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alfo too well anfwered their Defign. The inconfiderable A—
mount of their Exports, and confequently of the Returns, have
kept the Trade in fuch Obfcurity, as to {feem beneath the At-
tention of Gévernment, whereby it has remained, according
to.the Letter, however contrary to the Spmt of their Charter,
exclufrvely in their own Hands. .

It muft be owned that the Temptations to this Condu&
were powerful. Without hazarding, or even advancing more
than a comparative Trifle, they have long reaped, and do ftill
reap a Profit, which a Capital ten Timesas large could not
produce in any other Channel of Commerce; a Reafon, which
too many Inftances prove fufficient, in the prefent Times, to
over-balance national Advantage, and juftify Breach of Faith ;
for by no other Name can fo manifeft a Violation of the Pro~
feflions of promoting that Advantage, upon which afl fuch
Charters are orranted be called, W1thout as manifeft a Violation
of Truth. -

Tam aware, that it will be objetted to this, by thofe who
are interefted to keep thefe Affairs in their prefent State of
: Darknefs, that the Twports prove the Sufﬁcmncy of the Capi-
tal for the Trade, and that it is abfurd and unnatural to think
‘any Men fthould be fo blind to their own Advantage, as not
to make large Exporzs could they have adequate Returns
for them. The latter of thefe Objeétions-has been already
obviated. 1 fhall now fhew the Fallacy of the former, and
in what Manner the Imports are kept down to their prefent
low Stand ; low,.I mean as to what they might be, for they
are high beyond all parallel, confidering what they coft.
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