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A MASONIC FRONTIER STORY.

In the year 1855 I was employed iln
the United States mail service betweeîî
Indepenidence, Missouri, and Sauta Fe,
Newv Mexico, atid ini the nionth of
Augut, on o'lr returti trip, -iiid after
traveling soine 400 miles, WC drove
inito the campl of M1r. Pr-eston, Beck, of
Santa Fe. 0f course WC mail b)oys
kunew Mfr. l3eck, and lie %vould have us
campil withi hmii for break(fast, and as
wc ail sat arotind the camp fire Mir.
l3eck re]ated a tlirilling event that biad
Iiapp>ened to hlmii a few days j)ICvious.

Preston IXç!ck Was of the firmIl of
l3eck & Johnston, large dealers in gen-
eral nierchandize in Santa IFe, and
every spring Mlr. 13eck would go to
Kansas City with sonie twventy-six
wvagons '4o liaul the goods to Sauta
Fe, the waggons being the l)Ioperty of
the fIi. On this occasion lie had
beeîi to the 4" Staites," as, WC' called it lu
those day, and traveled at ilhe hiead of
bis train, mlovîug slowly along Ill) the
Arkansas river. One miorning the sav-
,lges, or redskitis as the), were called,
rusbed upon bim, not giving hlmi an y
waruinig whatever. Tbey at once de-
manded a surrender of bis amibulance
and miules, and lie re(used.

At that mioment the Indians gave
one of thieir demioniacal yells, and' the
dreadful bowlings of the brutes sent a
terrifyiug, sbock thiough bi.s entire
body, and at thiat instant hie killed one
of the rednien willi bis trusty revolver,
wliicli he always kept handy' on such
occasions. But at the saine moment the
Indians ruslied on Mr. Beck and shot
his mules dowdi that were hitched to
his ambulance. After thie mnules were
killed the savages seized and bound
hini, and tlîey forced iîw to go with
thein to the headquarters of the cliief.
On the way they subjected hini to the
humiliation anid miortification of his
pride beyond his endurance, and when
they arrived at headquarters they dives-
ted lmi of bis wearing appâtrel and
boutid hlmi to the stake, and he was en-
circled with dry willow brush and grass
*covered with buffalo fat, so as to miake

it bumn qnickly. At that moment, and
as a iast resort lie gave the sign of a Mas-
ter M-ason, for lie said lie îvas aliiost cer-
tain that ic Cornanche chief liad re-
ceived the signs of Masonry at Washi-
ington sonîctinie previous.

'l'lie mioment, lie gave the sign, the
clief, mnounted on lus fine steed so as
to be above the excitd aimiated mot)
of red rascals (for at that tUnie tliere
were at least 7,000 warriors), raised
liiniiself as lili e could lui lus stirrups,
and lu tie vernacular of the Coniache
tougaue, hie miade a stronig appeal to lus
people to desist, at the saine tinie
spr'ang fron luis wvar )oIiy and ran lu
where MNr. I3eck w-as and embr-,iaced
liini, and raised bis face toward heaven
and exclaimied ln bis oxvu Longue
somietling, and ais o ln Spani sb, tlîat
the prisoner should be at one released.
As MNr. l3eck, was well versed in the
Spanis) langurge, this sent sncb a tlurill
of joy througli hlmi tlat bie ainiost
fainted.

He was investcd uvith wliat lie had
tîcen divested, and ail tbings were put
lu shape for tie resuine of his journey
c-n the road to Sauta Fe. 'l'le chief
besides gauranteeing Mr. Beck against

auyfurtiier niolestation froi the
Camnanches, gave lmi a fine pair of
United States mules. and wislied îlim a
safe journey.

In the year 1853) the president
ordered the comuu-anding officer of New
'Mexico to seud under escort witli an)
officer of the arniy about seven of the
cliieftains of different tribes to Wasliing-
ton, for the purpose of sbow'ing theni
the sighits and the size of the great
UJnited States of Ainerica, and a Mr.
J oel Colinis wvas ernployed as the inter-
preter of thie Spanish language to ac-
companying tîeni, as the Indians ai
spoke that language. After en n
troduced to the president, Franklin
'Pierce, the govermumient dined and
wined themi tili they got s0 corpui-
lent that tlîey could not get around
very welI, and tlîey w~ent to Baltimore,
Pliladeiphia, New York and Boston,
and returned to thieir homes via Cin-
cinnati, Louisville and St. Louis.
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