
NORTH-WEST CONTINENT OF AMERICA.

angle it makes to the North, will anfwer evéry necéffary purpofé.

But whatever courfe may be taken from, the Atlantic, the Columbia

is- the lini of communication frorn the Paçific Ocean, pointed out

by nature, as it is the orAy navigable river in the whole extent -of'

Vancouver's minute furvey of that coaft: its banks alfo form. the firit

level country in all the Southern extent of continental coaft frorn Cook's

entry, and, confequently, the moft Northern fituation fit fori colonization,

and fuitable to, the refidence of wcivilized pe ô?PIC
courfe between the Atlantic and Pacifie Oceans, and fbrÈmiý,g ýýa':r* rfta-

blifhments through the interior, and at both extremes, as well as along the

coafis and iflands, t4e entir.e command of the fur trade of North America
might be obtained', from, latitude 48. North to, the pole, except that 1 portion
of it which the Ruffians have in the Pacifie. To this may be added the
filhin in both feas, and the markets of the four quarters of the globe.

Such would be -the field for commercial enterprifé, and incalculable
would be the produce of it, when fupported by the -operations of

that credit and capital which Great Britain fo pre-eminently poffeffes.
Then would this country begin to be remunerated -for the expences it

has fuffaine in difcovering and furveying the coaft of the Pacifie
Ocean, which is at prefen-t left to.American adventurers, who without
regularity or capital, or the ' defire of conciliating future confidence, look
altogether to the intereft of the moment. They, therefore, colleEt all
the fkins they can procure, and in any manner that fuits them, and hav.
ing exchanged thern at Canton for the produce of China, return to, their
own coun.try. Such adventurers, and many of them, as'I have been
informed, 4ve been, very fuccefsful, would infiantly difappear-. from
before a well-regulated trade.
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