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_onr cause whichlis certamjto triumph n i

1 spite of tempornry hindratces.

L: oThe meotings at Foronto will be im-| license Comunussioners to issue heenses
"portant, They will consuler the ques-i without due regard to the statutory pro-
itions of immediate parhamentary and | visions which they ave supposed to obey.

" lelectoral action.  ‘The House of Com.|VFar this unwise course of action the

SPECIALLY DEVOTED TO THE INTERKSTR OF |\ 1ns has definitely declated against the | Provineial Government must be held re-
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OF TEMPERANCE PROGRESS.

unmediate enactment of national prohi

THE PROHIBITION CAUSE.

Edited by F. S, SPENCE “legislation,
ADDRESS - - TORONTO, ONT. promise s very unsatisfactory, and it is

‘The indehiniteness of this

advance under the strong preesure uf
public demand,

The unminence of a general election
tor the Province of Ontario will make
necessary such organization and eftort as
will secure a legislature delinttely com-
mitted to supporting the Provinciay

subacription, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS a¥ear

NOTE.—It i~ proposed ) .
the cheapest Tomperance paper in  the
world, taking into consideration lts size, the,
matter it contains and tho price at which itix!
published.

Kvery friend of tomperance ir carnestly re-

to mako this

ques to axsist in this etfort by subscribing i ]
wnd by sending in facts or arguments that Ciovernment's avowed pohey of proh
aight bo of intereat or uso Lo our workerx, bitian to the lnmt of the Province's

The editor will be thankful for correrpondence |
apon any topic connected with the temperance |
reform. Our limited spnee will compet consden- ,
sation. Noletter for publication should contain '
more than two humdred words —if shorter,
still bettoer.

ascertained constitutional power,

The usval reductions in railway fares
will be avalable for delegates to these
gatherngs. Al friends of the temper-
ance cause are carnestly urged to do
what they can to sceure as large and re
presentative attetudanee as possible.

TORONTO, MAY, 1001

BEHIND THE TIMES.

A COMING CONVENTION.,
The hieense law of the {'rovince of —
Owrario is swlly out of date. In some
respects 1t s meonsistent and contra lie-
tory,

The License Act has from time to time |
been alterest by the addition of amend-
wents made without due consideration
of the general claracter and intent of
the taw, so that it has become a jnece of
patehwork legislation that its diflicult
to comprehend.

For a number of yeurs there has been
practically no progress male excepting
soe slight changes for the convemence |
of hiquor sellers and the increase of the
Government'~ revenue from the tratlic.’
The hicense laws of other provinces hm'e(I workers one of the most interesting will
restietive  provisions  which  Ontaro| e the National Prohibition Conference
would do well to copy. “to be held on August st and 2nd. To

A year ago an official statement was it will come temperance workers from
maide on behalf of the Government to nearly every part of the continent. They
the ettect that this mongrel law was to will thus be able to unite at one
be revised and consoludated.  The pro . time and with one expense, participation
mitse has not yet been carried out. . umportant discussion of questions in

Toue Premuer has ~tated that lns Gov. , which (h(\y are (lco[ﬂy concernod, and a
ornment is favorable to temperance re-- visit to one of the greatest exemplifica
form. Tending the settlement of the tions of the achievements of modern
question of jurisdietien he will act wisely , civilization,

i taking steps to have the presentlaw  Canadian prohibitiomsts are requested
put upon 4 common sense atdd progress  ta meantune keep these dates i mund.
e basis, Thev will receive announcement luater
on of details ef a programmie of proceed-
g3 at this Conventicn, that will make
them more desirons than ever of includ-

Among the many featuies of the Pan-
American Exlubition, wlueh will mnke
Buflalo a centre of world-wide interest,
will te a gieat series of conventions and
conferences  of  cevery chaiacter and
name.  No fewer than 122 have already
been announced,

In this day of organmization, whenevery
class or section of the community has
estublishe:dd some bond of union and
method of co-operation, these meetings
for consultation and decision as to plans
and methods, have become an important
pait of the life of the people.

Among the gatherings of moral reform

THE JULY MEETINGS.

Arrangements are being made for the

. . . g a visit to the Buftalo Eshitution
Annaal Prolnbntion Convention of the .
among their plans for the <aminer of
I'vovinee of Ontario and  the \nnual Laog

Meeting of the Domunion Alliance Coun
cil, both of which will bee heid tn the €ty
of Toronto, The davs set apuat 1or these
ftuportant gathenmngs are JInly Uth and
foth

Nodonbt the question of unprovenzent
of exivting legistation wall receve agrood
deal of attention, and the paoposai to
enlarge the ~cope of the Seott Aet, as
adopted at the Annual Convention of
the Quebee Alhace, wall receve eareful
considerution.  Ncott Aet unprovement
is a live question 1 the Maritime Pro-
vinces where the At 15 n siecessiul
operation over a great deal of terntory,

Pendimg the final decision of the courts
regarding the o nstitutionalits  of the
Mumitobn Prolntntory law, prohilition
workers leefing a good deal ol

LAW ENFORCEMENT

the of
members of the Government that special
efforts would he made to have the hieense
law of Ontarnio rigdly entoreed, there ape
~tll heard from many quarters loud
compliunts of sy~tematic law violation
and of serious failure of license mspee.
tors to mterfere with the wrong domng,
These complants are well founded,
License mspectors have given u good
deal of attention to the prevention of
hquer selling by persons who danot hold

licenses

Notwithstanding asauranee

In many cases they seem i,
clined, however, to wink at disregard of
the Jaw by parties duly authotizd to
sell Saturday  mght sellng, Sun.ay
anxiety and uncertainty., There 1s un- sselling, selling during prohibited hours,
fortunately among many of our friends a ' selling to minors, selling to intoxicated
readiness to be too much affected by . persons, are all offences of frequent oc-

are

. . . 1 e . .
any immediate friction or delay. We|currence. Thereis notallcensemspm-l

must deal wisely with all such difficul- | tor in the Provinee of Untario who could
ties, accepting what we cannot overconte, | not secure many convictions against
amd relying upon the righteousness of | licensees it he chose to o so.

smamtest that our legislators will onlyl

sponsible. A good deal of high sounuding

== Untion, but holds ont a promise of some | taik is som:« tinies heard about the inde-

pendence and discretion of license ofti-
cinls, Evervbody knows that these ofli-
cers will not defy definite mstructions
from the Government by which they are
appointed,

|
i
I
' SELLING LIQUOR TO CHILDREN,
| —

l Intense interest centred round the
recent debate in the Imperial Parlia-
ment on the motion lor the second real.

ling of the Will to prevent the sale of
; intoxicating liguors to children.  An
effort was made by the opy onents of the
j measute to have 1t ruled out of order by
| the speaker, but the attempt failed and
;n. division was taken, the result being a
for the second reading and

~vote of 372
(H oapainst ite The Scotch and Welsh
; members voted solidly for the Bill. ‘The
i Irish seetion of the House supported it
| by & majority of 38 and the English by a
| najority of IN7,

‘ ABOLISH TREATING.
Treating 1s about the worst feature of
| the graat liguor evil,

v Itis traditional, and quite as firmly

Igroumlctl in eur social system as 15 the
habit of drinhang,

It is one of the chiefest fnstering n-
fluences of the drink usages.

[t brings the temptauon to drmk in
|the way of ulmost everybody. People
who are opposed to drink are placed in
. perplexing pasition by a kind, soctable
invitation 1o indulge.

It sways the multiiudes to the shrine
of Bacchus, and renders opposing meas-
ures and principles abortive i so many
instances that 1t is almost impossible to
make headway in favor of total abstin.
ence,

It 18 a custom which really 1s account-
able for the existence of three-fourths
of the Larrooms now in existence If
people had to drink alone in live years
there would not be one drimking place
where now there ave five.

It cau-es men to stay in drnnking
rooms, and to drink far more than even
debased appetite calls tor. When one
treats, each of s companions leels that
he must return the compliment, and the
| result 1s u goneral carousal.

It takes men mto drinking pilaces who
otherwise would never go there. Re-
cently the writer witnessed a case where

‘ 4 young man stopped in front of'a saloon

"and mvited lus two chums to have a

i Both declined positively. He

Pdrimk.
Peoaxed and pulied at their sleeves until
l finaily one yielded. Then the two of
cthem tried to take the other wm, but
Valed. He stood outsule in the cold
[ whalst they went in and drank.  He was
a hero, but now long can hie resist winlse
{ his companions innocently seek hus ruin ?
i Preatng used to be conadered a bus-
Dhess nevessity : but that sort of tnng 15
SArowned upon at present,  So will tieat-
 ing of every kind bhe frowned down in i
tew years, amnd why not do so now?

~ Nwe out of ten men who drimk will
i unhesitatingly assert that if 1t were not
Jor treating there would be a great
| dunnution of drinking,

. We can rendily believe that an anti-
s treating society, even among people who

jare not total abstainers, ean only do|

| great good, and will tend to teetotalism
[ the end.—lioyal lemplar,

b
i ONLY A BABY.
r —_—

One sultry day last summer, at a time
 when chudren of the pouvter class in
; Philadelplia were dying by the score
every week, a hloated ol man staggered
rup the steps of a physiclan’s dwelling.
i The boys shouted out after hine “0ld
y Bourbon,” the nume by which he had
. been known in the locality 1n which he
lived for many years.

* The baby's worse,” he suid, standing
hat in hand, when he et the doctor
coming out.,

“You've been here for ma every day
Iforu week,” explained the doctor, 7

. ! .
There has nlso been lately mamfestod | cannot go again today. I told the
.

an unfortunate tendency on the part of”

child’s mother there was no chance, this
morning, it was dying then,"”

“ Won't you como now?"

“No; I have not a minute to spare,
There are patients wating, whom 1 can
help.”

“0ld Bourbon" foliowed him to his
carriage duor, twisting lis rag of a hat
in his shaking hands. #S8he's—she's all
I've got, doctor.”

But the dactor, with a pitying nod,
drove away, and the old man, nearly
sobered by his keen distrags, crent home
to the attic where his little grandchild
lay dying. \Whatever nursing or kind.
ness littve Mary had known had come
from “Old Bourbon.” Her mother had
six other children, and went out washing
every day. ‘I'ne poor old drunkard and
the innocent baby were left to form a
strange friendship for each other. She
called for him now feebly, as she lay on
Lier mother's lap.

* Daddy ! daddy! come to me!"

He kneeled down and put his finger
into the tiny withered hand.  The tears
ran down his bloated cheeks.

“Gol, leave her to me! " hemuttered.

* Dackly, come to Mary!" she cried
once more, and then the little soul,
whose taste of hife had been so bitter,
passed into the unseen.

It was only a baby. Its mother, who
had six other halfstarved children to
feed, shed but few tears over it. The
doctor sent in a certificate of its death
with » dozen others. [n the weekly bill
of mortality there was an item. “Of
cholera infantum, seventy.” Little Mary
was one of the seventy. 'That was all.
Her vecord was endew. The world had
done with her,

But an old trembling man crept next
Sunday into the back pew of the little
mission church, not fur from the attic in
which he lived. e stopped the clergy-
man when service wis over.

“ Why, is this you, Bour—I beg vour
pardon. What is your real name?"”

¢ tohn Black. sir. [ want to take my
name agnin.  ['m thinkin' of signin’ the
pledge, 'n’ pullin® up for the rest of the
time leit,” stammered the poor wretch.

The clergymun was wise and helpiul.
John dud “ pull up.” He liveid but a tew
months after that, but he did what hie
could to live a decent, honest, Christian
life in that time.

“'The Lord is meraful, John,” ms
friend said 1o hiai, as he lay dying.

“1 know it, sir. {'m not much uec-
quainted with Him, but I've been tryin’
to foller little Mary. I hear her nlways
cryin’, ‘daddy, come to me.! 'm comm’,
an’ I reckon lle’ll not turn me back.”

Lven the baby had its work to do, and
had done 1t.—Morning and Duay ol Re
form

THE U. S. CANTEEN:LAW,

Seeretary Root, of the War Depart-
ment, in discussing the defeat ot the
canteen said: *“ 1t s a very unfortunate
affair, 1t is likely the soldiers will now
get bud whiskey, instead of good whis-
key."”

It is said that the whole War Depart-
ment foels aggrieved over the abolition
of the canteen. They say the action of
the Senate will seriously interfere with
recrmiting,  Will some one please teil
us who is rauning this government ?—
the people through their representatives
in Congress, or the War Department.
This seems a titting time to demonstrate
to these “high and mighty " officials tiat
they are employed by the nation, and
their sularies are paid by the nation,
and that they occupy subordinate
places, and the people rule.—Texas
White Ribbon.

INFLUENCE OF RELIGION,

Ilistory records several instances of
sober nations ousting those given
to drink and luxury. It also re
cords how drunken nations have been
reclaimed to sobriety by relizions which
have insisted on total abstinence, and
have so continued for hundreds of years,
If that 15 not success. what i3 it?
If some Mohunmedans take to drink,
more shame to the so-called Christians
who pirsuade them to doso. Whaut is
cvidently necessary is to make it as
shameful and disgraceful for the Chris-
tiun to take alcoholic poison as for the
Mohammedan. In my opinion the
Christian religion requires total abasti-
neuce with even greater cogency than
that of Buddha or Mahomet.—Dr. J. .J.
Ridge.



