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are given toit by strangers. The general population of the
island consists of a nation called Bugu.s, who have no religion
and consequently no priests or places of worship, vet all their
youth are circumcised at six or seven years old, any one per-
forming the operation. The natives are not all of one colour;
some being quite black with crisp or curled hair like negroes ;
others not quite so black with lank hair ; others again resem-
bling mulatoes ; while some that live in the interior ure al-
most white, yet have hair of both kinds. They are of large

stature, strong and well made, of clear judgment, and apt to -

learn. Every man has as many wives as he pleases or can
maintain, turning them off at pleasure, when they are sure to
find other husbands, all of whom buy their wives from their
fathers, by way of repaying the expence of-their maintenance
before marriage. Their funeral obsequies consist chiefly in
feasting the guests ; and their mourning in laying aside all ap-
pearance of joy, and cutting off their hair or daubing their
faces and bodies with clay. Their government ie monarchical,
their kings or chiefs being called Andias, Anrias, and Dias,
all independent of each other and almost continually engaged
in war, more for the purpose of plunder than slanghter or
conquest. On the Portuguese going among them, no arms
were found in their possession except a few guns they had pro-
cured from the Moors and Hollanders, which they knew not
how to use, and were even fearful of handling. They have
excellent amber °, white sandal, tortoises, ebony, sweet woods
of various kinds, and abundance of slaves, with plenty of
cattle of all kinds, the flesh of their goats being as sweet as
mutton. The island likewise produces abundance of sea
cows, sea-horses, monkeys, and some say tigers, with a great
many snakes which are not very venomous. It has no ele-
phants, horses, asses, lions, bears, deer, foxes, nor hares.

The first place visited by de Costa on this voyage of dis-
covery was a large bay near Masilage © in lat 16° S. in which
there is an island half a league in circumference contain-
img a town of 8000 inhabitants, most of them weavers
of an excellent kind of stuff made of the palm-tree. At this
place the Moors used to purchase boys who were carried to
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5 More probably Ambergris thrown on their shores.—E.

6 Onrthis bay is a town called New Massah to distinguish it from Old
Massah on the bay of Massali, somewhat more than haif a degree farther
north. Masialege or Meselage is a town at the bottom ofthe bay of Juan
Mane de Cuna, abeut half 2 degree farther south.—E,
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