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tion in, xts fu‘l sense and scope? H:gh
character and spmmal life are absdlute
and primal necessities for the develop
ment of natiopal character, national
greatness, national stability. If, as we
profess to believe, man i§ dn immortal
bemg, then that which pertams to his
soul is of a thousand times more con-
sequence than everything which. per-
tains_to_his body, his worldly fortunes,
or his mortal career, and the ystem of
education whjch develops his physxcal
powers and‘capacities, which train§ his
mental endowments to the’ hlghest
pitch of perfection, and which ' leaves
his vast spmtual possibilities undevel-
oped and unregarded, 1s a system un-
worthy of a Christian countryand un-
worthy of thé boasted enlxghtenment
which pertains to oiir age dnd country.

M. Lobgley then pomted out. that
the question of teaching relxgzon ig the
schools has’ unfoxtunately alv@ys been
assoczated with dogmis, cieeds] ‘and
denommattonahsm,
problems, the practical solutionof which
has beex% regarded as so, seriols. that
refyge has been. taked ih the alter-
natiye 4 -potMteachmg;‘:ehglorrum the
schoals at all,
is not willing that his children should
be taught the Westminster confession,
neither is the Presbjterian or Methe-
dist wxllmg ‘thdt the doch:me of ‘the.
vmmagulate conceptxop hemshlled into
his children ; the Bapiist will protest
against infant “baptism, and the Epis-

copalian will object to church democ-|a

racy. In Nova® Scotia we, have set-,
tled the problem’ by makmg pur schools
non-sectarxanw,secular,_ «godlessm In,
other provinces of th
problem has bekn settled by pe permil
one body of Christians to h(aw ;
children sgt off by themselves and]
taught according to the Dbeliefs of that |’
religious body and the 'rest of fhe,
children faught 2 compos;te fonm of
religion, which will, as far as posslble,
eliminate everythmg offensxve to any|
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It has. alvyays seemed to me, vast
and overpowering as .the difficulties
are, that, with a properly developed
teaching, body, .religion .in its full,
broad, and . beautiful sense could be
taught in all schools and under con-
ditions that would be, not only not of-
fensive to any, but eminently satisfac-
tory and.uplifting.to all. -

The teacher who would fulﬁl the
ideal of his .proféssion will not be con-
tent to. send forth from his institution,
whatever it'may be, a body of pupils
who in test examinations in purelv
mental subjects can secure the. highest

‘marks or the hxghest proficiency, but
He will regard it as the greatest func-
tion of his work to lead, hour by hour,
day. by day, and year by year, the

young beings entrusted fo his care into
the higher regions of spiritual life.
Thatis education that will produce
the highest form of citizenship, that
will secufe a nation of men_animated

* r4ising. d:ﬂicult‘by higher aims and motives than sor-

did and selfish.gra ping after _worldly
rewards, It will produce a_mation of
heroes, of !ovérs of poets,, of fu!ly de-
veloped i dnen.
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length Mr. Longley referred to the,
intense materxahsm of the present age.
Iti is, he “szid, an age in whxch men are
seekmg for rlches, for the conquest of
the earth ; when_nations, are striving
for mote. temtory ‘and more, power ;
when the, things’ whlch pertain, solely
entirely .10, £his; monal life_are the
tgs which 2ce. ab’&o&bmg the atten-
ttop of 2n, ovembelmmg preponder-
‘arice. of-the popu\tahon. ;
X This cannot | Tast, Spmtual thmgs .
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portant, 0, mankmd than, temsporal |
thmgs. :?oetry, sentxment,g. religion .
‘are_essential to the develop-nent ofthe
hxghest character,_ "A. natign, - which
lgnoxes eithey s'miunen% poetcy, or re-
h;.,non is a naﬁoq_ that,,soone; or later,
must fail by éhe Co! r,l_gminﬁuer_:qe of
its own sotdxd 'axms.,. This reviyal of.




