter-
prise is neyer iikcly ta be uindertalceit as an international wvork,
becauise the great bulk of the trafflc of the Western States is nowv
ivitii New York and Boston and their surrounding ciis, and not
witli Europe. The Lake Oneida route wvili tlierefore best serve
tlîcir trnde, anI as this is a purely American route, tinat wvouid
not in aîîy way tcend ta the building up of Catnadian sliipping, and
ta tic increase of an independent Canadian commerce, Canada
lias no iîîtcrests in it; uvhile the St. Lawrence route by not lead-
ing directly ta the Eastern States wauld not bie a lienuit tai the
larger portion o! the American trade and wvould not be consmd-
ered by the United States.

The proposition tlîat uvas made ta the Dominion Gaveji-
nient during the last sessiois of Parliament for the building o!a
14 foot canai via the old route o! Champlain and the fur traders
from the Ottawva River ta the Georgian Bay, renders possible
the construction o! this uvork at an cariy date, but it is doubt!ul
if the offer %u iii bc accepted by the Govertmiit. Considered as
a canal it could not under present conditionîs be mnade a paying
iiivcstmciit as aur Governmcnt canais arc at prescnt operated at
a lieavy anntial loss ta, the country. but the enormous wvatcr
power tbat wvould bc made available by tlic construction o! the
proposed system of locks and dams on the Ottawa and on the
rrcncli Rivers is a commercial prize vvil wvorthy of attention.
Thiis is cstiniated at a mnilion lî.p., a!ter niaking aIl aliowances
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