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the aima and objecta of Freemasonry,
we shail menit the denunciation se
justly pronounoed againet these who
assume duties they are net qualified
te perform. It is flot given unto al
of us te accomplieli some great work,
by whioh Our naines shaHl bc perpetu.
ated after we are decd, but there je
ne mnan se humble or BO deveid of
talente, that he Miay not accomplieh
semething to, make the world the
better for hie having lived ini it, and
to impress

"Foot-prints on the sanda of time,"

which even, although they may be
effaced by the first rising of tho tide,
shall, while thcy remain, mark the
path t.rod ini the performance of duties
rendered, net unwillingly and solely
because they are duties, but because
they tend to the acoomplishinent of a
noble end, and some ene, it May
ch&nce te be a stranger and an in-
grate, je to, be benefited thereby. It
je said that a celebrated Egyptologiat
disoovered a temb ef the god Apis,
which hadl neyer been epened. On
entering, hie says, fer the firet turne,
he beheld distinctly marked on the,
delicate bed of sand which covered
the soil, the impression of the foot-
pnints of the ýworkmaen whe, three
thousand seven hundred years age,
badl placedl the image of the god en
bis coucli, and then retired. As ne
one knews, or cares te know the
naines ef the werkmen, Who, neanly
forty centuries age, left this, the only
record of their existence, se it may
be that ne ene will knew, or care te,
know our names; but it je possible for
us te accomplieli, in the few years
which are allotted te us te labor in
the lodge terrestrial, that which, forty
centuries hence, aye, fer ail eternity,
will work for good or evil, and thus
it happens that our deeds are of more
importance îJe those Who shahl ceme
after us thau we ourselves are. Men
seldom pause te, inquire whose hand
traced or whose brain inepired a
statute which confers a benefit, or
ýworks au injury, but the consequences

resulting frein its enactinent inake
the law itself the ebject ef respect or
denunciatien. what we shall do
here this year may be undone by
those who shail stand in our places
another year, but the censequence
cf our acta are for ail turne and cannot
be undene. Thus it becomes us te
consider well the resulte which are te
fellow Our acte and judgments, lest
we infliot an injury, where we intend
conferringj a benefit, or render a judg-
ment which shahl werk au irreparable
wvrong where we design administering
impartial and exact justice..

Viewed from the exte.,-ior, Freema-
senry presents ne marked excellencies;
which are net possesBedl in commen
with numerous ether Associations.
Te the profane, it is sirnply-an organ-
ization which proposes te practice
virtues which ail rnankind are under
like obligations te perforin, but te,
those Who have entered within the
most secret apartinentis of the temple,
ana beheld the cherubjin whose ont-
stretched wings ehield the ark cf the
covenant, and whe have etudied iLs
symbole and read their hidden mean-
ing it exhibite peculiarities which dis-
tinguieli it frein ail ether human or-
ganizatione, and te him who bas been
se fortunate as te receive the true
spirit cf the inspiration which it
breathes in its every teaching, it muet
always rernain without a peer in bis
affections. We speak this in ne spirit
cf self-approbation or cf vauinte&l
superiority, for wbile it muet ever
retain te itef the peculiar field it
occupies, it also, imposes a greater
and higlier measure cf du ties upon its
initiates. This je net an occasion
which caile for an exposition cf the
nature or extent of those duties. Yen
would net be here if yeu did net ai-
ready understand and appreciate
thein, and yen aise know whether it
is Worth the expenditure of turne ana
labor which je demanded by the effert,
te make it the means ef doing a
grettter and ever-increasing measure
ef good, net enly te, ourselves, but to
ail mankind.-M. W. Frederic Spced.


