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glve1 Uv signs and wonders wroughit by Jesus and his inime<iate disciples, and
raore Pàrtictiýarlyby the miracle of the resurrection. To this was added the
]enlteeostal descent of the ly Spirit and the many various gifts which suc-

Ceeýdod it. These were sufficient to provo that Christianity is of God, and to
learrant the rational acceptance of it as truth, both by Jew and Greek.

These were extraordinary times and circumistances, so God gave extraordinary
offceers and grifts, but whien Christianity was established, these officers and gifts
eeased rThe tender plant wbich had been hedged, in by miracles, and watered
lYith the biood of Aposties, soon grew s0 strong and struck its roots so deep
thnt it needed no more extraordinary dispensations to ensure its fuit develope-
"l1en', but could bid defiance alike to the chilling blasts and to the withcring heats
of hostile and persecuting powers.

hJunquestionablv Evangelists were then employed in the work of the Churcli.
Yyor mnay not have hiad gifts of miracles, that was not essentiat, to their

ofl3ce The office of Evangelists was to preach Christ where lie was not named;
to establish the Churcli where no Churcli existcd. Their work Iay among those

Who know flot Christiaîdty, flot amoug believers; among the ignorant, not
2an'0n9 the savingty enlightened.

X w e have no doubt that if Aposties were again necessary for the Church,

thev Wouid agaia be given. If in God's providence the circuinstances of the
Ch 05Cwere sucli as to need miraculous interposition, the samne All-wise IHead

as always wrought miracles when required would do so again. But they
are lot necessary. When the mnissionary goes forth now to establish Christianity,

b as 110 need of ar>y but moral mi racles,-but Christianity and ait its
attendant biessings. The completed Word of Revelation, in its majesty and
1 rlit ormns s0 convincing a manifestation of the excellence of the true

,,,9111and of iLs superiority to every system of error or of partial trutli, that iLs

"eart iI uniform in overthrowing error and eievating mankind evea where the
s1 t0 ufinfiuenced. Miraculous gifts therefore and Aposties are not needed

tepresent circumstances of the Church, and therefore are not given.
t2ut We cannot say this of Evangelists. We will neyer go s0 far as to allow
hat in a Christian land , even where futl provision is made for the religious in-

11uto f every individual, there is no need of any Evangelist, other than the

te gospel minister, labouring in public and fromn house to house. We con-
fi( tat inl very few places if any, is such a state of things to be found, and
c1erever Lucre are persons ignorant of Christianity, the circurastances exist

W41chl eal for Evangelistic labour. The Church of God rnust send forth

.&engelists to teaci tese the way of life. In this way the office of Evangeiist
orOtinary and neccssary so long as there are any heathen nations to be taught,

0"%' regions not yet blest with the knowiedge of God.

andrt 15 the missionary but an Evangelist ? Hie preaches Jesus. 11e teaches
tf) re 5o l5wit opposers; he educates and civilizes or plies his heating art, only

Tlhe ~Mend Christianity, and1 to bring the dégraded heathen Le appreciate iL.
M1iissrionary is no pastor. His work i ogaLber, toorganise, totrain a native
sY, to ordain eliers, iii a word Lo establish the Chur-ch, and to bring iL to

Sfutîy deveioped state. Titi this is donc his office is necessary, wheii this
18oc i office in that place is unnecessary.

t Wt are Our city missionaries but Evangelists ? Their duty is to go into,

th e Stret and lanes of the city, anîd the degraded resorts of crime and prac-
cal &theismi littie better than heathenism, to, teacli those wFîo neyer icarned

i or who haid forgotten hlm. The objecta of their concern are the iapsed
hl58 5se, f lot the Churcli of God gathered in. And when a Clhristian congrega-
t'on1 ba been formed by their instrumentality and is fully organised, the Evan-
Rel»làt 18 urn frein Lhem Lo those who are stili in darkness.


