Annual Convocation of University College.

ment of hope or of apprchension. |
The confederation of all denomina-
tional and other colleges of this Prov- '
ince, aimed at more than once in .
previous legislation, had ancw been -
proposed ; and the results of protracted

deliberations had been reported to .
the provincial exccutive and submitted -
to the corporations and churches re-
presented at the previous conferences.
Now we are able to look upon the
scheme from a wholly different point
of view. Some who shared in the
deliberations, and thereby encouraged
the hope of arriving at . basis of
union acceptable to all, have with-
drawn.  But to-day we welcome, in -
the Chancellor and other members of
Victoria University, the representa-
tives of a large and iofluential denomi- |
nation which proposes to join forces |
with us in a united effort for the ad-

vancement cf higher education in On-

tario. A competition of rival univer-

sities for the conferring of degrees can

never be favourable to a high standard
of education, whatever benefits may

result from colleges seeking to rival |
one another in the educational ad-
antages they offer. It was inevitable
that in the early stages of our confer-
ence with them, the representatives of
denom national colleges should regard
this institution with jealousy, anc
that demands made by them under
such feelings should be distasteful to
as. So long indeed as their attitude
was one of antagonism this was in-
evitable, But now that the represen-
tatives of Victoria College, acting with
the full authority of the General Con-
ference of the Methodist Church, cor-
dially entertain the proposal of union,
it assnmes an entirely new aspeci;
and we can look forward to a recon-
sideration of details without appre-
hension. They will find, I doubt not,
that the view is wonderfully changed
on looking at things from within in-
stead of from without. It may in-
deed be likened to the conflicting per- |
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plexities in thc schemes of older as-

© tronomers, when compared with the

simplicity which Copernicus intro-
daced, by directing their view to the
true centre of our solar system. Nor
will it perhaps be without a season-
able lesson for ourselves to recall
what reception was cxtended by the
theologians of his day to his grand
It 1s well that science
and religion go hand in hand in ad-
vancing the progress of the world.
Some of the noblest names on the

* golden 1oll of letters and science are

of those who have most largely con-
tributed to the harmonizing of their
truths. But neither is benefited by

. being placed in undue subjection to

the other.  We take from the inspired
page our motto : * Let there be light,”
and whenever science seems to con
flict with revelation : let there be more
light! Denunciations of doubt and
repression of inquiry may impede re-
search and retard discovery ; but truth
will triumph in the end, and when it
does so all seeming conflict vanishes.
Universities have ever been conserva-
tive; yet also they have been the

- centres of liberal thought, and of the

most potent agencies for advancing
knowledge and emancipating it from
error. It is in th;s spirit that we de-

. sire to promote the confederation of

the State university with denomina-
tional colleges. Their interests and
ours will henceforth be one. The
secular education which the state up-

. holds by means of the university en-
~ dowments has no sectarian character.

In so far as it’ maintains the high
standard which the Province has a
right to exact from its teachers, it
must prove equally acceptable to
Catholic and Protestant, to Episco-
palian, Presbyterian, Baptist or Me-
thodist. When it falls short of that
high standard it will be the interest
of all alike to have it reformed. Al-
ready our university confederacy em-
braces, with one exception, represen-



