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We hex to call the attention of our readers to
Mr. James Dougall’s advertisement on another
page. His collection of fruit trees, shrubs and
flowers, is very extensive; and from the well-
known attainments of the enterprising proprietor,
both in the science and practice of his profession,

all articles sent from his establishment may be
salely relied upon for being correctly named and
of genuine character.  Many of the fruits raised by !
Mr. Dougall may be seen growing in a state of,|
maturity in his extensive orchards. A seuse of!
duty alone impels us thus to make honourable
mention of one who has done much to advauce
both the agricultwal as well as the horticultural !
interests of Canada.

.

TiE Loxpox HorrrcurTUrrAL Seasox having now
clozed with the ereat Exhibivon at Chiswick. on Wed-
nesday last, the time has come for making a few general
rerarks inanticipation of future years.  To our minds,
the evidence of advancing horticultural shill, afforded by
the Chiswick meetings. is most satistactory. It may be
Trae. that nothing has been produced more remarkable.
as an example of hish cultivation, than has been seen
before 5 perhaps in some things skill ean go no further.
1r i possible that individual cases of better eardening
might be pointed out in former years; but what is far
more impor{ant is the fact, that in no season has so little
appeared of inferior quality. It has become as rave to
find ill-grewn plants in the exhibitions at Chiswick. as it
once was to find them well grown.  Things of which a
head gardener would have heen proud some twenty
years ago, his apprentice would be ashaned of now.
“This alteration must be admitted to be immense gain;

it proves, that although progress miy in some par-
neulurs be arrested, it is upon the whole in vigorousand
rapid march.

Nor ¢an it now fall back.

That is the security against the art of horticulture falling
back to its ancient level,

The quality of the plants exhibited is not the only
matter in which the public taste is changing ; and it is
as well to point out what direction the change is taking.

Whatare called large collections of plants have ceased
to be popular.  Admirable as have been the specimens
shown under this denomination, visitors no longer crowd
around them. You hear the passers by exclaim, ¢ how
fine! how lovely ! What a capital garden Mr, —— must
have ! and that is all. The tents are deserted for a
more attractive display. Nevertheless there are erowds
around the * smull collections ; although made up of
similar plants, they have not lost their interest! The
reasons of this we take to be several. In the first place

jthere is little or no competition for the * large collec-

tions.” Qne or two leviathans swallow all the minnows.
In the next place the small collections ave rore varied,
more choice, and are morcover for the most part com-
posed of smallet specimens ; to have a chance ofwinning
in them, everything must be at least on the borders of
perfection. Insuflicient competition in the larger groups
produces the contrary effect.

A similar indifference is manifested yearly towards
heaths. They are in themselves among the most beau-
tiful objectsin the greenhouse ; great success in growing
them shows great horticultural skill ; and the detached
branches, or solitary bushes, amidst other plants, excite
cverybody’s admiration. Nevertheless the heath tents
are enerally almost empty. This we take to be caused
by the monotony of the form of heaths, and the entire
absence of a gracetul mode of erowth.  Groups of them
have no picturesque effect. The flowers indeed displa
all the tints of red and yellow and white ; the loilage 1s
of the purest green ; the blossoms are of greatly varied
shape ; and yet the plants have an uninviting sameness.
The flowers are all tubes, the leaves are all narrow, and
the general forin of the bushes is so round that a person
irnorant of their nature might imagine them to be relics
ot the clipped hedaes of our ancestors. In fact a row of
finely-grown Hottentot heathsis like a line of Hottentot
Kraals. This is fatal to masses of such plants exciting
pleasurable emotious in a crowd of lookers on.

Tt is because they are so entirely the reverse of this
that the orchids faseinate everybody. Where they are,
and where roses are, the crowd is greatest : it is thither
that the carliest visitors invariably resort, and there they
linger. You never find the tent of orchids deserted. Men
say that it is because of their singular forms. and their

In the onward tiow of the | aromatic fragrance ; but we belicve that the explanation

artsof civilization, there is no ebb ; there may be eddies. . is chiefly to be found in their graceful outlines and infi-

and rapids, and bars, and shallows ; and gales may for a
moment force back the advancing ficod, but such ob-
stacles zre soon overcome, and the mighty stream glides
an with a force that accumulates as the volume aug-
ments.  Agaiust the return of gardening to its former
staie, we have this security, that the taste of the public
has kept pace with the improvement of the profession.
‘The employers of gardeners have become fastidious ;
what they would have admired in 1800, and endured in
1820. they now scout. A striking proof of this was

afforded on Saturday, by the remarks of the visitors, who
chanced to spy some unhappy grapes which an innoecent

nitely varied aspect. 1t is as difficult {o give samuness
to a bank of highly cultivated orchids as it is to throw
variety into a line of Cape heaths.

New plants are becoming less numerous. They
scarcely appear, indeed, except from the great house of
the Verrcues of Exeter, or from the garden of the
Horticultural Society. But, on the other hand, there is
the satisfaction of witnessing every now and then the
reappearance of some old plant as good as new. Let us
hope that we may see many more such cases. When. at
the end of the last century and beginning of this, the
horticultural furor bhegan totell upon the English mind,

country gardener had produced as a sample of his skill. | people could not grow the plants that merchants brought

The grapes were not so had: we have seen far worse

them. They were flowered, named, indifferently repre~

gain prizes; but the lookers on refused to endure them, | sented in botanical periodicals, starved to death, and for-
because they have become accustorned to what is infi-) gotten. But among the casualties of those days were
nitely better. Visitors to these exhibitions come riot only | many beautiful creations, the names of which stand in

from every quarterof the globe, but from every hundred
in England, perhaps from every village ; they see what
gardeners can do; they hear that the best results are
“often obtained by men With no better means than their
own; and they return to their homes determined that

onr catalogues as so many records of horticultural
unstilfulness. Because they flourished auno Domini
1793 shey are set down as ** old things.” and, like other
old things, are no longer cared for. TFrom the way in
which these plants are treated. one would think they

there also really good gardening shall be introduced. | possessed the attributes of humanity. We can, however,



