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For six nights each labored in vain
40 augment his brother's store, and
still the mystery grew. The seventh
night the brothers resolved, each
wooretly to himself, to keep watch
.and see who had done this thing, by
which the secret gifts were thus re-
turned to their unwilling hold. Then
-discovery came and the fraternal love
which had prompted the generous
acts of mautual self-sacrifice was
blessed and gave blessing to their
fature lives.

“The spot,” says the legend,
¢‘where so beautiful & thought at once
occurred and was acted on by the
brothers, was deemed & place agree-
- able to God, and it was blessed and
.chosen whereon to build a house fo
Hig Name.” :

In the spirit of this logend let your
lodges and chapters securely rest on
this foundation of true self-sacrificing
brotherhood. Beware the first sign
of discord in your chapters. Do all
that can be done honorably to make
your brethten and companions “dwell
together in unity,” buf, above all,
guard the entrance to the fraternity.
As Royal Arch Masons, zealous for
the good name and prosperity of your
chapters, be attentive to the interests
of the lodges of the Ancient Craft to
which you owe your earliest allegi-
ance. There guard the gate, and let
none eater unless yoa are satisfied

that he comes in his heart prepared

to be a true brother, and so, if he
will, an honored companion.

After the restoration of the Jews
by deoree of Cyrus, the second Temple
wag with munch diffionlty raised at
Jerusalem on the site of the first.
Bui a band of poor exiles, just return-
ing to a desolated land, could not
puild with the architestural magnifi.
<ence of the royal builder. The glory

of the second Temple did not com- |

pare with the glory of the first. As
the years rolled by, however, it was
the high privilege of a foreign king,
whose royalty was the gift of the Ro-
man Senate, to adorn and renew with
congiderable splendor the House of

the Lord. It was done to oonciliate
a people whose loyal respect had been
alienated by his cruelty.

“UNMASONIC PUBLICATIONS.”

M. W. Bro. Frank R. Lawrence,
Crand Master of the Grand Lodge of
New York, in his annual address, hag
ventured on & field he would have

done better to keep out of, though be
yond doubt his objeot was a zood one.
Under the above heading he says:—

#] deem it my duty to call your at-
tention to an evil of much importance
and long-standing; consisting of the
cirenlation smong lodges and breth-
ren of certain newspapers, claiming
to be devoted to Masonry, but which
in fact are abhorrent, in their senti-
ments and tendencies, to every prin-
ciple of the fraternity. Thke general
liberty, and even license, of the press,
which exists in this country, is by
them carried fo the furtherest ex-
treme. Ridicule and abuse of s
personal character form their con-
stant staple of publication; and their
onds are sordid, as their mathods are
base. Though powerless for good,
they are at times poten® for evil; and
while experienced brethren, if they
read such publications, may take
them at their true value, the younger
members of the craft are often misled
by their mendacious statements and&
pernicious teachings, and so far as .
they circulate among the profane,
the fact that they are able to obtain
any sort of Masonic patronage, is
humiliating to us and injurious te
our institution. We neither possess
nor desire authority to prevent the
ciroulation of such publications, yef
gome method may be adopted, such
as exists in other jurisdictions, where-
by the craft may be warned agains$
‘them, and their countenance, by the
lodges at least, may ba prevénted.
I commend this subject to your care-
ful consideration.”

We are afraid our M. W. Bro. has -
allowed his degire to benefit the craft




